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Rev. i. 20 “the mystery of the seven
stars '’ is a once hidden truth, veiled
under this symbol, but now revealed ;
ita correlative is revelation. Inl Cor.
xiil. 2 “ mysteries ' refer to God’s
deep counsels heretofore secret but
now revealed, ‘“‘knowledge’’ to
truths long known. 8o in Matt.
xiii, 11, Mark iv. 11, Luke viii. 10,
““mysteries’’ answer in parallelism
to ‘‘parables’; to the receptive
““ the mysteries,”” or omce hidden
things of the kingdom of God, are
now known by God’s gift; to the
unbelieving they remain * parables,”
of which they see only the outward
shell but do not taste the kernel
(1 Cor. ii. 9, 10, 14, 15; Ps. xxv. 14;
1 John iv. 30, 27 ; John xv.15). The
parabolic form is designed to rouse
the carnal to search and reflection ;
whence Jesus did not begin to use
it until after He bad for some time
been speaking plainly. In contrast
to pa‘.fanism, there were no mysteries
reverded by God to ministers or
priests that were unot designed for
all. Deut. xxix. 29: “ secret things
belong to Jehovab (comp. Job xi. 7,
Rom. xi. 88, 34; at this point we
must not presume to speculate ; Col.
ii. 18), but those things which are
revealed belong nnto us and to our
children for ever, that we may do
all the words of this law.” The
Tittle ones must hear all revelation
as much as the intellectual (Deut.
vi. 7; Josh. viii. 34, 35; Neh. viii.
1, 8). Moses aud the proPhets and
the apostles practised no ‘‘ reserve.”’
So Jesus erdered (Matt. x. 27,
xxviii. 19). Paul preached publicly
and from house to house the * whole
ocounsel of God’’ (Acts xx. 20, 27),
‘‘ keeping back nothing profitable.”
They taught babes indeed element-
ary essentials first, yet did not reserve
the deepest truths out of sight, as the
heathen mysteries; but set the
ultimate goal of perfect knowledge
from the first as that to be striven
towards (1 Cor. ii. 6, iii. 2; Heb.
v. 12). Gnuosticism introduced the
system of esoteric and exoteric doc.
trine ; the medieval church perpet-
nated it. Christ as God had the
power to reserve His manifestation
of Himself to a few during His
earthly ministry, previous to the
pentecosial effusion of the Spirit
(Mark iv. 33, ix. 9; Luke ix. 21);
but His ministers have no such
right. Panl disclaimsit, 2Cor. iv. 2:
“we have renounced the hidden
things of dishonesty, nor bandling
the word of God deceitfully, but by
manifestation of the truth com-
mending ourselves to every man's
conscience in the sight o{ God.”
(On men themselves rests the respon-
gibility bow they use the whole
counsel of God set before them
(i. 15, 16).

N

Naam. 1 Chron. iv. 15.

N =sweeiness. 1. Lamech’s
daughter by Zillah (Gen. iv. 22).
The refinement and lurury of Cain’s
descendants appenr in the names of
their wives and Jduushters:; as N,

Adah=beauty, Zillah=shadow. N.
is associated with her brother Tubal-
cain, the first worker iu brass and
iron. 3. The Ammonitess mother
of Behoboam (1 Kings xiv. 21, 31;
2 Chron. xii. 13), one of Solomon’s
“gtrange women”’ (1 Kings xi. 1).
The Vat. LXX. makes N. daughter
of Ana=Hanun, son of Nahash;
thus David’s war with Hanun ter-
minated in a re-alliance, and Solo-
mon’s marriage to N. would be about
two years before David’s death, for
Rehoboam the offspring of it was 41
on ascending the throne, and Solo-
mon’s refgn was 40 years.

8. A town in the low hill country of
Judah (the shephelah): Josh. xv. 41.

Naaman, 1. A son, t.e. grandson,
of Benjamin (Gen. xlvi. 21; Num.
xxvi. 40 ; 1 Chron. viii. 4) ; reckoned
in the Genesis genealogy asa *‘ son’
because he became head of a distinct
family, the Naamites. Came down
to Egypt with Jacob.

3. N. the Syrian (3 Kings v.). 1denti.
fied by Jewish tradition (Josephus,
Ant. viii. 15, § 5) with the archer
(1 Kings xxii. 84) who drew his bow
at a venture, and wounding Ahab
mortally was Jehovah’s instrument
in ‘““giving deliverance to Syria.”
Benhadad therefore promoted him to
be captain of the Syrian host and
the lord in waiting nearest his per-
son, on whose arm the king leant in
eutering Rimmon's temple ﬁoomp. 2
Kingsvii. 3, 17). * But (forall earthly
geatness has its drawbacks) he was a

per,”” afflicted with white leprosy (2
v. 27). [For the rest see LiL1-
SHA.] The case of N. was designed
by God to shame Israel out of their
balf heartedness towards Jehovah by
a witness for Him the most unlikely.
God'’s sovereign grace, going beyond
Israel and its many lepers to heal
the Gentile N., Jesus makes to be
His justification for His not doing as
many miracles in His own country
as l:fe had done iu Capernaum, an
earnest of the kingdom of God pass-
ing from Israel to the Gentiles;
Luke the physician (iv. 23-27) ap-
propriately is the evangelist who
alone records it.

Naamathite. Zophar the Naama.
thite (Job ii. 11, xi. 1). From some
Arabic place. Fretelius says there
was 8 Naamath in Uz.

Naarah. 1 Chron. iv. 5, 6.
Naarai. 1 Chron. x. 87. Called
“ Paarai the Arbite” in 2 Sam.

xxiii. 35. Keilthinks thelatter form,
Kennicott the former, the correctone.

Naaran. A city, the eastern limit
of Ephraim (1 Chron. vii. 28). Pro-
bably = NaaraTR or Naarsh, a
soutgem landmark of Ephraim (fnsh.
xvi. 7), between Ataroth aud Jericho,
in one of the terrent beds leading
down from the Bethel highlands to
the Jordan valley.

Nabal. Of Maon [seel: 1 Sam. xxv.,
comp. xxiii. 23. [See Davin.] A
sheepmauster on the border of Judah
which took its name from the great
“Caleb” (3) (1 Sam. xxx. 14),
next the wilderness. His history, as
also that of Boaz, Barzillai, Naboth,
is a sample of a Jew’s private life
(xxv. 2, 4, 36).

Naboth =fruit (Geseniur) ; preem.-

veree (Furst). 1 Kings xxi.- 2 Kings

Nadab=willing.

ix. 21-26. [See ARaB, Eruan.}
LXX. (1 Kin?s xxi. 1) omit ‘* which
was in Jezreel,”” and read instead of
“the palace’ ‘ the threshing floor
of Abab king of Samaria.” Tbis
locates N.'s vineyard on the Hhill
of Samaria, close by the threshing
floor, hard by the gate of the city ;
bnt Heb. text is probably right.
David’s offer to Araunah (2 Sam.
xxiv. 21-24) and Omri’s purchase
from Shemer illustrate Ahab’s offer
to N. N. was ‘““sct on high,” s.e.
seated on a conspicnous place before
all the people. Ahab’s blood in
retribution was washed from the
chariot in the pool of SBamaria, where
harlots were bathing (so transi.
instead of ‘‘and they washed the
armour '), whilst d licked up the
rest of the blood (1 Kings xxii. 38);
the further retribution was on his
seed Joram (2 Kings ix.).

Nachon’s threshing floor. Where

Uzzah put forth his hand to the ark
when the oxen shook it, and God
smote him for his rashness, on its
way from Kirjath Jearim or Bsale
(Aginndab's house in Gibeah) to
Zion (2 Sam. vi. 6). CHipox in
1 Chron. xiii. 9. David therefore
named it * Perez Uzzah,” the breach
of Uzza. Keil derives Nachon from
nachah *‘the stroke,” answering to
Chidon from chid ‘‘ destruction.”
The threshing floor was named vot
from its owner bat from thedisaster
there. Obed Edom’s bouse was

Near.
Nachor, Naror. Josh. xxiv. 2, Luke

iii. 84. 1. Abraham's grandfatber.
2. Abraham’s brother. [See Asra.
HaN.] N. was bis elder brother ;
married Milcab bis niece, Haran’s
daughter, who bare eight eons
(Gen. xi. 26-29, xxii. 30-24). His
concubine Reumah bare Zebab and
Maachah (whose descendants Darid
came in contact with: 1 Chron. xviiii.
8, xix. 6), Gabam aud Tbahash.
Bethuel his son was Rebekah’s
father. She formeda tie between
Abrabham’s seed and the original
Mesopotamian family. Laban and
Jacob’s cobnection remewed it, then
it closes. Laban, with polytheistic
notions, distinguishes between his
od ‘‘the god of Nahor” and ‘‘the
od of Abraham,” Jacob's God
(Gen. xxxi. 3, 5, 19, 29, 42, 49,
53; Josh. xxiv. 2), ‘“the God of
Abrabam and the Fear of Isasc.”
El Naura is a town on Euphrates
arbove Hit.
1. Aaron’s eldest
son by Elisheba (Exod. vi. 23, Num.
iii. 2). With Aaronand Abibuand 79
elders he had the privilege of nearer
access to Jehovah at Sinai than the
mass of the people, but not 8o near
as Moses (Exod. xxiv. 1). Struck
dead for kindling (probably under in-
toxication) the incense with “strange
fire,” not taken from the perpetual
fire on the altar (Lev. vi. 13, x. 1-10).
Sce AAgoN and ABiru.] 8. Jero-
m’s son, who walked in hisfather’s
evil way; reigned two years, 954-952
B.C. (1 Kings xv. 25-81.) Slain, in
fultilment of Ahijah the Sbilonite’s
prophecy, by the conspirator Bassha,
whsst besieging Gibbethon of Dan
(Josh. xix. 44, xxi. 23). thbls
the npeighbouring Philistinee ba
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seised Gibbethon when the Levites
mﬂlly left it, to escape from Jero-
’s apostasy to Judash. By a
retributive coincidence it was when
Isracl was bosieging Gibbethoun, 24
anrs aftor, that the same destruction
ieu on Baasha's family as Baasha
had inflicted on N. (1 Kings xvi.9-15.)
8. 1 Chron. ii. 28. 4. 1 Chrort viii.
30, ix. 36. .
Nagge. 1. Luke iii. 35 Gr., Heb.
ogah. One of Chriat’s ancestors. 2.
The same name was borne by a son
of David (1 Chron. iii. 7).
Nahalal, NaHALOL, NAHALLAL.
Joeh. xix. 15, xxi- 36; Jud.i. 830. ‘A
eity of Zebulun, given to the Merurite
Levites. Now Malul in the Es.
draclon plain; four miles W. of
Nasareth. Being in the plain Israel
oould not drive ont of it the Canaan-
ites with their chariots, which could
aot on the level ground.
Nahallel = torrent of God. A station
of lerael towards the close of their
&‘xumey to Canaan (Num. xxi. 19),
N. of Arnon, the next stage but oue
to Pisgah obably the wady En-
cheyle with the letters transposed ;
it runs into Mojeb, the ancient

Arnon.
Naham. 1 Chron. iv. 19.
Nahamani. Neb. vii. 7.

Naharai, Narari. Joab’s armour-
bearer, of Beeroth (1 Chron. xi. 39,
2 Sam. xxiii. 37).

h = serpent. L King of Am-
mon. Offered the citizens of Jabesh
Gilead a covenant omly ou condition
they ehould thrust out their right
eyes, as a reproach upon all Lsrael (1
Sam. 1i.). Saul, enraged at this cruel
demand, summoned all lsrael, slew,
and dispersed the Amrmonite host.
Among the causes which led Israel
to desire & king had been the terror
of N.'s approach (xii. 12). So suc-
cassful bad he beeu in his maranding
campaigns that he self confidently
thought it impossible any lsraslite
army oould rescue Jabesh Gilead ; s0
be gave them the seven days’ respite
they oraved, the result of which was
their deliverance, and his defeat b
Saul. If he perished, then the
who befriesnded David was his son.
That father and son bore the same
name raskes it likely that N. was a
common title of the kings of Ammon,
the serpent being the emblem of
wisdom, the Egyptian Kneph also
being the eternal Bpirit represented
as a serpent. Jewish tradition makes
the service to David consist in N.
having protected David’s brother,
when he escaped from the massacre
per&etnted by the treacherous kin,
of Moab on David’s family, who
been entrusted to him (xxii. 8, 4).
N. the younger would naturally help
David m his wanderings from the
face of Saul, their common foe.
Hence at N.’s death David sent a
mesng of condolence to his son.
{See Haxun.] The insult by that
young king brought on him a terrible
retribution (2 Sam. x.). Yet we
read N.'s son 8hobi (xvii. 27-29)
was one of the three transjordanic
chieftains who rendered munificent
bospitality to David in his hoar of
need, at Mahanaim, near Jabesh
Gilead, when fleeing from Absalom.
No forger would have introduced an

incident 8o seemingly improbable at
first sight. Reflection suggests the
solution. The old kindness between
N. and David, and the consciousness
that Hanun his brother’s insolence
had caused the war which ended so
disaetrously for Ammon, doubtless
led Shobi gladly to embrace the
opportunity of showing practical
s¥n;?:thy towards David in his time

ol tress.

2. Father of the sisters Abiqn.i.l and
Zeraiah, whose mother on N.’s death
married Jesse, to whom she bare
David (xvii. 25). 1 Chron. ii. 18 ac-
cordingly names Abigail and Zeruiab
us “ David’s sisters,” but not as
Jesse’'s daughters. N. is made by
Shmley the king of Ammon, which
is not 1mpossible, considering Jesse's
descent from Ruth a Moabitess, and
also David’s connection with N. of
Ammon; but is improbable, since
if the N. father of Abigail were the
king of Ammon it would have been
stated. Jewish tradition makes N.
=Jesse. But if 80, how is it that
only in 2 Sam. xvii. 25 ““ N.”” stands
for Jesse, whereas in all other places
‘‘ Jesse” is named as David’s father.

Nahath. 1. Gen. xxxvi, 18, 1 Chron.
i. 87. 9. 1 Chron. vi. 26. 8. 2
Chron. xxxi. 18.

Nahbi. The spy, of Naphtali (Num.
xiii. 14).

Nahshon, NaasgoN. Son of Am-
minadab, prince of Judah; assizted
Moses and Aaronat the first number-
ing in the wilderness (1 Chron. ii. 10,
Exod. vi. 23, Num. i. 7). His sister
Elisheba married Aaron. Salmon
his son marricd Rahab after the fall
of Jericho. First in the encamp-
ment, the march, as captain of Judab
(Num. ii. 3, x. 14, vi1. 12), and in
offering for dedicating the altar ; but
third n order at the census (i. 1-7);
died in the wilderness (xxvi. 64, 65).
The sixth in descent from Judah, in-
clusive; David was fifth after him
(Rath iv. 18-20, Matt. i. 4, Luke iii.
32, 1 Chron. ii. 10-12).

Nahum = consolation and vengeance,
to 1srael and 1srael’s foe respectively.
The two themes alternate in chap. i.;
as the prophecy advances, vengeance
on Assyria predominates. Country.
“The Elkoshite’’ (chap. i. 1), from
Elkosb or Elkesi a village of Galilee
gointed out to Jerome (Pref. in N.).

aper-naum, * village of N.,”” seem-
ingly takes its name from N.
having resided in the neighbour-
hood, though born in Elkosh. The
allusions in Nahum indicate local
acquaintance with Palestine ( i. 4,
16; ii. 2) and only general know-
ledge of Nineveh (1. 4-6; iii. 2,
8). This confutes the notion that
the Alkush (resembling the name
Elkosh), E. of the Tignsand N. of
Moeul, is N.'s place of birth and of
burial, though Jewish pilgrims visit
it a8 snch.

Date. Hesekiah's time was that in
which trust in Jehovah and the
observance of the temple feasts
prevailed as they did not before or
after. 80 in Nah. i. 7, 15, *“Je-
hovah is a stronghold in the day of
trouble; and He knoweth (with ap-
grova.l) them that trust iy Him. . .

Judah, keep thy solemn feasts
Moreover N. has none of the re.

»”

proofs for national which
abound in the other prophets. N.
in Elkosh of Galilee was probably
among those of northern Israel, after
the deportation of the ten tribes, who
accepted Hozekiah's earnest invita-
tion to keep the passover at Jeru-
salem (2 Chron. xxx.). His graphio
description of Sennpacherib and his
army (chap. i. 9-12) makesit likely he
wus near or in Jerusalem at the time.
Hence the number of phrases cor-
yesé)ondjng to those of Yu.uh (Nah,
i. 8, 8, comp. Isa. viii. 8, x. 33;
Nah. ii. 10 with Tsa. xxiv. 1, xxi. 8;
Nabh. i. 15 with Isa. 1ii. 7). The pro-
phecy in i. 14, “I will make it
(vis. ‘the house of thy gods,’ s.c.
Nisroch) thy grave,” foretells Sen-
nacherib’s murder 20 years after his
return from Palestine, “as he was
worshi Ping in the house of Nisroch
his gvodg (Isa. xxxvii. 38). He writes
whilst Assyria’s power was yet un-
broken (Nsh.. i. 12, ii. 11-18, iii, 1,
‘“the bloody city, full of lies . . .
the prey departeth not’’ : ver. 16-17).
The correspondence of sentiments in
N. with those of Isaiah and Heze.
kiah implies he wrote when Sen.
nacherib wae still besieging and de-
manding the sarrender of Jerusalem
(Nah. i. 2, ete., with 2 Kings xix. 14,
15 ; Nah. 1. 7 with 2 Kings xviii. 22,
xix. 19, 81, 2 Chron. xxxii. 7,8; Nah,
i. 9, 11, with 2 Kings xix. 82, 27, 28,
Nsh. i. 14 with 2 Kings nix. 6, 7;
Nab. i. 156 and ii. 1, 8, with 8 Kings
xix. 32, 883; Nsh. ii. 18, “the voice
of thy messengers shall no more be
hesrsd," vig. Rﬂbs}]:akel;] the bearer
of Sennacherib’s hanghty message,
with 2 Kings xix. 22, gﬂ). The his-
torical facts presquosed in N.are
Judah’s and lsrael’s bumiliation
by A ia (Nab. ii. 2) ; the invasion
of Judab (i. 9-11); the oconquest
of No-Amon or Thebee in Upper
Egypt, probably by Sargon (Isa. xx.)

who, fearing lest Egypt should join
Palestine against him, undertook an
e?edition inst it, 717-716 B.c.
g ah. iii. 8-10.) Tiglath Pileser and
haimaneser had carried away Israel.
Judah was harassed by Syria, and
oppressed by Ahas's payments to
lath Pileser (2 Chron. xxviii., Isa.
viil., ix.). As N. refersin psrt(gm-
phetically to Sennacherib’s (Sar.
gon's successor) last attempt on
Judab ending in his host’s destruc-
tion, in part as matter of history
(chap. i. 9-18, ii. 13), be must have
prophesied about 713-710 B.C., 100
years before the event foretold, vis.
the overthrow of Nineveh bé the
joint forces of Cyaxares and Nabo-
polassar in the reign of Chynilsdanus,
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6% or else 603 B.c. The name
* Hussab”' (ii. 7) answers to Adia-
bene, from the Zab or Diab river on
whioil that region lay ; a personifica.

tion of Assyria, and seems to be an |

Assyrian word. 8o the original
words, minsaraik, taphsarika, for
crowned or princes (iii. 17) and
o ing ”’ or satraps (also in Jer.
li. 87); intercourss with Assyria
brought in these words. Nab.ii. 18,
‘“the faces guther blackness,” cor.
responds to Iea. xiii. 8, Joel ii. G;
Joel is probably the original. Nah.
1.6 with Joel ii. 7, Amos ii. 14; Nah.
i. 8 with Joel ii. 13; the mourniny
dove, Nah. ii. 7, with Isa. xxxviii. 14;
the firstripe figs, Nah. iii. 12, with
Isa. xxviii. 4; Nah. iii. 13 with Ira.
xix. 16; Nah. iii. 4 with Isa. xxiii.
15; Nah. ii. 4, 5, 14 with Isa. xxii.
7, xxxvi. 9, Mic. i. 18, v. 10. The
Assyrians, by just retribution, in
tarn should experience themselves
what they caused to Israel and
Judah (comp. also Nah. i. 3 with
Jonah iv. 2; Nah. i. 13 with Isa. x. 26,
27; Nah. i. 8 with Jan. x. 21, 22,
viil. 8; Nah. i. 9,11 with Isa. xxxvii.
48; Nah. iii. 10 with Isa. xiii. 16;
Nab. ii. 3 with Isa. xxiv. 1; Nabh. iii.
5 with lsa. xlvii. 2, 3; Nah. iii. 7
with [sa. li. 19). Plai LN. is the
last of the prophets of the Assyrian
period. Jeremiah borrows from, and
so stamps with inspiration, N. (Jer.
x. 19 comp. Nah. 1ii. 19; Jer. xiii.
28 oomp. g‘ah. ii. 6; Jer. 1. 37, Li.
30, comp. Nah. iii. 13.) N. is
ssventh in position in the canou,
and seventh in date.

Subject matter. “The burden of

ineveh.”” The three chapters forin
one consecutive whole, remarkable
for unity of aim. N. eucourages his
countrymen with the assurauce that,
alarming as their position seemed,
assailed by the mighty foe which had
already carried captive tho ten tribes,
vet that not only should the Assyrian
fail agminst Jerusalom, but Niueveh
and his own empire should fall ; and
this not by chance, but by Jehovah’s
judgment for their iniquities.

Styls. Clear and forable. Secvernl
phases of an idea are presented in
the briefest sontences; asin the sub-
lime description of God in the begin-
ning, the overthrow of Nineveh, and
that of No Amon. Melting softness
and delicacy alternate with rhyth.
mical, sonorous, and majestic diction,
acoording as the subject rejuires;
the very sound of the words con-
veys to the ear the senso (Nah. ii. 4,
1ii. 3). Paronomasia or verbal asson-
anoe is auother feature of likeness
to Ieaiah, besides those already
mentioned (Nah. i. 8, 6, 10; ii. 2,
3, 11; iii. 2).

Nail. 1. Dout. xxi. 12, ‘“‘pare her
(a captive woman’s) nails,” viz., in
order that she might lay aside all
belonging to bher condition as an
alien, to becomo a wifo among the
covenant people. Marg. “suffer to
grow,” the opposito sense, will refer
to her seclusion a month in mourn-
ing with shaven head and unpared
natls. The former seems preferable,
answering to her ‘‘putting the
raiment of her captivity from her.”

8. Mismerim, masmerim, masmeroth.
lea. 3li. 7: “fastened (the idol)

with nails”’ to keep it steady in its
place! Jer. x. 4; 1 Chron. xxii. 3;
2 Chron. iii. 9, where the *fifty
shekels of gold’ were to gild the
nails futemn%the sheet gold on the
wainscoting ; Eccles. xii. 11, “ words
of the wise are as nails fastened
(by) the master of assemblies,”
rather ‘‘ the masters’’ or *‘associates
in the collection (of the canpnical
Scriptures), i.e. autbors of the in-
dividual books, are as nails driven
in.”” (Hengstenberg.) Scripture ha:
a power penetrating as a nail the
depths of the soul, worldly literatar:
reaches only the surface. 8o Bev.i.
16, Heb. iv. 12; though tho asso-
ciated sacred writers are many, yet
they ‘““‘aregiven from One Shepherg,"
Jesus (Eph. iv. 11), the Inspirer of
the word, from whom comes all
their penetrating power (2 Tim. iii.
16). A canon whereby to judge ser-
mons: they are worth nothing un-
less, like Scripture. they resemble
goads and nails. The hearers ton,
mstead of being vexed, should fecl
thankful when by the word they

are “pricked iu their heart” (Acts

ii. 87, Eph. vi. 17, Ps. xiv. 3).

8. The large pin (Jud.iv. 21, 22; v. |
26) by which tho tent cords were |

fastened, giving sha
to the tent. Jael
Sisera’s temples.

curtains were fastened with brass
pins (Exod. xxvii. 19). In Zech.

drove it into

and security |

The tabernacle |

x. 4, “ out of him (Judah) shall come |

forth the uail,” viz. the large pey
inside the Eastern tent, on which is
hung most of its valoable furniture.
Judah shall be under a native
ruler, not a foreigner; the Macca-
bees primarily, Judah's deliverers
from the oppressor Antiochus Epi.
phanes: antitypically Me:siah of the
tribe of Juduh. On Messiuh hang all
the glory and hope of His people.
The * nail,”” as expressi: g firmness,
stands for a secure abode (Ezra ix.
8), *‘grace hath been showed from
the Lord . . . to give us a nail in
His holy place” So Isa. xxii. 23-
25, “I will fasten him (Eliakim) as
a nail in a sure place . . . and they
shall hang upon him all the glory of
his futher’s g)?)use, the offspring and
the issue (bigh and low), all vessels
of small quantity . . . cups . . .
flagons (comp. S. of Sol. iv. 4; 1
Kings x. 16, 17, 21). The nail fast-
ened in the sure place (Shebna) shall
be . .. cut down nud fall, and the
burden that was upon it shall be cut
off,”” 1.e. all Shcbuoa's offspring and
dependants and all bis emoluments
and bonours shall fall with himself,
as the ornaments hanging upon a peg
fall when it falls. Vessels of glory
hanging on Christ vary in capacity;
but each shall be filled as full of bliss
as the respective cupacity udmits
(Luke xix. 17, 19).

The print of the nails in Jesus' bands

Nain,

and feet were Thomas's test of the
reality of the resurrection (Jobn xx.
26). In Christ’s ““nailed 1o
the cross,’”’ the law (Rom. iii. 21, vii.
2-6; Col. ii. 14) and the old serpent
{John iii. 14; xii. 31, 38) were nailed
toit. A mode of cancelling bondas in
Asia waa by striking & nail through
the writing (Grotius.

The scene of Christ’s raising
the widow'sson (Luke vii. 12). Now
Nein on N.W. verge of jebel ed Duliy
(Little Hermon) where itslopes down

= - &0

to Esdraelon plain.
the wvillage abounds in

The rock W. oy

cavo tombs,
also in the B, side. Eighteen milex
from Capernanm, where Jesus had
been the preceding day. Josephus
(Ant. xx. 5, § 1) notices Nain as ou
the way from Galilee lo Jerusalom,
the very way Jesus was going.

Naioth = dwellings. 8o the Hels,
marg. or keri; but kethib or tex:
has Nevaioth., At or near (not *in ”
as A. V.) Ramah. The dwellings or
a college of prophets, under Samuet
(1 Sam. xix. 18-23, xx. 1). Thither
David fled from Saul, and probably
assumed their garb to escape dis-
covery. Now probably Beit Haninah
at the head of the rradg Hanwnal ;
immediately to the K. of neby

Samwil, the ancient Ramah of
Samuel.
Name. In the Bible expressing the

nature or relation for the most part.
According a8 man has departed more
and more from the primitive truth,
the connection between names and
things has become more arbitrary.
In Genesis on the contrary the names
are nearly all significant. Adam's
paming the animals implies at once
his power of specech, distinguishing
him above them, and his knowledge
of their characteristics as enabling
him to suit the name to the nature.
God, in calling His le into new
and clese relationship with Himself,
gives them a new name. ABRaX
[sec] becomes Abrabham; Sarai,
Sarah; Jacos [seel, ISRARL [sce .
8o the name was given the child at
the time of circumcision, because
then he enters into a new covenant
relationship to God (Luke i. 59, ii.
21). So spiritnally in the highest
senge G«xf’s giving a new mnaue
implies His giving a new nature;
Rev. ii. 17, ii. 12, Christ will give
some new revelation (*‘new pame ')
of Himself hereafter to His saints,
which they alonc are capable of
receiving, when He and they with
Him shall take the kingdom. rist-
jans receive their new name st bap-
tism, indicating their new relation.
Thoy are * baptized into (eis onoma)
the name of (the revealed natures, 2
Pet. i. 4, into living union with) the
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Pather, Son, and Holy Ghost” in
their manifested relations and offices
toward us (Matt. xxviii. 19). In Isa.
1xv. 18, “ ye shall leave yoor name
for a curse unto My chosen, for the
Lord shall call His servants by an-
other name "’ : instead of a *ocurse,”
a8 the name of Jew had been, the
elect Jews shall have o new name
God’s delight, * Hephsibab,” and
married to Him, *“ Beulah," instead
of “forsaken” and *‘ widow” (lxii.
24). The “name’ of Jehovah is
His revealed character towards us.
Exod. xzxiv. §-7: ‘‘Jehovah pro-
claimod the name of Jehovah . . .
Jehovah Elohim, merciful and gra-
cious,” etc. So Measiah, Jesus,
Immanuel, the Word, indicate His
manifested relations to usin redemp-
tion (Bev. xix. 13); also Isa. ix. 6,
*“ His name shall be called Wonder-
fual,” eto. (1 Tim. vi. 1; Joha xvii. 6,
26; Ps. xxii. 22.) Also [lis gracious
and 9lorious altributes revealdd in
creatron and providence (Ps. viii. 1,
Authority (Acts iv. 7).
Profession of Christianitg (Rev. ii.
18). Manifested glory (Phil. ii. 9).
N[See Gop, JEHOVAR.]
aomi = sweetness. Mother in law
of Ruth. Ruthi. 20, 21: “call me
not N_, call me Mara (bitterness), for
the Almiqhty hath denlt very bitterly
with me.”” Elimelech’s wife; losat
her two sons and husband in Moab.
See Boaz.] Burd her danghter in
w retal with her to Israel, and
married Boas.
Naphish = refreshment. The last
but one of Ishmael’s sous (Gen. xxv.
15; Nephish, 1 Chron. i. 31, v. 19-23).
Reuben, Gad, and half Manasseh
made war with N.’s tribe and" were
oonguerors.
zgl?xtﬂi = my wrcstli'n%. Jacob’s
sou, second by Bilhah, Rachel’s
maid. Gen. xxx. 8, Rachel said,
‘‘ with wrestlings of God (i.e. earnest
er, a8 her g‘:lsband does in xxxii.
24-38; he had reproved her impa-
tience, telling her 5od, not he, is the
giver of children: ver. 1, 2; so she
wrestled with God) have I wrestled
with my sister, and I have prevailed,”
i.e. snooeeded in getting from God a
child as my sister. us allied to
Dan (xxxv. 25). Had four sous at
the desoeut to Egypt (xlvi. 24). At
the census of Sinai N. numbered
58,400 able for war (Num. i. 43). At
the borders of Canaan N. had fallen
to 45,400 (xxvi. 48-50). On march
N. was north of the tabernacle, next
Dan his kinsman, and Asher (ii. 25-
81), together forming *“ the camp of
Dan,”” hindmost or rearward of all
the campe (x.25). N. had its portion
between the coastland strip of Asher
and the upper Jordan. Dan shortly
sent a number from his less
desirable position next the Philistines
to seek a settlement near his kinsman
N. in the far north. Zebulun was on
S. of N.; transjordanic Manasseh on
the B. The ravine of the Leontes
(IAtany) and the valley between Le-
banon and Antilebanon was on the N.
Eoun I;“l:lad t.hedw:{} watered di;tril::t
at ias an e springs of the
Teoon o dyi h, “N
a00b in his dying prophecy says, ““ N.
s & bind let loose, he giveth goodly
words.” The targums of Pseudo

xx. 1, 7).

Jonathan and Jerusalem say N. first
told Jacob Joseph was alive. *“ N.(say
the ) is a swift messenger,
like & hind that runneth om the
mountains, bringing good tidings.”
Joshua (xx. 7) calls it * mount N.”
from the mountainous parts of its
ions, Shelucha, *' let loose,”
18 cognate to sheluchim, ‘“the apo-
s‘tLes, ’ l:\rht:» on G;.lilee mofutha.ins
“brought good tidings’’ of Jesus
(Isa. “sl. 7). Hab. iii. 19, “ the Lord
will make my feet like hinds’ feet,”
has in view Jacob's prophecy as to
N. Temporally N. disports grace-
fully and joyously in its fertile allot-
ment, as & bind at Jarge exulting
amidst grass; it shall be famous too
for eloquence. The *“ hind” symbol-
ises a swift warrior (2 Sam. ii. 18,
1 Chron. xii. 8). Barak with 10,000
meu of N, at Debourah’s call, fought
and delivered lsrael from Jabin of
Canaan. His warlike energy and
his and Deborabh’s joint sonﬁ are
s‘pecimena of the prowess and the
eloquence of N. (Jud.iv., v.}; N.and
Zebulun * jeoparded their lives uuto
the death in the high places of the
fleld”’ (ver. 18). So they helped
Gideon agninst Midian (vi. 33, vii. 23).
Moses’ blessing on N. is (Deut. xxxiii.
23), “N., satisfied with favour, and
full with tho blessing of Jehoval,
possess thou the sea gyam) and the
sunny district” (not as A. V. ““the
W. and the 8.,”" for its lot was N.
bat its climate in parts was like that
of the B.), viz. the whole W. coast of
the sea of Galilee, “an earthly para-
dise”’ (Josephus, B. J. iii. 3, § 2),
and lake Merom (Huleh). i
trict is still called Belad Besharah,
““land of good tidings.”’ The climate
of the lower levels is hot and snited
for tropical plants, so that fruits
ripen earlier than elsewhere (Josh.
xix. 33, ete.). “‘The soil is rich, fuall
of trees of all sorts, so fertile as to
invite the most slothful to cnltivate
it”” (Josephus); but now the popu-
lation of this once thickly peopled,
flourishing region, is as scanty as its
natural vegetation is luxuriant. Its
forests and ever varying scenery are
among the finest in Palestine (Van
de Velde, i. 170, 293 ; ii. 407). R
failed to drive ont the Canaanites
(Jud.i.38). Heathen neighbourssoon
made it and northern Israel * Galilee
- of the QGentiles.” Tiglath Pileser
swept away its people to Assyria;
Benhadad of Syria had previously
smitten all N. (1 Kings xv. 20, 2 Kings
xv.29.) But where the darkness was
greatest and the captivity first came,
there gospel lLight first shone, as fore-
told of Zebulun and N. (Isa.ix. 1, 3;
Matt. iv. 16.) N. shall have its
13,000 elect ones sealed (Rev. vii. 8)
and its allotment in restored Israel
(Eazek. xlviii. 8, 4, 34).
Naphtuhim. A Mizraite tribe
{Gen. x. 18,1 Chron. i. 11) coming in
order after the Lehabim or Libyans.
Niphatat is Coptic for the countr
W. of the Nile, ou Egypt's N.W’.
borders, about the Mareotic lake.
The Na-petu, the people called “the
Nine Bows,’”” are inentioned in the
Egyptian monuments(G. Rawlinson).
Gesenius from Plutarch (de Is. 8355)
thinks the N. were on the W. coast
of the Red Sea, sacred t» the goddess

Nepthys wife of Typhon. Knobel
derives N. from the deity Phthah.

Narcissus. Rom. xvi. I1. A honse-
holder at Rome, of whose family
some were known to Paul as being
Christians.

Nathan =given by God. 1. The pro- -
phet who gave David God’s assurance
of the perpetuity of his seed and
throne (notwithstanding temporary
chastening for iniquity). God by N.
commended David’s desire to build
the temple, bat reserved the acoon:-
plishment for his son Bolomon, the
type of Him who should build the true
temple (2 Sam. vii.,, 1 Chron. xvii.).
N. speaking first of himself had said,
““doall that isin thine heart’ (comp.
1 Kings viii. 18). God sometimes
gmnts His chiliren’s requests in a
orm real, but not as they had pro
posed. His glory proves in the end
to be their truest good, tbough their
wishes for the time be crossed. N.
convicted David of his sin in the case
of Uriah by the beautiful parable of
the poor man’s lamb (2 Sam. xii.
1-15, 25; Ps. li.). N. conveyed Je-
hovah's command to David, to name
Solomon * Jedidiab,” not as & mere
‘a;pgollation. but an assurance that

chovah loved him. N. was younger
than David, as he wrote with Ahijah
the Shilonite and Iddo the geer *“ the
acts of Solomon first and last™ (2
Chron. ix. 29). To N. David refers
as having forbidden his building the
temple on account of his having had
‘ great wars’’ (xxii. 1-10, xxvii. 2).
N. secured the succession of S8clomon
by advising Bathsheba to remind
David of his promise (1 Chron. xxii.
9, ete.), and to inform him of Adon-
ijab’s plot, and by himself venturing
into tEe king’s presence to follow
up Bathsheba’s statement. N. by
David’s direction with Zadok the
priest brought Solomon to Gihon on
the king’s own mule, and anointed
him king (1 Kings i. 10-38). “Asar-
inh son of N. was over the officars,
and Zabud son of N. was the king's
friend "’ under Solomon (1 Kings 1.
5, 1 Chron. xxvii. 33, 9 Sam. xv. 37).
A similarity between the apologue
style of Solomon in Eccles. ix. 14-16
and N.s in 2 Sam. xii. 1-4 may be
due to N.’s infinence. N. along with
Gad wrote *‘ the acts of David first
and last "’ (L Chron. xxix. 29). N.is
deeignated by the later and higher
title “the prophet,” but * Gad and
Samuel the seer’’ (comp. 1 Bam. ix.
9). His histories were doubtless
among the materiala from which the
books of Samuel, Kings, and Chroni-
cles were compiled. His grave is
shown at Halhul near Hebron.

2, Son of David and Bathsheba (1
Chron. iii. 5, xiv. 4; 2 Sam. v. 14).
Luke traces Christ’s GENEALOGY
[seehl to David thromgh N. (iii. 31);
as Matthew gives the succession to
the throne, so Lunke the parentage
of Josepb, Jeconiah’s line having
failed a8 he died childless. *The
family of the house of David and the
family of the house of N.’’ repre-
sent the highest and lowest of the
royal order; as *‘ the family of the
house of Levi and the family of
Shimei ”’ represent the Mghest and
lowest of the priestly order (Zech.
xii. 12, 18). 8. Fatber of Igal, one
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of David’s heroes, of Zobah, 2 Sam.
xxiii. 36, but in 1 Chron. xi. 38 *“Joel,
brother of N.”” Kennicott prefers
“brother.”” 4. A head man who
returned with Ezra on his second ex-
ition, and whom Egzra despatched
om his encampment at the river
Ahava to the Jews at Casiphia, to
get Levites and Nethinim for the
temple (Ezra viii. 16). Perhaps the
same a8 the son of Bani who gave up
his foreign wife (x. 39). B. Son of
Attai of %’:ld&h (1 Chron. ii. 36).
Nathanael=God given. Heb. Ne-
thaneel. Of Cana iu Galilee (John
i. 47, xxi. 2). Three or four days
after the temptation, Jesus when in-
tending to ‘‘go forth into Galilee
findeth Philipand saith, Follow Me.”
Philip, like Andrew finding his own
brother Simon (i. 41),and the woman
of Samaria (iv. 28, 29) inviting her
fellow townsmen, having been found
himself by Jesus, “findeth’’ his
friend N., and saith, *“ we have found
(he should bave smd, we have been
found by: Isa. lxv. 1, Phil. iii. 12 end,
8. of 8ol.i. 4) Him of whom the pro-
phets did write, Jesus of Nazareth
the sop of Joseph’’ (he should have
said the Son of God). [For the rest
seo BaARTBOLOMEW.] Tradition makes
N. to have been the bridegroom at
the marriage of Cana, to which he
belonged.
Nathan-Melech. A eunnuch or
chamberlain in Josiah’s court, by
whose chamber at the entering in of
Jehovah’s house, in the suburbs,
were the horses sacred to the sun;
these Josiah took away and burned
the suu chariots with fire (2 Kings
xxiii. 11).
Naum. Luke ii. 25.
Nazareth, NazareNe. In a basin
among hills descending into Esdra-
elon g‘om Lebanon, and forming a
valley which runs in a wavy line E.
sod * On the oorthera side of the
valluy the rounded limestone hills
rise to 400 or 500 ft. The valley and

. 7, v i 2 .
hill sides abound in gay flowers as
the hollyhock growing wild, figtrees,
olives, and oranges, gardens with
eactus hedges, and cornfields. Now
en Nasirah ona hill of Galilee (Mark
i. 9), with a precipice nigh (Luke iv.
29); near Cana (John 1. 1, 2, 11).
Its oopalation of 4000 is partly Ma-
nometan, but mainly of ?:ntin and
Greek Christians. It bas a mosque,
s Maronite, a Greek, and a Protestant
ehurch, and a large Franciscan con-
vent. The rain pouring down the
hills would sweep away a house
founded oo the surface, and often
loaves the streets impassable with
mud. So the houses genecrally are
of stone, founded, after digging deep,
upon the rock (Luke vi. 47). Ona
hll behind is the tomb of neby;

Iawail, commanding one of the most

lovely prospects in the world, Lebanon
and snowy Hermon on the I{.. Carmel
and the Mediterranean and Aceca

on the W., Gilead and Tabor ou the
S.E., the Esdraelon plain and the
Sawmaria mountains on the 8., and
villages on ever% side; Cana, Nain,
Endor, Jezreel (Zerin), ete. Doubt-
less in early life Jesus often stood on
this t and held communion with
His sl‘)a.ot,her who, by His Son, had
created this glorious scene.

N.is never named in O.T. It was
thither Gabriel was sent from God
to announce to the Virgin her coming
conception of Him who shall reign
over tgle house of Jacob for ever, and
of whose kingdom there shall be no
end (Luke i. 26-33). After His birth
and the sojourn n Egypt Joseph
and Mary took the child to their
original home in N., six miles W. of
mount Tabor {Matt. ii. 23 ; Luke ii.
89, iv. 16). As ‘“ John the Baptist
was in the desert till the day of his
showing unto Israel,” so Messiah wus
growing up unknown to the world in
the uestered town among the
mountains, until His baptism by the
forerunner ushered in His public
ministry. As Jews alone lived in N.
from before Josephus’ time to the
reign of Constantine (Epiphanius,
Hger.), it is impossible to igentif the
sacred sites as tradition pretends to
do, viz. the place of the annuncia-
tion to Mary, with the inscription on
the pavement of the grotto, ‘“Hic
Verbum caro factum est,” the mensa
Christi, and the synagogue whence
Jesus was dragged to the brow of the
hill. OfallRome’s lying legends, none
exceeds that of Joseph’s house (santa
casa) having been whisked from N.
to Lovetto in the 13th century; in
spite of the bull of Leo X. endorsing
the legend, the fact remains that the
santa casa is of a dark red stone,
such as is not found in or about N,
where the grey white limestone pre-
vails, and also- the ground plan of
the house at Loretto isatl variance
with the site of the house at N.
shown by the Franciscans within

their convent walls. Jesus tanght
m the synagogue of N., “ His own
country’’ (Matt. xiii. 54), and was

there *‘ thrust out of the city and led
unto the brow of the hill whereon it
was built, to be cast down headlong,”
but “ Easing throngh the midst of
them He weat His way”’ (Luke iv.
16-30). *‘ The Lill of precipitation™
is not the one presumed, two miles
8.E. of N. The preeent village is on
the hill side, nearer the bottom than
the top. Amoug the rocky ledges
above the lower parts of the village
is one 40 ft. high, and perpendicular,
near the Maronite church: this is
grobﬂbly the true site. It is striking
ow accurately Luke steers clear of
a mistake; he does not say they
ascended or descended to reach the
recipice, but ‘‘led”’ Jesus to it.
e does not say the “city’’ was built
on the brow of the hill,{)ut that the
precipice was ‘‘ on the brow,’’ with-
out stating whether it was above (as
is the case) or below the town. A
forger could hardly go 8o near a topo-
phical mistake, without falling
mto it.

NAZARENE.

“¢ Jeaus of N.”” was part of the inscri

tion on the cross (John xix. 19). It
is the designation by which He re-
vealed Himszelf to Saul (Acts xxii. 8).
N. bore a bed vame even in ilee
(for Nathanaol who said *“‘can any

ood thing come out of N.?"’ was of
5al€lce), which itself, because of ita
half heathen population and rude
dinlect, was despised by the people
of Judeea. The absence of *‘ g ”
in N. appears from the people’s wilful
unbelief in spite of Jesus’,miracles,
and their atteropt on His Iife (Matt.
xiii. 54-68), so that He left them,
to settle in Capernanm (iv. 13).

“The fountain of the Virgin "’ is at the

N.E. of the town.

Matthew, ii. 23, writes
“Josus came and dwelt in N. that it
might be fuifilled which is spoken by
the prophets, He shall be calleda Na-
garene’ ; not ‘‘ by the vrophet,” but
‘‘ by the prophets,” meaning no par-
titular quotation but the general
description of Messiah in them as
abject and despised (lsa. liii. 2, 8).
The N. people were proverbially so.
“Called,” as in Isa. ix. 6, expresses
what He should be in His earthly
manyfestation ; not that the pro-
pbets gave Him the literal name,
thon%h His contemporaries _did.
Matthew plays on similar sounds, as
Micah on Achzib (i. 14) and Ekron
(ii. 4). The N. dweller (Nafam)
was, as all the prophets foretold, a
pain  sufferer (natz’'ars from the
Aramaic fze’ar, pain); the Aramsans
pronounced the Heb.a as 0, whence
arose the Gr. form Narzoruios. (Bies-
enthal, Jewish Intelligence, Dec.
1874.) The nickname * Nazarene”
agreed with His foretold character
a8 (1) despised in man’s eyes, (2)
really glonous. Men in applying the
name unconsciously and in spite of
themselves shed glory on Him ; for
N. is akin to neetzer, a * branch,”
Messiah’s distinctive title, indicating
His descent from royal David yet
His lowly state (Isa. x1. 1) ; the same
thought and image appear in the
term tzemach (Jer. xxii. b, xxxiii.
16 ; Zech. iii. 8, vi. 12). Also Nasir.
aios, applied to a Nazarite by vow
in 0. T. (from the Heb. root neser
‘¢ dedication,” “the highprielt’a
mitre,”” and ‘‘ sovereignty’’), nds-
rectly refers to Christ under His
N.T. distinct designation * Nasar-
ene’’ and Nazoratos, i.e. del~nging
to N. BSamsoun the Nagarite, -
rated”’ or ‘‘ dedicated unto God,”
typically foreshadowed Him (Jud.
xii. 6, xvi. 30), separated as holy
unto God, and separated as an
““alien " outcast by men (Ps. lxix.
8). Though tbe reverse of a Nasarite
in its outward rules (Matt. xi. 18),
He antitypically fulfilled the spirst
cf the Nazarite vow and ritusl. Had
the prophets expressly foretold He
shonrd ge of N, it would not have
been 8o despised; nor would the
Pharisees, who were able from Mic.
v.to tell Herod Meesiah's birthplace,
Bethlehem (Matt. ii.), bava been so0
ignorant of the prophecy of His oon-
nection with N. as to say, “out of
Galilee ariseth no prophet’* (Johm
vii. 62). [See NAZARITE.}

Nazarite, properly Nazizrre; Heb.

nazir Elohwm, ‘‘one separated te
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Ged,”’ Gr. naziraios. [See Naza-
xeNe.]  Neger is also & crown or
diadein on the head; aud the hair,
the wnatural crown (Jer. vii. 29).
Joseph in (zen. xiix. 26, Dent. xxxiii.
16, i8 nezir, one ‘‘separated’’ from
his brothren, at the same timo
““ soparated ’’ to God and to be lord
of 4ypt, typifying the two sides of
Jesus' realizing the designation given
Him, “Nazarene,” inaccordanco with
ieneml pruphocy (Matt. ii. 28). In

ev. xxv. B, 11, “ neither guther the
grapes of thy ¢ N (undressed) viue,’’
the figure is taken from the *‘un-
shorn”’ looks of the N., “separated’’
(by being unpruned) from common
uso in the sabbatical and the jubilee
ears. In xv. 31 nazar expresses
‘ separation”’ from nncleanness.

The rule of the N. is given Num. vi.
2; “when either man or woman shall
soparate themselvesto . . . vowof s
N.” implies, it was no new inatita-
tion, but one now regulated by
divinely given rules. Voluntary
vows acoorded with levalism. Noah's
excees in wine, Joseph’s untrimmed
hair separating him from the closely
polled ptisns, the distinction of
clean and unclean, and the conneo-
tion of death with sin known long
before, suggested voluntary vows
prompted by religious zeal, to which
now was afforded legal sanction.
Man or woman might ordinarily of
their own free will take the vow. In

ixl cases God imposed the vow
through the parent. The penta-
teuch lays dywn the rule only fora
“N. of days’’ as the Mishna terms
it; “ the N. for perpetuity’’ appears
only in the Scripture history. g:.m-
son ordained to be a N. from the
womb (Jad. xiii, 5, 6; =xvi. 17).
Samuel iit 8 great degree (but not as
to abstinence from wine) was the
same (1 Sam. i. 11), by Hanuah
before his birth “given unto the
Lord all the days of his life . . . no
razor coming upon his head.” Also
John the Baptist, *‘ drinking neither
wine nor strong drink . . . filled
with the Holy Ghost even from his
mother’s womb,” bat not letting the
bair grow (Luke i. 15). The three
were called of God to be instruments
of & revival in great crises of Israel
and the charch. The seceming vio-
lation of the N. law in Samson’s
oontact with the dead shows that the
sgirit of the law herein rises above
the letter ; the object of his missiou
justified the deviation from rnle even
withouat ceremonial purification.

In three things the N. separated him-
self f-om ordinary men, though
otherwise freely mixing with them.
1. Abstinence from wine, strong
drink (including date and palm wine),
and the grape in whatever form; so
the highpriest and priests when per-
forming offieial functions (Lev. x. 9).
2. Not catting the hair during the
vow ; it symbolised physical strength
and youthful manhood, and thas the
man's whole powers dedicated to
the service of God; answering to
the highpriest's ‘‘ crown (neetzer) of
the anointing oil of his God’’ (Lev.
xxi. 12). 8. Non-contact with a corpse
even of a nearest relative; so the
highpriest (xxi. 11, 12). Samuel’s
N. prerogative, with (iod’s eoxtra-

ordinary eall, seem to have given him
asacerdotal character. The Nusurites
did not form an ascetic fraternity, but
followed observances typifying re-
straint of self will and fleshly uppetite
and separation unto God ; Rom. xii.
1, 2, expresses the corresponding
OSligat.ion of our Christian life to
“ nt our bodiesa living sacritice,
acoeptable unto God,” ete.
tal detil t entailed loee
of the previous time and recom-
mencing the days of his dedication,
shaving the head and the ordinary
arification enjoined for others
Nam. vi. 9—&_2, xix.m, bui(llz:
a tres offeri iar to hi
case. p?: concluding his term of
days he offered a sin offering, a
burnt offering (implying whole self
dedication), and a peace offeri
(thanksgiving) with nnleaverl:gg
bread. That the three offerings
might represent the one reality, vis.
his realizing in himself penitent faith
in God’s atouing mercy covering sin,
whole self surrender to God, and
thankfulness to Him, the three ani-
mals were of one specics, a lamb of
the first year, an ewe, a ram. His
shoru hair was put on the fire of the
altar, in order that, although human
blood must not be offered, something
of the N.’s body, and that represent-
ing his manly strength, should be
oﬂsered. ‘‘ Beparation unto Jehovah "
(vi. 2) is the radical idea. Whereas
the N. marked this by abetaining
from wine, the Christian seals his
consecration by obeying Christ’s
invitation, “drink ye all of this.”
Lightfoot (Exercit. Lukei. 15) leans
to the Jewas' identification of the vine
with the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, and the N. vow with
Adam’s state before he fell. (7)
Paul's shaving his head at Cenchree
was not & strict N.'s vow, otherwise
he would have offered his hair with
- the eacrifices at the templs door ; but
a modified N. vow, usual then in
respect to deliverances from sickness
or other calamity (Acts xviii. 18).
In xxi. 24-27 a strict N. vow is
referred to on the part of four poor
men. Paul as a charity defrayed
the cbarges of their offerings to show
Lis respect for the law. God by
Amos (ii. 11, 12) complaing, I raiged
upof yonr young inen for Nazarites.”
1t was part of Israel’s high privilege
that there were, of the class most
addicted to self indulgence, youths
who by solemn vow abstained from
wine and all defilements. God left
nothinq undone to lead Israel to holi-
ness. '‘ Her Nasarites wete purer
than snow . . . whiter than milk - . .
more ruddy in body than rubies,
their polishing was of sapphires”
(Lam. iv. 7). God made their budy
not less, but more, fair by abstinence.
Similarly Daniel (i. 8-13); David
1 Sam. xvi. 12, xvii. 42), type of
essish (8. of Sol. v. 10).” Bat
Israel so despised God’s favours as
to tempt the N. to break the vow;
‘“ye gave the N. wine to drink.”
Though not cut off from the social
world, the N. would feel in epirit
reminded by his peculiar dedication,
which was a virtual protest against
the self indulgence and self seeking
of the world, that he was not of the

holy,
Accid

world. Our rule is similar (John
xvii. 15, 16).

Neah. On the boundary of Zebulun
(Josh. xix. 13).

Neapolis. 1. In Macedonia, the port
of Philippi, ter miles off, where first
in Europe Panl lended (Acts xvi. 11).
The Turkish Kavalls. The mount-
ains, including mount Symbolum,
form & noble background. Among
the romains are those of Roman
work in the substructions of a mas-
sive aqueduct, built ou two tiers of
arches, and carrying water from
twelve miles’ distance along the sidee
of Symbolum over the valley between
the montory and the mainland
into Kavalla. The harbour has
anchorage. Dion Cassius (Hist.
BRom. xlvii. 35) mentions N. aa op-
posite Thasos, which is the position
of Kavalla. 3.=8hechem in O.T.,
Sychar in N. T. Now Nablds,
corrupted from N.

Neariah. 1.1 Chron. iii. 33, 83.
2, 1 Chron. iv. 42.

Nebai. Neh.x.19.

Nebaioth. An Arab pastoral tribe,
associated with Kedar (Isa. lx. 7).
N. was the older of the two, Ish.
mael’s firstborn (Gen. xxv. 18).
Forefather of the Nabathwmans of
Arabia Petrma mentioned at the close
of the fourth century B.C.as extending
from the Red Sea to the Dead Sea,
Petra being their capital. In 810
B.C. they were strong enough to re-
sist Antigonus (Diodorus Siculus, ii.
732, 733). In the first century B.c.

they flourished under their ‘illus-
trious '’ (Josephus, Ant. xiii. 18,§ 3;
15, § 2) king

retas, who was chosen

also king of Damascus; his succes-
sors assumed the name as an official
designation (2 Cor. xi. 32). Coina
are extant of the dynasty which
ended A.D. 105, their Nabuthean king-
dom being incorporated with Rome
a8 the province *“ Arabia.”” Josephns
(Ant.i.12,§4) regards ‘“Nabatheans”
as synouymous with ‘‘ Arabs,”’ and
says that ‘‘ Ishmael’s twelve sons
inbabit all the regions from the
Euphrates to the Red Sea ”* (comp.
Gen. xxv. 18). Many think the rock
inscriptions of Sinaito be Nabathsman,
and to belong to the centuries im-
mediately before and after Christ.
Forster (One Primeval Laug.) thinks
them lsraelite. The name ‘‘ Naba-
thean,” as applied to a people S.
and E. of Palestine, is unﬁown to
the Arab writers, yet it is on native
coins, it must therefore have been
lost long before ‘;u:y Arab Erow cl:n
geo hy or history. ut the
Am??vnyters use Nagaf for Baby-
lonians not Arabians. M. Quatre-
mere from them shows that these
Nabathwans iuhabited Mesopotamia
between the Euphrutes and Tigris;
they were Syro Chaldmeans, and were
celebrated among the Arabs for
agriculture, magic, medicine, and
astronomy.
KK
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Your of their works remain : the book
on agriculture, that on poisons, that
of Tenkeloosha the Babylonian, and
that of the secrets of t,{m sun and
moon. Chwolson (Remainsofancient
Babyl. Literature in Arabic Trans.
lations) thinks that ‘“the book of
Nabat icalture,” commenced by
Daghreeth, continced by Yanbush-
adth and finished by Kuthamee, ac-
cording to the Arab translator, Ibn
Wahsheeyeh, the Chaldean of Kis-
seen, was 8o commenced 2500 B.C.,
continued 3100, and ended under the
sixth king of a Canaanite dynasty
mentioned in the book, i.e. 1300 B.C.
Bnt the mention of names resembling
Adam, Seth, Enoch, Noah, Shem,
Abraham, and of Hermes, Agatho-
dsemon, Tammusz, and the Ionians, and
the anachronisms geogmphical, lin-
guistic, historical, and religious, point
to a modern date even as late as the
first century A.n. The Greeks and
Romans identified the Nabathmansas
Arabs,and thoagh the Nabathauns of
Petra were pastorul and commercial
whereas the Nabathmans of Meso-
potamia were, according to the books
referred to above, agricultural and
scientific, it is probable they were
both in origin the same people.
Scriptare takes no mnotice of the
Nabatheans unless ‘“tbe rams of
Nebaioth *’ (Isa. Ix. 7) refer to them,
though so often mentioning Edom.
The Nabathmans must therefore have
come into celebrity after the Baby-
lonian eaptivity. Pliny (v. 11) con-
nects the Nabatheeans and Kedreans
as Isaiah connects Nebaioth and

Kedar.

Neballat. A town of Benjamin (Neh.
xi. 84). Perbaps now Bir Nebala
E. of Gibeon (el Jib).

Nebat. Father of Jeroboam, an
Ephrathite, or Epbraimite, of Zereda
in the Jordan vaulley. Died before
his son came into notice (1 Kings xi.

26).

Nebo. 1. A town of Moab, taken
possession of by Reuben. Also the
mount of Moab, from which Moses
viewed Canaan (Deut. xxxii. 49,
xxxiv. 1). Pisgah was a ridge of the
Abarim monntains, W. from Heshbon.
N. wasa of Pisgah named from
the town NEBo close by. Isa. xv. 2,
* Moab ghall howl at ("al} N.” (Jer.
xlviii. 1; Num. xxxii. 3, 38, xxxiii. 47.)
As Israel's encampment was ** before
N.,”” t.e. to the E. of N, probably
N. was ou Pisgah’s western slope.
The peakless, horizontul straightness
of the ridge caused the parts to be
distinguished only by the uames of
adjoining villazes. As N. * faced

ericho,” and *‘ the ravine of Moses’
barying place in Moab ficed Beth.
Peor,”’ Attirus suguested by Seotzen
is too far S., and jehl el Jilud too
far N. to correspoud.  Grove sue.
gests  jebel Nebbah, K. of srady
Ilogban. B. *‘The other (town)
NkBo” was W. of Jordan, in Benja-
min (Ezra ii. 20, x. 43; Neh. vii. 33).
Perhape Beit Nulah.

Nebo. The idol of Babylon and
Assyria. Nabin (Hamitic Baby-
lonian}), Nabu (Semitic Babylonian).
Akin to Heb. nabi, “inspired,”
“ prophet.””  Deseribed as ““ the far
hearing,” ‘“ he of intelligenee,” “who
teaches.”” The cunviform areow head

is his emblem; hence named Tir,

‘“‘arrow.”’ Ausweringtothe Egyptian

“Thoth,”” the QGreek ‘‘ Hermes,’’

“ Mercury,” the ‘“inspired’’ inter-

preter or nabi of the gods, desig-

nated iu one place * inventor of the
writing of the royal tablets.” Pre-
sided over learning and letters. Pul,
from some special connection with
Babylon (Ivalush III.) gave N. a
prominence in Assyrian worship
which he had not before.
of N. with the god’s
epithets written across
the body, set np at

Calah by Pal, is in the

British Museam. Baby-
lon from early ages he{d
N.among the chief gods.
At Birs Nimrud (Bor-
sippa) was his ancient
temple, which Nebu-
chadnezzar rebuilt. He
also called his scaport on the Persian

1f Teredon, i.e. given to Tir=
ebo. The names Nabo-nassar,
Nabo.polassar, Nebu.chadnezzar,
Nabo-nadius, show N. was their
iau god. The tower of N, had
the form of the seven spheres. N.'s
sphere has the blue sacred to him.
ut “ N. stoopeth,” i.e. is prostrate,
‘““a burden to the wear ast '’ of
the congueror who carried the idol
away; so far was N. from saving Ba-
bylon (Isa. xlvi. 1; 1 Sam. v. 8, 4;
Ps. xx. 8).

Nebuchadnezzar. In the monu.
ments Nebu-kuduri-utsur, themiddle
syllable being the same as Kudur=

hedor.laomer. Explained by Gese-
nius ‘‘the prince favoured by Nebo *’;
Oppert, * Nebo, kadr=power, and
zar=prince '’; Rawlinson, “ Nebo his
Protector (participle from natzar
protect’) against misfortune '’ (ki-
dor *“ trouble ’). His father Nabo.
Elamr having overthrown Nineveb,
bylon became supreme. Married
his father’s Median ally, Cyaxares’
daughter, Amuhia, at the time of their
allinince against Awssyria 625 B.C.
(Abydenus in Euseb. Chron. Can., 1.
9.) Possibly is the Labynetus (He-
rodot. i. 74) who led the Babylonian
force under Cyaxares in his Lydian
war and whose inte ition at the
eclipse (610 B.c.) concluded the cam-
paign. Sent by Nabopolassar to
punish Pharaoh Necho, the con-
queror of Josiah at Megiddo. De-
feated Necho at Carchemish (605
B.C.) and wrested from him all the
ternitory from Eaphrates to Egypt
(Jer. ;{vi.\2, 12; 2 Kings xxiv. 7)
which he had held for three years, so
that “he came not again any more
out of his land.” Becamne master of
Ceelosyria, Phoenicia, and Palestine.
Tuook Jerusalem in the third year of
Jehoinkim, and ““carried into the
land of Shinar, to the house of his
god (Merodach), purt of the vessels
of the liouse of God” (Dan. i 1, 2;
2 Cliron. xxxvi. 6). Daniel and the
three children of the royval sced were
at that tite taken to Babylon. N.
mounted the throne 604 B.c., having
rapidiy  recrorsed  the desert with
hix Hcht troops and reached Babylon
before any disturbance could take
pluce. He brought with him Jeho-
vah's vessels and the Jewish captives.
The fourth year of Jelioiakim coin.

A statue

cided with the first of Nebuchadnezzar
(Jer. xxv.1). Intheearlier part of the
ear N. smote Necho at Carchemish
1lvi. 2). Thede{)omtionﬁom Jeru-
salem was shortly before, vis. in the
end of Jehoiakim’s third year; with
it begins the Babylonian captivity,
603 B.C. (xxix. 1-10.) Jehoiakim after
three years of vaswalage revolted, in
reliance on Egypt (3 Kings xxiv. 1i.
N. sent bands of Chaldees, Byrians,
Moabites, and Ammouitesagainst him
gfr. 2). Phmnicia next revolted.
en in person N. marched against
Tyre. Intheseventh year of hisreign
he marched thence against Jeru-
salem ; it surrendered, and JEHO!:s-
KIM [see] fell, probai:ll in battle,
Josephus says N. put him to dearh
(Aunt. x. 6, § 3). Jehoiukim after a
three months’ reign was carried awsy
to Babylon by N. with the princes,
,warriors, aud oraftsmen, and the
palace treasures, and Solomon’s gold
vessels cut in pieces, at his third
advanceagainst JPernsa.{em (ver.8-16).
Tyre fell 585 B.C., after a 13 years’
siege. Meantime Zedekiah, N.'s
sworn vassal, in treaty with Pharsch
Hophra (Apries) revolted (Esek. xsii.
15). N. besieged him 588-586 B.c.,
and in spite of a temporury rising of
the siege through Hophra (Jer.
xxxvii. 5-8) took and destroyed
Jerusalem after an 18 months’ siege
(2 Kings x3v.). Zedekiah’s eyes were
put out after he bad seen his sons
slain first at Riblah, « here N. *“ gave
judgment upou him,” and was kept
a prisoner in Babylon the rest of his
life. {See GEDALIAH, NEBUZARADAN,
JerusALEN.] Pheenicia submitted
t% him (Eze;{i xx:lii—nviii.: Jose-
us, Ap. i. 21), an. was pun-
ghed .Fer. xlvi. 18—%'? sek. fxix.
2-10, Josephus, Ant. x. 9, § 7).

N. is must eelebrated for his buildings :

the temple of Bel Merodach at Baly-
lon (the Kasr), built with his Byrian
spoils (Josephus, Ant. x. 11, § 1);
tﬁg fortifications of Babylen, three
lines of walls 80 ft. broad. 0 high,
enclosing 180 square miies; a new
g&lace near his father’s wkich he

nished in 15 days, atteched to it
were his ‘‘ hanging gardens,’’ a

uare 400 ft. each eide sud 75 ft.
high, supported on arched galleries
increasing in height from the base to
the summit; in these were cliam.
bers, one containing the engiues for
raising the water to the mound; im-
mense stones imtated the surface f
the Median mountain, to remind his
wife of her native land. The st.nd.
ard inscription (‘' I completely made
strong the defences of Babylin,
may it last for ever . . . the city
which I have glorified,” ete.) ac-
cords with Berosus’ statement, and
nine tenths of the bricks tn situ are
stamped with Nebuchadvezzar's
name. Danicl (iv. 80) too reconls
his boast, * is not this great Babyl.:n
which I hare buslt by the might . .f
my power and for the honour of oy
majesty ?*° Sir H. Rawlinson (Inscr.
Asssr. and Babyl,, 76, 77) statea that
the bricks of 100 ditferent towns
about Baydad all bear the one in.
scriptior, *‘ Nebucbadnessar, son of
Nabopolusaar, king of DBabylon ™
Abyvdero~ states N. made tha nahe
malekha_* rayal viver,” a branch foom
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the Kuphrates, and the Acracanns;

also the reservoir abuve the city

Sippars, 90 miles round and 120 ft.

deep, with sluices to irrigate the

low land; also & quay on the Per.
sian gulf, and the city Teredon on
the Arabian border. The network
of irrigation by canals between the

Tigris and Euphrates, and on the

right bank of the Euphrates to the

stony desert, was his work ; also the
canal still traceable from Hit at the

Euphrates, running 400 miles S.E.

to the bay of Grane in the Persian

f. - Hji,l system of irrigation made

bylonia o gurden, enriching at
onoce the people and himself. The
long list of various officers in Dan.
iii. 1-8, 287, also of diviners forming
a hierarchy (ii. 48), shows the
extent of the organization of the
empire, so that the emblem of so
vast a polity is “a tree . . . the
height reaching unto heaven, and the
sight to the end of all the earth . . .
in which was meat for all, nnder
which the beasts . . . had shadow
sand the fowls dwelt in the boughs
and all flesh was fed of it’ (iv.
10-13). In chup, ii. 37 he is called
‘“king of kings,’’ i.e. of the various
kingdoms whithersoever ha turned
his arms, Ezypt, Nineveh, Arabia,
Phoenicia, Tyre.

lmiah’s patriotism was shown in coun.
velling resistance to Assyria; Jere-
mish’s (xxvii.) in urging submission
to Babylon as the only safety; for
God promised Judah’s deliverance
from the former, Lut * gave all the
lands into Nebachadnezzar's hands,
snd the beasts of tha field also, to
sorve him and his son and his son’s
son.” The kingdom originally given
to Adam (Gen. i. 28, ii. 19, 20), for-
feited by sin, God temporarily dele-
gl.ted to N., the * head of gold,” the

ot of the four great world powers
(Dan. ii. and vii.). As N. and the
other three abused the trust, for self
not for God, tbe Son of Man, the
Fifth, to whom of rigbt it belonys,
shall wrest it from themn and restore
to man his lost inheritauce, ruling
with the saiuts for God’s glory and
man’s blessedness (Ps. viii. 4-6;
Rev. xi. 15-18; Dan. ii. 34, 35, 44,
45, vii. 18-27).

N. was ponished with the form of in-
mnity called lycanthropy (fancying
himself a beast and living in their
haunts) for pride ‘;lze’l)leil;n.dtged byD:nis
gmt conguest an u ngs .
lvgnghen man would beas Goé, like
A and N. he sinks from lordshi
over creation to the brute level an:
loses his true manhood, which is
likeness to God (Gen. i, 27, ii. 19,
iii. 5; Ps. xlix. 6, 10-12, Ixxxii. 6, 7);
& key to the s]yrni)olism which repre-
sents the mighty world kingdoms
as ‘*beasts ”’ an. vii.). Angel
“ watchers”’ demand that every
mortal be hnmbled whosoever would
obscure God’s glory. Abydenns
(268 1B.c.) states: “N. baving
ascended anpon his roof pre-
dicted the Persian conguest of Baby-
lon (which he knew from Dau.
ii. 89), praying that the conqueror
might be borne where there is no

th of men and where the wild
z&s&s grage’’; a corruption of the
true story and confirming it. The

panorama of the world’s glory that
overcame N. through the lust of the
eye, a8 he stood on his palace roof,
Satan tried upon Jesus in vain (Matt.
iv. 8-10). In the standard inscrip-
tion N. says, “for four years m
Babylon bnildings for the honour of
my kingdom [ did not lay out. In
the worship of Merodach my lord I
did not sing his praiscs, I did wot
farnish his altar with victims, nor
clear ont the canals” (Rawlinson,
Herodotus, ii. 586). It was * while
the word was in the king’s month
there fell a voice from heaven . . .
thy kingdom is departed from thee”
(comp. Herod, Acts xii. 19, 20). His
nobles co.operated in bis being
“driven from men’ (Dan.iv. 33);
these same ‘‘ counsellors and lords
sought unto bim,” weary of anarchy
after the ‘‘seven times,” 1.e. 8 com-
plete sacred cycle of time, a week of
years, had passed over him, and with
the glimmer of reason left he “ lifted
up his eyes unto heaven,” instead of
beast like tnrning his eyes downward
(comp. Jonah ii. 1, 2, 4), aud turned
to Him that sroote him (Isa. ix. 13),
and * honoured Him ' whom before
he had robbed of His due houonr.
Ps. cxvi. 12, 14; Markv. 15, 18, 19;
comp. on the spiritual lesson Job
xxxiti. 17, 18; 1 Sam. ii. 8; Prov.
xvi. 18.  Messiah’s kingdom alone
will be the ‘‘tree’”” under whose
shadow all nations, and even the

|

|

dumb creatares, shall dwell in bliss-°

ful barmony (Ezek. xvii. 23; Matt.
xiii. 82; [sa. xi. 6-9).

Nitocris was probably his second
queen, an Egyptian (for this ancient
name was revived about this time, as
the Egyptian monunients prove), for
he lived G0 years after his marriage
to his first queen Amuhia (625 B.C.).
Herodotus ascribes to Nitocris many
of the works assigned by Berosus to
N. On bhis recovery, according to

the standard inscription, which coun- ,

firms Scripture, he added *‘ wonders”
in old age to those of his earlier
reign. He died 661 B.C., 83 or 84
years old, after reigning 43 years.
evotion to the gods, especially Bel
Merodach, from whom he named his
son and successor Evil Merodach,
and the desire to rest his fame on
his great works and the arts of peace
rather than his warlike deeds, arehis
favourable characteristics in the
monuments. Pride, violence and fory,
and cruel sternness, were N.’s faults
(ii.12,iii. 19; 2 Kings xxv. 7, xxir. 8).
Not to Daniel but to N., the first re-
presentative head of the world power
who overcame the theocracy, the
dreams were given announcing its
doom. The dream was the appro-
priate form for one ontside the king-
dom of God, as N. and Pharaoch
(Gen. xli.). But an Israelite must
interpret it; and N. w.rshipped
Daniel, an earnest of the future
prostration of the world power be-
fore Christ and the cburch (Rev. iii.
9; 1 Cor. xiv. 25; Phil. ii. 10; 1
Cor. vi. 2; Luke xix. 17). The
image set up by N. represented him-
self the hend of the first world power,
of whom Daniel had said * thou art
this head of gold.” Duniel was re-
garded by N. as Divine, and 8o was not
asked to worship it (Dan. ii.46). The

\

60 cubits’ height includes together the
image, 27 cubits (40} ft.), and the
fedestx] 33 (50 ft.). Herodotus, i.
&S,Bimifsrl ymentions Belus’ imagein
the temple at Babylon as 40 ft. high.
Oppert found in the Dura (Dowair)
lain the podestal of what must have
n a colossal statune. N. is the
fororunner of autichrist, to whose
“image” whosoever will not offer
worship shall be killed (Rev. xiii. 14).

Nebushasban. Derived from Nebo;
an officer of Nebuchadnezsar at the
taking of Jerusalem; he was Rab-
garis, s.e. chief the eunuchs (as
Ashpenaz, Dan. i. 3), as Nebuzar-
adan was Rab-tabbachim, i.e. chief of
the body guard,and Nergul Sharezer
was Rabmag, i1.e. chief of the priests
(Jer. xxxix. 13).

Nebusaradan. From Nebo, the
idol; ear, ‘“ prince”’; and or
adon, “lord "’ (Gesenius) ; but Fiirst,
from dana (Sanskrit), “cut off.”’
““ Captain of the guard,” lit. ** chief
of the slanyhterers’’; next to the
royal person (2 Kings xxv. 8-18, Jer.
xxxix. 9-13). Assumed the chief
command on arriving after the siege
of Jerusalem. Directed what was
to be done with the plunder and
captives [see Curnvmrf Took the
chief Jews for jndgment to Nebu-
chadnezzar at Riblah. Visited Jeru-
salem four years later, and took
away more captives (Jer. lii. 80). By
Nebuchadpeszar’s irection, N.
“looked well to Jeremiah,” gave
him his choice of going to Babylon
or staying, then sent him with Wic-
toals and a present, to he protected
by Gedaliah the governor left over
Judah, after having first told the
Jews ‘“ Jehovah hath done according
as He hath said, because yo have
sinned against Jehovah' (xxxix. 11-
14; xl. 2-3). The heathen knew,
through Jeremiah, it was Jehovah’s
doing; comp. the prophecy, Deut.
xxix. 24, 25. How humiliating to
the Jews to be admonished of their
sin by a Gentile ruler!

Neck. “ Lay down necks,” 1.e. risked

. their lives (Rom. xvi. 4). Ps. xviii.
40, “ Thon hast given . . . pecks of
enemies,” 1i.c. made them turm their
backs in flight before me (Keil) ; so
Exod. xxiii. 27, or enabled me to

TREADING CAFTIVES UNDRR POOR.

put my foot on their necks, subject-
g them utterly to me; as Josh. x.
24, xi. 8, 12, Ps. cx. 5. Isa. viii. 8,
““he shall overflow, he shall reach
even to the neck ’’: when the waters
reach the neck a man is near drown-
ing ; Sennacherib’s overflowing hosts
reached so far, but Jerusalem the
head was not overflowed (xxx. 28,
Hab. iii. 13). The *stiff neck ™ is
an image from oxen unpliant and
casting the ‘‘yoke’ off the neck
(Acts vii. b1, Matt. xi. 29). Contrust
the yoke men must wear who reject
Chnst’s easy yoke (Deut. xxviii. 48.)
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Necromancars. Evokers of the
spirita of the dead (Deut. xviii. 11).
[See DivINERS.]

Nedabiah. 1 Chron. iii. 16, 18.
Brother of Salathiel or Shealtiel;
son, i.e. grandson, of Jeconigh. Ze-
dekinh, Jeconiah’s son (not the Zede-
kinh his uncle, last ,kiug: 2 Kings
xxiv. 17), died “childless” (Jer. xxi.
30). Asir, another son, left only a
druaghter who, accordmg to the law
of heiresses (Num. xxvil. 8), married
into her puternal tribe, viz. Neri,

aung from Nathan, David's son
?{Pll) Lord A. Hervg,y makes N.,
etc., sons of Neri in lineal descont
the Hist in Chronicles ouly giving the
order of succession.

Neginah. Heb. neginath (singular).
Title Ps. 1xi. The construct form;
transl. therefore *‘upon the tnstru-
mental music of Darvid.”” As Hab.
jili. 19 ‘ to the chief singer on my
stringed instruments *’; also Amos
vi, B, “invent mvt:ummts of music
like David.” NEGINOTH ' (plural),
the general name for all stringed
instraments (1 Sam. xviii, 6,10; xix.
9; xvi. 16-18, 23 ; Ps. xxxiil. 2, xcii.
35 lxviil. 25; ecl. 4), played with the
hand or 2 plectrum or qmll from

niggsen, Performed masic.” Ps.iv.
title: for “on’’ transl. (3) “to be
accomgnmed with stringed instru-

ments ’ (Hengstenborg); vi., liv., lv,
Ixvii., Ixxvi. But Deﬁtmh «
g‘mah denotes not a .J.rtlculn.r
-8tringed instrument, but the music
ou such instruments [often a tannt-
mg song, Heb. Ps. Ixix. 13, Job xxx.

9] ; Neginoth is the music formed by
numerous notes running snto one
another, not various instruments.”
In Hab. iii. 19 the direction is the
proph: ~t s to the precentor or * chief
singer,”” how the ode was to be per-
formed in the temple liturgy. He
had a stringed instrument of his
own (““my”) of a form adapted to
sccompany his subject, jor rather
(Hengstenberg) tho* my"” is Israel’s
sacred nationul temple music. As
Shigionoth in the beginning marks
the melody erratic and enthusiastic-
ally ¥rregular as suited to tho sub-
ject, 50 Neginoth at the close dircets
a3 to the instrument to be used
(comp. Isa. xxxviii. 20).

Nehe amite. A title from the father
or tho country, Shemainh (Jer. xxix.
24,31.32). Halam meansu“drem
Jeremiah glances at the ‘“ dreamer ”
scornfully (wmp ver. 8).

Nehemiah. [Sce Ezna, MarLacai.]
1. Son of Hulmluh, soemmgly of
Judah, 18 his kinsmau Hanani was so
{Neh. i. 2} ; anl Jerusalem was “tlle
place of his fathers’ sepulchres ™ (ii.
3). Probably he was of David’s
lmeage, as his uame varied appears
i it, “ Nauum’ (Luke iii. 23), and
his kinsmmx's name too, Hananiah,
son of Zerabbabel (1 Chron. iii. 19);
his ** fathrs’ sepulchres” would be
those of D:irf’s royal line. Cup-
bearer of Arlaxerxes (Longhmanus)
according to Lis own autobiography,
at Susa or Shushan, the prinecipal
Persian pualic:; Echatana was the
royal sumumer residence, Babylon
the spring, Perspolis the autumn,
and Susa the winter.  In Artaxerxes’
20th year Hanani with other Jews
rame from Jerusalem, reporting tbat

the remnant there were in great
affliction, the wall broken down, and
the g'abes burned. ' Sorrow at, the
tidings drove him to fasting in ex-
pression of sadness,and prayer before
the God of heaven, who alone could
remedy the evil. His prayer (i.4-11)
wag marked by unportuna,te con-
Lmutty, day and night” (comp. Isa.

6, 7; Lake xviii. 7), intercession
j‘or Israel, confession of individual
and national sin, pleading that God
should remember His promises of
mercy upon their turning to Him,
however far cast out for transgres-
sion ; also that He should remember
they are His people redeemed by His
strong hand, therefore His hononr is
at stake in their persons; and that
N. aod they who pray with him
degire to fear God’s name (Isa. xzvi.
8; contrast Ps. lxvi. 18 ; comp. Dan.
ix., Lev. xxvi. 33-39, ﬁent. v, 25-
31), Instly he asks God to dispose
Artaxerxes’ heart to “mercy’’ (Prov.

xxi.1). “Let Thineear . . . hine
eyes be open . hear the pmyer,
is an allusion to Solomon mye
Kings viii. 28, our

months (Neh. i. 1, u l), from Chis-
len to Nisan, of praying and waiting,
in Artaxerxes’ 2()t.€1 year N. with
sad countenance ministered as his
cupbearer. The king noticed his
mel&ncholy (Prov. xv. 13) and asked
its cause. N. wns ‘“sore afraid,”
bat replied it was for the desolation
of the city “the place of his fathers’
sepulchres.”” Artaxerxes maid, ¢ for
what dost thou . . . reqnest?” N.
ejaculated his request to God first,
then to the earthly king. There
secmed no interval between the
king's question and N.’s answer, yet
2 mwentous transaction had passed
between earth and heaven that de-
cided the issue in behalf of N. (Isa.
Ixv. 21) Artaxerxes, “ according to
the good hand of N.'s God apon
him,” granted him leave to go to
Jorusalem for a time, and letters to
the provincial governors beyoud the
Eaphrates to conyey him forward,
and to Asaph to supply timber for
the palace gates, ete.

As‘““ goveraor’’ (pechah,also tirshatha)
he hud an escort of cavalry, and so
reached Jerusalem, where ho stayed
inactive three days, probably the
usual term for purificationaftera jour-
ney. Notwithstanding EzrA’s [see
commission in Artaxerses’ sevent|
year (4537 B.c.), after tho dead period
from the sixth of Darinsto thut year,

a period in which there is no history |,

of the returned Jews (Ezra vi. 15—
vii. 1, ete.) and only the history of
the forcign Jews in %sthcr, and not-
withstanding the additional numbers
aud resources which Ezra had
brought, N. now, in Artaxerzes’
20th year, in his secret ride of ob-
servation by night found Jerusalem
in deplorable plight (Neh. ii. 12-16;
comp. Isa. Ixiv. ¥-12). The account
is given in the first person, which
often recurs; he formns his secret
resolution to none but God in whose
strength lie moved. How the great.
ext movements for good often origin-
,ate with one individual! He next
enlisted in the restoration the
nobles, priests, and rulers. Bat his
continual deperdence wag ‘ the hand

of his God good upon him’’ (Neh. i1.
8, 18), a phrase common to Eara
ulso(Ezm vii.6,9,28; comp. v. 5),a.nd
marking their Jomt fellowship in
God. here a good work is there
will be opposition; so Sanballat the
Horonite, and the slave Tobiah the
Ammonibe, and Geshem the Arabian
mocked the work, and a.lleged it was
rebellion against the king; N. told
them he would persevere in reliance
upon “ the God of heaven,’” but * ye
have no right in Jerusalem.”” Psalm
extiii. was eventually wntten at thu
time in reference to their morn
whilst ¢ at ease themselves’’; N.'s
““ hear, 0 our God, for wo are
despised (Neh. iv. .3 4) answers to
Terael’s “ unto Thee lift ] up mine
eyes, our soul is filled with the coun-
tempt,” etc. His great work was
the restoration of the city walls as
the first step towards civil govern-
meut, the revival of the national
spirit, and the bringing back of the
riests and Levites to reside with a
ecling of security for their peraonl
and for the tithes and offeri
Messinh’s advent was associ:
Da.mel (ix. 25-27) with the comman
to “restore and build Jerusalem *’
and Jeremiah too had foretold tho
city shall be built to the Lord from
the tower of Hananeel unto the gate
of the cormer, and the measuring
line shall go forth overags.mat itu
the hill én.reb Gath "’ (fg:
xxxi. 39). Each repa:red over against
his house (Neh. iii.), teaching that in
the spiritual building we must each
begin with our owan homs and neigh-

bourhood aud circle; then charty
begmmng at home will uot end
there. ‘" Shallum repaired, he and
his daughters” (iii. 13; comp. Rom.

xvi. 1, 3-5, 6, 12). Even Eha.shxb the
balf hearted bi hpriest repaired.
The Tekoite * nogles (alone) put not
their necks to the work of their
Lord” (comp. Jud. v. 23} ; but gene-
i“the people had a mind to
work "’ (Neh. iv. 8), so that soon ‘““all
the wall was joined.” The 43 sta-
tions of restoration (iii.) answer to
the 42 stations of Israel’s pilgrim
march in the desert (Num. xxxii.).
Sunballat’s party then * conspired to
fight inst Jerusalem and hinder
it.” used means, “sotting a
watch day and mght, at the same
time ‘ praying unto our God” to
bless the means. He bad not only to
contend with adversaries plottmg
attack when the Jews should
kmow nor see,”” but with his own
men complaining *the strength of
the bearers is docayed, and there is
much rubbish, so that we are not able
tobuild’’'(Neh.iv. 8-11). Moreover the
Jews dwelling among the adversaries
again and again kept him in alarm
with warnin, “from all placee
(whence) ye s all return nnto us (s.e.
whence ye can come ou&to us) they
will sct upon you. Dien
takes asher not ‘‘ whenoe” bat
“truly ”’ (asin 1 Sam. xv. 20): ‘‘ yea
from all places, truly (yes) rotnrn to
us,”’ leaving off your work, for tbe
foes are too many for you; counsel
of pretended friends (comp. Neb. iv.
12 with vi. 17- lfQ) ﬂBut Nthb’.em
the people by families with weapons
in the ﬁ:wer as well as the higher
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places of the wall, and encouragin

them to ‘‘remember the Lord,’

baffled the enemy; thenceforward
balf wrought and half held the
weapons, the builders and the bear-
ers of burdens wrought with one
hand and with the other held a
weapon. N. had the trumpeter next
him to give alarm, 80 as to gather the
poople against the fue wherever he
should a F‘mmh; none g;t off their
clothes ng the time (iv. 23).

W. also remedied the state of debt and
bondage of many Jewe by forbidding
usnry and bondservice, and set an
example by not baing chargeable all
the twelve years that he was gover-
nor, as former governors had been,
on the Jews; “s0 did not I,” says
he, “‘because of the fear of God”
(v.). Nay, more, he daily entertained
150 Jews, bosides those that came
from among the heathen. His
prayer often repeated is *‘ think upon
me, my (od, for good mccordin7 to
all that I have done for this people ”’
(v. 19, xiii. 14; comp. Heb. v. 10,
Aotas x. 4, Matt. x. 42). Whilst he

leads bis efforts, not feigning a mock
umility, he closes with * remember

me, O my God, and spare me accord-
il;? to the ness of Thy mercy”
(Neh. xiii. 22, 31), tke pablican’s and

the dying thief’s prayer. Sanballatin
vain triezbo decoy him to a conference
(vi.); N.replied, “ Iam doinq agreat
work, I cannot come down’ (Luke
ix. 625 Then Shemaiah, suborned
by Sanbdallat, tried to frighten him
to flee into the temple, where le
was detained by a vow (1 Bam. xxi.
7), in order to delay the work and
give an appearauce of conscivus
gailt on the part of N.; bat neither
he nor the prophetess Noadiah could
put him in fear, ‘‘ should such a man
w3 I (the governor who ought to
animate others) flee!”” Fearing God
(Neh. vi.9, 14; v. 15) I have noue else
to fear (Iea. xxviii. 16). His safeguard
was prayer ; ‘‘ strengthen my hands,
my God, think Thou upon’” m
enemies (Neh. vi. 9, 14). 8o Davi
repelled the false friends’ counsel to
“flee '’ (Ps. xi. 1). N.’s foes were
‘“much cast down when thoy per-
ceived that this work was wronght
of our God.”
. exxvi. 2 is Israel's eong at the
time: ‘‘then said they among the
heathen, the Lord hatl done great
things for them . . . turn again our
captivity (reverse our depression by
bringing Prosperity again) as the
streams of the S. (as the rainstreams
in the Neyeb or dry 8. of Cansan
return, filling the wadies and glad-
dening the parched country); they
that sow in tears shall reap inljoy."
The Jews kept the passover ‘‘ with
joy’’ on the dedication of God’s
ouse, the foundation of which had
been laid amidst ‘“loud weeping”’
mingled with shouts of joy (Ezra
bm;al 11—:3,h vi. 29). 'odi)s' cxxv.
0] the same period, encourag-
ing m godly to persevere, “for
they that trust in Jehovab shall be
as mount Zion which cannot be
removed,”’ for they have * Jehovah
round about ”’ them * as the mount-
ains sre round about Jerusalem,”
and “‘ the sceptre (rod) of the wicked
(Pemsin, the world power then) shall

not (always) remain upon the lot of
rightrons ' Israel, lest, patient faith
giviug way (Ixxiii. 13), od’s people
shuuld relieve themselves by unlaw-
ful means (lsa. lvii. 16); ¢ putting
forth the hands ' is said of presump-
tuous acts, as iu Gen. iii. 22. *Turn-
ers aside unto their own crooked
ways '’ were those who held corre-
spondence with Tobiah, as Shemaiah
and the nobles of Judah (Neh. vi.
10-14, 17-19; xiii. 4, Eliashib).

The wall having been built and the
doors set up (chap. vii.), N. gave
charge of Jerusalem to Hanani and
Hananiah, ‘“a faitbful man who
feared God above many,”’ and set
‘‘ every one inshis watch over against
his house.” Next he found a regis-
ter of the genealogy of those who
first returned from %abylon, 42 360,
and took the census; see Eeraii.,
which is drawn from the same
document. N. took the register in

a later form than that given by

Exrﬁ for the number of those who
could not prove their pedigree is re-
duced by sabsequent searches from
652 in Ezrg ii. 60 to 642 in Neh. vii.
62. The tirsbatha in Ezra ii. 68 is
Zierubbabel 90 years before,in Nehe-
miah N, himself. The items vary, the
sum total 42,360 is the same, Ezra ii.
64, Neh. vii. 66; Ezra has 200,
N. 245, singers, the number being
augmented by histime. Inofferings,
the drams of gold in sum are 61,000
in Ezra, but in Neh. (vii. 70-72) 20,000
from the chief fathers, 20,000 from

the ple, and 1000 from the tir-
shatha. Only 100 priests’ garments
were needed in ‘‘setting up the
house of God” at its 7oundatio'n

(Ezra ii. 68, 69); but at its dedi-
cation after complete renovation 530
were given by the tirshatha and 67
by the people (Neh. vii. 70, 72). The
occasions of Kgra ii. and Neh. vii.
are palpably distinct, though each
embodied from a common document
sanctioned by, Haggai and Zechariah
(Zerubbnbel'! he%pera) as much as
suited their distinct pu s. Ezra’s
reading of the law to the assembled
ple followed: chap. viii. (he had
just returned from Persia with N.),
445 B.c. N. comforted them when
weeping at the words of the law:
“weep mot, for the joy of the
Lord 18 your strength”’ (fsa. Ixi. 8
Matt. v. 4, Pe. li. 12, 13); “gond
rtions unto them for whom nothing
18 prepared ’’ (Lnke xiv. 13) ; and the
keeping of the feast of tabernacles
more formally according to the law
than the earlier one in Kzra iii. 4 at
the setting up of the altar, indeed
with greater enthusiasm of all as
one man (not excepting 1 Kings viii.
2, 65) than kad beon since Joshua's
days, reading the law not merely the
first and eighth days (as enjoined in
Lev. xxiii. 85, 36), but every day of
the feast (viii. 18). The 119th Psalm
doubtless was written (probably b;
Egra) at_this time, expressing suc
burning love to the law throughout.
A fast followed. The law awakened a
sense of sin (Neh. ix.) ; so first they
put away strangers, as lsrael must be
a separate le, and read the lawa
fourth of the day, and another fourth
confessed sin and worshipped, the
Levites leading; then they made a

oovenant to walk in God’s law, not
to intermarry with heathen, to keep
the sabbath, and to pay a third of a
shekel éach for the service of God’s
temple, to bring the firstfruits and
firstborn, and not to * forsake the
house of our God,” (chap. x.) the
princes, Levites, aud priests sealing
it. The reason for taking the cen-
sus in vii. 4, 5, etc., now appears,
vis. to arrange for so disposing
the people who were * few ” 1n the
‘“large”’ but scantily built city as to
secare it8 safety and future growth
in houses (chap. xi.). Of the cepsus
the heads of Judah and Beujamin
dwelling at Jerusalem arc :iveu, nlso
of priests and Levites there; but
mer-ly the names uf the villages and
towus through the country (xi., comp.
1 Chroun. ix.). Then the heads of the
courses of priests, and the correspond-
ing names at the time of the retarn
from Babylon, with a few particulars
of the priests’ and Levites’ genealogy -
xii. 1-26). Therulers were to dwell at

erusalem ; of the le one of ten
by lot were to dweﬁe0 ere and nine
in other cities (xi.). In chap. xii.
the highpriests are given from the
national archives down to Jappua
[see], and the Levites down to his
contemporary DaR1US [see] the Per-
sian, Codomanus.

The dedication of the walls by N,
the princes, priests, and Levite sing-
ers in two companies, followed (Neh.
xii. 27-47); 2 Maco. alleges that
the temple too was now dedicated
after its repair by funds gathercd
from the people. This will ex-

Plain N.'s contributions including
¢ priests’ garments’’ (vii. 70) after
the census, besides other gifts.
Finally, in Artaxerzes’ 32nd year
(434 B.c.) N. severed from Is sll
the mixed multitade (xiii.), Ammon-

- ites sud Moabites, and boldly cast
out Tobiah from the chamber 1n the
temple which Eliashib his connecticn
had assigned him, and restored to it,
after its cleansing, the temple vessels,
meat offerings, and frankincense
which had n previously kept
there. Firmly he reproved the
rulers for breaking their covenant
(x. 89 end), saying ‘“why is the
house of God forsaken P’’ and insist-
ing that the Levites’ portions should
be given them, for the neglect of
this duty had driven the Levites to
their country fields. N. caused
Judah to bring the tithes to the
temple treasuries (in which Mava-
CHI [see] supported him, Mal. iii. 8),
and appointed Shelemiah the priest,
Zadok the scribe, and the Levite
Pedaiah, as “faithful *’ treasurers, to
distribute unto their brethren. Also
he * testified against ” those selling
victnals and treading winepresses,
and contended with the nobles for
trafficking with Tyrian and other
waresmen on the sabbath, one great
cause of God’s past judgmeut on
the nation (2 Chron. xxxvi. 21; Lev.
xxvi. 84, 35, 43). So he closed the
gates from sabbath eve to the end of
the sabbath, and drove away the
merchants lodging outside the wall.
His Inst recorded act is his contend-
ing with, cursing, smiting, and pluck-
ing the hair off, some of those who
formed intermarriages with heathen,
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the source of Solomon’s apostasy,
and his chasing away Joinda’s son,
Eliashib’s grandson, for marrying
the daughter of Sanballat the Horon.
ite. eal for the purity of God’s
worship, priesthood, and people,
makes the act praiseworthy as one
of faith, whatever exception may be
taken to the manner. The Antitype
combined holy firmness and vigour
of act with calm dignity of manner
(John &, 13-17; Ps. lix. 9; Matl.
xxi. 12, 18). The language of Malachi
(ii. 4, 5, 10-12), N.’s supporter, is
in undesigned harmony with Neh.
xiii. 27, 29, ‘transgress against our
God in marrying strange wives,”
“defiled . . . the covenant of the
priesthood.”’

After Artaxerxes’ 32ud year we know
no more of N. Like Moses, he left
a sﬁlendid court, to identify himself
with his countrymen tn their depres-
sion. Disinterestedly patriotic, he
**came to seek the welfare of the chil-
dren of Israel” (Neh. ii. 10). Coura-
geous and prompt as a soldier in a
crisis requiring no ordinary bolduess,
at the same time prudent as a states-
msn in dealing alike with his adver-
saries and with the Persian autocrat,
rallying about him and organizing
his countrymen, he governed with-
out fear or partiality, correctin
abuses in high places, and himsel
setting a bright example of nuselfish-
ness aond princely liberality, abuve
all walkingin continual prayerfulness,
with eyes ever turned towards God,
and samming up all his work and
all his hope ia the humble prayer at

) ;_he close, ‘ remember me, O my God,
or .

3. A chief who returned with Zerub-
babe! (Ezra ii. 2). 3. Son of Azbuk,
ruler of half Bethzar, repaired the
wall (Neh. iii. 16).

Nehemiah, Book of. The book is
not an appendix to Ezra, as its dis-
tinet title proves, ‘“the words of Ne-
hemiah the son of Huachaliah,” nor
wonld the same author give two lists
of those returned froim Babylon (Esra
ii., Neh. wii.), and yet leave seemning
discrepancies in details. In chaps.
viii., ix., x., the prominenco of Eara
is probably the cause why Nehe-
minh uses the third person of him-
self, instead of the first which he uses
elsewhere. The ‘“we' and “our” in
ix. and x., as to scaling the covenant,
identitice the writer as au eye wit-
ness, yet not singled out for notice
from the rest. The prayer in chap.
1x.ia in style such as Ezra * the ready
neribe in the law of Moses™ would
compose. The close fellowship of
Nehemiah and him would naturally
in these passages produce the simni-
larity of phraseology (Ezra iv. 18, vi.
22 with Neli. viii. 8 17). Chsp. xii.
10, 11, 22, 23 msotious Jaddua and
Darius the Persian; it is probably
the addition of those who cllnsod the
). T. canon, testifying the continu-
ance to their time of the ordinances
and word of God. 1t is even possible
thit Nehemianb lived long enongh to
record there being an heir presump-
tive to the highpriesthood, Jaldua,
then an infant. The register of Le-
vites in ““the book of Chronicles™
r «ichnd only down to “Johanan son of
Ellhib,” ver. 28, The two “ands”
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in ver. 22 show “and Jaddua™
is & later addition. Nehemiah was
governor for 12 years (ver. 14), then
in Artaxerxes’ 32und year returned to
his post as ‘‘ cupbearer’’; he ‘‘at the
end of days’’ (marg.,s0 1 Sam. xxvii.
7 “a full year,”” marg. ‘‘a year of
daye’’) after a full year obtained

leave to return; ‘“all this time,” vis. |

a year, Nehemiah was not at Jeru.
salem, and Eliashib introduced the
abuses (Neh. xiii. 1, 4-6, etc.). How
long Nehemiah stayed this second
time is oot recorded. “On that day”
does not refer to the dedication, but
to Nehemial’s return: ver. 6, 7. It
is a general expression, not strictly
chronological.

Nehemiah's description of Artaxerxes’
character as anmiable (Neh. ii. 1-8)
accords with Plutarch (Vit. Artax.,
vig. Longimanus), “the first of the
Persian monarchs for mildness and
magaanimity.”’ Diodorus Siculus (xi.
71, § 2) says the Persians celebrated
the equity and moderation of his
government. The mention of the
building of the city *‘ walls "’ in the
adversaries’ letter to Artaxerxes
Pseudo Smerdis does not justify
Smith’s Bible Dict. in the conjecture
that this letter (Ezra iv. 12, etc.) was
written under Nehemiab's govern-
ment, and is in its wrong place in
Ezra, for it is an evaggeration of the
adversaries, the truth heing that only
the temple walls, which might be re-
garded as a city wall on that side of
the city, and the walls of private
houses, were then being bailt.

In style the bovk of Neh. resembles
Chronicles and Ezra, proving that it
is of the age it purports to be. The

. word metziltaim, *‘ cymbals,’”’ occurs
in the three and nowhere else. So
’iggu.rtlw., “a letter,”” iu the three
and Esther. Birah said of the
Y)nlnce or temple in the four aud

aniel. ‘‘ The God of the heavens,”
in Ezra, Neh., and Danicl. Pecu-
Liar to Neh. are certain words and
meanings : sabar be., “to view’’ (ii.
13, 15); meeah, “the hundredth
part " interest (v. 11); guph (hiphil)
“shat *’ (vii. 8) ; mo’al, * lifting up’
(vili. 6); miquerah, ‘“read’’ (ver. 8);
huyyedoth, “ pealms of thanksgiv-
ing” (xii. 8) ; tahalukal, * proces-
sion”’ (ver. 31); otzrah (xiii. 13),
‘‘treasurers.”’ Aramaisms also accord
with the age wheu Nehemiah wrote.
(See Cavon or THE O. T.] Nehe-
miah and Malachi, under Esra, the
arranger and finisher of the canon,
added their inspired writings as a seal
to complete the whole. The book of
Neh. bears on it the impress of the
author’s earnest piety aud intense
patriotism. And though the openin
words, ““ Dibhree Nehemiah,'” ¢
mean *‘ the «ffairs of Nehemiah,” yet
the fact that the first person is used
in chap. i.—vii. b and mostly xi. 1—
xii. 47 und xiii renders it more likely
that tho heading is ‘‘the words of
Neheminh.””  Probably, as compiler
us well as sathor of the whole, he
inserted from public documents
chaps. viii. 1—x. 39, for here the
third persou is used; also ver. 28, 47
in chap. xii. But that as & whole the
work 18 that of Nehemiah is almost
a moral certainty.

Nehiloth. Title Ps. v. Gesenins

explains, ‘‘ upou the flutes,” from
chalil a orated instrument,
chalal="“ to bore’’; P direction “ to
the chief musician’~ that it was to
be sung to wind instroments in the
temple service; comp. Ps. Ixxxvii. 7,
“ players on instruments,” i.e. flute
or pipe players (cholelim, Gesenius),
“dancers” (ﬁengswnberg,from chul).
Hengxteuberg on Ps. v. title ohjects,
“el’” (“‘upon”) never is used to intro-
duce the instruments. The title enig-

maticallyand tie&llly expresses the
subject. LXX. transl. “concerning
the heiress’’; so Vulg. Bbhe is the

church, possessing the Lord ms her
“ inheritance’’ (Ps. xvi. 6), or pos-
sessed by Him as “His inheritance’”
(Deut. xxxii. 9). The plural “ upon
the snheritances’’ marks the plural-
wty of members wn the church; or else
‘“upon the lots,” vis. the twofold in-
heritances, blessing from God to the
righteous, misery to the wicked.

Ne . Neh. vii. 7. BREHUM in
Ezra ii. 2.

Nehushta. Elnathan's daunghter,
Jehoiakim’s wife, Jehoiachin’s mo-
ther (2 Kings xxiv. 8).

Nehushtan=brazen. 2 Kings xviii.
4, “a piece of brass.”’ The con-
temptuous name (so LXX., Vulg..
ete.) given to the bresen serpent
when Hezekiah brake it in pieces
because it was made an idol of, Is-
rael burning incense to it because
of its original use in the typical
miracle (Num. xxi. 8, 9; John iii.
14). The Targum of Jonathan, the
Peshito Byriac, and Buxtorf less
forcibly make N. the name by which
the brass serpent had been generally
known. A prescient protest against
relic worship.

N’giel.(J Oz:h lmc}msé-; on NAsher’a bor-

er . xix. 27). Now perhaps
Mi’arons mountagn brow, half way
between Cabul and Jefat (Jiphthah-

el).

Ne&eb. On Naphtali’s boundary
Josh. xix. 83). Tsiadathah in the
emara Jerusalem Talmud. Jona-

thantargum and Jerome join N. with
the preceding Adami-han-Nekeb.

Nekoda. Ezra ii. 48, 60-62.

Nemuel. 1. Num. xxvi. 9. & Num.

xxvi. 12; JEMUEL in Gen. xlvi. 10.
Nepheg. 1 Exod.vi.81. R David’s
son, born in Jerusalem (2 Sam. v.
14, 15).

Nephew. Often used in the old
English sense *grandson " (1 Tim.
v. 4; Jud. xii. 14; Isa. xiv. 22; Jobh
xviii. 19).

Nephilim. [8ee Noan.]

Nephishesim, Nxpausin, Naruisi.
eh. vii. 52.

N:fphto&h. The source of the waters

N. was a landmark between Ju-
dab and Benjamin (Josh. xv. 8, 9;
xviii. 15). N.W. of Jerusalem, ina
line with the Hinnom valley and
Kirjath Jearim, S.W. of Benjamin.
Now probably Ain Lifta, two miles
and a half from the city, and six
from Kuriet el Enab (formerly Kir-
jath Jearim, but others say Emmaus
and place Kirjath Jearim ou the mount
on the N. of which now Chesla is
found ; and identify Asn Karim with
N.E.of wady Haninah ; see Imperial
Bible Dict.).

Ner. Son of Jehiel, father of Kish.

grandfather of Sanl; also father of
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Ner, 8aunl’s uncle (1 Chron. viii. 33,
1 Bam. riv. 50). Kish in 1 Chron.
ir. 88, 36, is an elder Kish, brother
of Ner; or else is enumerated with
Jehiel’s * sons ’’ (though really his
¢grandson), because he was head of
a house of fathers. Gibeon was the
familyabode. Jehiel's wife Maachah
leemn;:l{ was descendant of Caleb
b{ Ep! his concubine, and heiress
of the estate in Gibea or Gibeon (1
Chron. ii. 48, 48, 49 ; viii. 39; ix. 85;
i A. Hervey in Smith’s

Rom. xvi. 15). Of

Julia’s household,

n guesses. Tradition makes

him to bave been beheaded at Terrs-

oina under Nero, and his ashes de-

poeited in the church of SS. Nereo
and Archilleo at Bome.

N A Hamito name=‘great
ber,.””  Bome of the Assyrian kings
pretended descent from him. Inthe
monuments he is called ‘“‘the great
brother,” * the storm ruler,” ** king
of lnu.fe,” ““the strong begetter’’;
‘“‘god of the chase,” which is his
Peculnr attribute. Nimrod deified,
‘the mighty hanter before the
Lord,” from whom mnaturally the
kings of Babylon and Nineveh would
elaim drscent. Cuths or Tiggaba
(Nimrod's city in Arab tradition) is
in the inseriptions specially dedicated
to him. In accurate conformity with
this the men of Cutha (2 Kings xvii.
30) planted by the Assyrian king as
co omnh' Nin Samaria ¢ :{]mda N. their

N . appears in the compound
gl(:edrgnl-uhm:er Jer. xxxix. 8‘,’013).
A human headed lion with eagles’
wings was his symbol. His Semitic
name Aria (which when transposed
i3 Nir) means “lion”’; Gr. Ares;
Mars is his planet. Nerig is still its
Mendman name, and the Mendmans
call the third day of the week from
bhim. The lion as lord of the forest
was a fit symbol of the god of the
chase. Tiglath Pileser (1150 B.C.)
attributes to his gift the arrows
wherewith he slew wild beasts; so
Assur-dani-pal or Sardanapalns. Pul
sacriticed to N. in Cutha, and Senna-
cherib built a temple to him in Tar.
biga near Nineveh.

Nergal-shareger. [See NEraaL
and BaBrion.] Sharezer, in Zend,
would mean “ prince of fire.” Two
are mentioned (Jer. xrxix. 3, 18) as
acoompanying Nebuchadnezzar at
the captare of Jorusalem, and as
releasing Jeremiah: oue has the title
(for it is not a distinct person) Rab-
mag, * ohief priest.”” On Babylonian
bricks be is called Nergal-shar-uzar,
R % ; the same as Neriglissar
(Joeephus, Ap. i. 20) who murdered
his brother in law, Evil Merodach,
Nebuchadnezsar’s son, and succeeded
to the ‘throne as having married
Nebuohadnezaar's daughter. In.
temperance, lawl , and his
elevation of Jehoiachin abuve the
other at Babylon, disgusted
the Babylonians, so that they de-
posed Evil Merodach. N. reigned
three or fonr years, 559-556 B.c., and
was succeeded by his son Laboro-
-oarchod, who was murdered after
reigning nine months. The palace
of N. is the only large building

discovered on the Euphrates’ right
bank. The bricks state he was
‘l;sgnl of Belsiglknrli:knn,h 3 h.ﬁf

abylon,”” possibly the chi .
dman’’ (heroeus) who kept the throne
for Nebuchadnessar at Nabopo-
lagsar’s death, until his arrival at
Babylon.

Neri. Contracted from Neriah,  Je-
hovah is my h?"; son of Melchi,
and father of Salathiel (Luke iii. 27).
Of Nathan's line; but when Jeco-
niah’s issue failed Salathiel succeed-
ed as heir of Solomon’s throne, and
i8 therefore reckoned in the genea-
logy ae Jeconish’s son, as inheriting
his status and prerogatives (1 Chron.
iti. 17, Matt. i. 12).

Neriah. Jer. li. 59, xxxii. 12 Nat,
xxxvi, 4, xliii. 3.

Nest. Heb. ken. The KExiTE [sce]
is represented as ‘‘ putting his nest
(ken‘ playing on the name) in a
rock’’ (Num. xxiv. 21, 22). 8o Edom,
Obed. 8,4: ‘‘thon that dwellest in
the clefts of the rock . . . though
thou set thy nest among the stars’’
(in thy ambitious pride regl-)nerdm
thy lofty dwelling as raised yung
the reach of injury; type of anti-
christ: Iea. xiv. 18, Dan. viii. 10, xi.
87), i.e. Petra, in the wady Musa,
Edom’s capital cat in the rocks. 8o
Moab (Jer. xlviii. 28), “like the dove
that maketh her nest in the sides of
the hole’s mouth,” 1.e. the blne rock
dove which tenauts the clefts and
caves on the wall-like eastern sides of
the Dead Sea, also on the western
sides; abundant at Mar Saba, where
the monks are employed in feeding
them. So the bride in the clefts of
Christ, the smitten Rock (8. of Sol.
ii. 14, Ps. xxvii. b, Isa. xxxiii. 16).
Contrast the clefts in which the
proud sinner like Edom hides (Jer.

xlix. 16). The compartments in
Noah's ark are lit. “nests’ or
berths (Gen. vi. 14). [8ee Birp

on Ps. lxxxiv. 8.] In Iea.x.14 As.
syria boasts, “my hand hath found
as a nest the riches of the ple,”
implying the ease with which he pil-
luged the most precious treasures,
not his own, as a bo; robbing a
helpless bird's nest; ‘“none moved
the wing or peeped (chirped)’ as a
parent bird does when its young are
stolen; none dare reeist me even
with a word.

Net. Gr. 1. Diktuon (from diko “to
throw”’); let down, cast, and drawn
to shore (Luke v. 26, Jobn xxi. 8-11,
Matt. iv. 18-22). 2. Amphibleestron,
““a cast net,” from amphiballo “cast
about,” “‘cast hither and thither”

b2
2431
<’<<E4

EGYPTIAF FISEING WITH NET.
(Matt. iv. 18, Mark i. 16). The Egyp-
tiaps make it a tent over their sleep-
ing place to ward off insects (Herodot.
ii. 956). 8. Sageene, from satto *“ to
load” (Matt. xiii. 47), “a net . . .
cast into the sea . . . gathered (:>-

gether) of every kind,” a sweepnet'

or dragnet (Hab. i. 14 michmereth),
or drawnet ““ seine,” that takes in the
com; of 2 small bay. [See Bixp.]

In Prov. i. 17 explain ** surely in vain
the net is sprel;lJ in_the sight of any
bird,”” because the bird sees the net
and is on its guard; so youths
warned by God's word raise their
sounls heavenward, on the wings of
the fear, faith, and love of God, as
the bird flies upward ; and therefore
escape the net which the tempters
fancy they are going to entrap the
“ innooent”’ in fut in which really
“their own blood and their own
lives’’ are taken (ver. 11, 18). The
tempters think that their intended
victims are “innocent in vain’ (so
transl. for ‘‘without ceuse’), s.e.
that their innocence will not save
them; but it is themselves who
“spread the net in vawn” (Ps. vii.
15, 16, ix. 15; Rev. xvi. 8). A netis
also the image of God’s vengeance,
which surprises in a moment and in-
extricably the ainner, when he least
expects (Lam. i. 18, Ksek. xii. 13,
Hos. vii. 12). In 1 Kings vii. 17
netted checker work about a pillar's

capital.
Netﬁmneel=NnmNAn in N. T.
=Q@od-given. 1. Prince of Issachar
at the exodus, son of Zuar. On the
E. of Israel on march, and next
Judah (Num i. 8, ii. 5, vii. 18, 28,
x. 18). 9. 1 Chron. ii. 14. 8. 1
Chron. xv. 24. 4. 1 Chron. xxiv. 6.
5.1 Chron. xxvi. 4. 6. 8 Chron.
xvii. 7. 7. Under Josish gave liberal
offerings for the solemn passover
2 Chron. xxxv. 9). 8. A priest of
hur's family who married a
foreign wife (Ezra x. 22). 0. Repre-
sentative of Jedsiah in the days of
Joiakim, son of Jeshua (Neh. xii.
21). 10. A Levite, of the sons of
Asaph; performed with the musical
instruments of David, at the dedics-~
tion of the wall (Neh. xii. 38).
Nethaniah = Jehorah-given. 1. 1
Chron. xxv. 2, 12. Kings xxv.
23, Jer. x1.8. 8. Jer.xxxvi. 14. 4.
2 Chron. xvii. 8.
Neothinim =given. Neh, 2i.31; Eera
ii. 48, vii. 24, viii. 17, 20; 1 Chron.
ix. 2. Servants of the temple (Jose-
phus nses of them the name given to
the slaves attached to the Greek
temples, hiero doulos, Ant.xi. b, §1).
So the LevITES [see] were “given ™
(nethunim) unto Jehovah instead of
the firstborn, and by Jehovah “given’’
to Aaron {see Num. iii. 9, viii. 16-19).
N. occars only in the later books:
Chronicles, Ezra,and Nehemiah. To
the Levites 820 of the Midianite
cuptives were given, and 32 to the
priests (xxxi. 40, 42, 47). To tkese
slaves doubtless the vites and
priests assigned the more Iaborious
work of the tabernacle service. The
Gibeonites similarly, baving obtained
by craft a covenant from Jushua (ix.
9, 27), “ because of the pame’’ and
“fame of Jebovah, Israel's God,”
were made ‘ hewers of wood and
drawers of water for the congrega-
tion and altar.”’ The N. were their
successors ; a larger number of ser-
vants of the sanctuary being a
when David was reorganising the
wom&?, he and the princes “ap-
pointed’’ (Heb. “gave ’) N. for the
service of the Levites (Exra viii. 20},
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probably from the prisoners taken in
war, upon their embracing the wor-
ship of Jehovah. The foreign or
nite names confirm this view:
“ Mehunim, Nephusim, and the child-
ren of Sisera’’ (ii. 48-54). 80 *“ Solo-
mon’s servants’’ (ver. 55, Neh. vii.
60), those “left of the Amorites,
Hittites . . . upm whom he levied
a tribute of bond service ”’ (1 Kings
ix. 20). The rabbins represent them
as having no right of intermarriage
with Israelites (Gemars Babyl., Je.
bam. ii. 4, Kidduach. iv. 1, Carpsov.
App. Crit. de Neth.); below the child-
ren of mixed marriages (mamszerim),
but above proselytes fresh from
heathenism and emancipated slaves.
But when the LEeviTEs [see] were
slow in coming forward at the retarn
from Babylon, 341 only under Zerub-
babel as contrasted with 4289 priests
(Eszra ii. 36-58) and none under Ezra
till ially called (viii. 15, 17, 20),
the N. became more conspicuous,
302 under Zerubbabel, 220 under
Em “all expressed by name,’’ regis-
tored after the Levites (1 Chron. ix.
2) and admitted to join the covenant
Neh. x. 88, comp. Dent. xxix. 11).
rempted ‘from taxation by Arta-
xerxes (Bera vii. 24). Ophel and the
Lerite cities were their dwelling
lace, and they had their own rulers
ii. 70, Neh. xi. 31). Josephus(B. J.
ii. 17, § 8) mentions a feast of carry-
ing wood, zylophoria, in which all the
people brought wood for the sacrifices
of the year, probably relieving the
N.; its beginning may be traced in
Neh. 1. 34.

Notophah = dropping. A town
coupled with Betﬁ ehem in Neh. vii.
26, also in 1 Chron. ii. 54; therefore
near it. Two of David’s heroes
(xxvii. 1, 13, 15), captains of two of
the 12 monthly military courses, were
NETOPHATHITES (2 Sam. xxiii. 28, 29).
“Villages of Netophathites” were
Levite singers’ residences (1 Chron.
ix. 16, Nei. xii. 28). The Targum
(1 Chron. ii. 54, Ruth iv. 20, Eccles.
iii. 11) states that they slew the
guards whom Jeroboam stationed on
the roads to Jerusalem, to intercept
the firstfruits from the villages to the
temple. The fast on the 23rd Sivan,
still in the Jewish calendar, com-
memorates Jeroboam’s opposition.
Between Bethlehem and Anathoth.
Noticed as “in the wilderness ”’ of
Judah in the Acta Sanctorum. An.
awering to the ruin Metoba N.E. of
Bethleiem on the edge of the Mar
Sabe desert.

Nettle: charul.
bles’’ (Umbreit).
of whom Jobspeaks
‘* gathered together
under the (tall) net-
tles”' to boil them
for potherbs (sze
ver. 42. The root
charal *“to burn”
also favours the Ur-
tica urens, “ burn.
ing” or *stinging
nettle.” Royle,from
the Arabic khardul, our clharlock,
argues for the wild mustard. Also
qusmmosh, Isa. xxxiv. 13.

Noew Moon. {See Monthn.] On it
work was suspended (Amos viii. 5),
the temple was open-d for worship

Job xxx. 7, * bram-

But the bushmen

(Isa. 1xvi. 23), and in northern Israel
the godly repaired to the ggpheta
for religious wstruction (2 Kings iv.
23). The trumpets were blown, in
token of gladnesy, at the sacrifices
f)eculiur to the day (Num. x. 10, Ps.
xxxi. 3); bant there was no *‘ holy
convocation’’ as on the sabbath. The
seventh new moon of the religious
ear was the feast of trumpets and
wan the civil year.

Noew Testament. [See BiIBLE,
Canon, InsriratioN.] H KAINH
AIAGHKH. 8ee Heb. ix. 15-17,
viii. 6-13. The Gr. term diathseekee
combines the two ideas *‘ covenant”
and “testament,” which the A. V.
gives separately, thongh the Gr. is
the same for both. ‘‘Covenant’
expresses its obligatory character,
God having bound Himself by pro-
mise (Gal. 1ii. 15-18; Heb. vi. 1;, 18).
* Testament ** expresses that, unlike
other covenants, 1t is not a matter of
bargaining, but all of God’s grace,
just as a testator has absolute power
to do what he will with his own.
Jesus' death brings the will of God
in our favour into force. The night
before His death He said ** I appoint
unto you by testamentary disposition
daatrthemat) a kingdom®’ (Luke xxii.

). There was reslly only one
Testament, latent in the Old, patent
in the New. The disciples were wit-
nesses of the New Testament, and
the Lord’s supper its seal. The Old
and New Testament Scriptares are
the written documents containing the
terms of the will.

Text. The * received text” is that of
Robert Stephens’ edition. Bentley
(Letter to Abp. Wake, A.D. 1716) said
truly, “after the Complutenses and
Eresmus, who very ordinary
MSS., the N. T. became the property
of booksellers. R. Stephens’ edition,
regulated by himeelf alone, is now be-
come a8 if an apostle were its com-
positor. I find that by taking 2000
errors out of the Pope’s Vulg. [4.e.
correcting by older Latin MSS. the
editiou of Jerome's Vulg. put forth
by Sixtus V., A.D, 1590, with anathe-
mes against any who should alter it
‘in minimi rticuld,” and after.
wards alte by Clement VIIIL.
(1592) in 2000 places in spite of Sixtus’
anathema] and as many out of the
Protestant pope Stephens’ edition, I
can set out an edition of each (Latin,
Vaulg., and Gr. text) in columns,
without using any book under 900
years old, that shall so exactly agree
word for word, and order for order,
that no two tallies can agree better.
. . . Theee will prove each other to a
dewmonstration, for I alter nota word
of myown head.”” The first printed
edition of the Gr. Testament wasthat
in the Complutensian Polyglot, Jan.
10, A.D. 1514. Scripture was known
in western Kurope for many ages
previously only &'ough the Latin
Vulg. of Jerome. F. Ximenes de
Cisneros, Abp. of Toledo, under-
took the work, to celebrats the birth
of Charles V. Complutum (Alcala)
gave the name. Lopez de Stunica
was chief of ite N. T. editors. The
whole Polyglot was completed the
same year that Luther fized his
theses against indulgences to the door
of the church at Wittinberg. Leco

4

X. lent the MSS. used for it from
the Vatican. It follows modern Gr.
MSS. in all cases where these differ
from the ancient MSS. aund from tbhe
oldest Gr. fathers. The O T.Vulg.
{(the transl. authorised by Rome) 10
in the central column, between the
Gr.LXX.and the Heb. {the original);
and the editors compare the first to
Christ crucified between the impeni-
tent (the Heb.)and the penitent (the
Gr.) thief! Though there isno Gr.
authority for 1 John v. 7, they saj:-
lied it and told Erasmus that the
tin Vulg.’s anthority outweighs
theoriginal Gr.! They did not know
that the oldest copies of Jerome's
Valg. omit it; the MS. of Wisan-
burg of the eighth century being the
oldest that contains it.

Owing to Complutensian Gr. N.T. not

bei gu-bllshed, though printed,
till the Polyglot was complete, Erne-
mus’ Gr. Test. was thefirstpubiished,
viz. by Froben a printer of Basle,
March 1516, six yearsbefore the Com-
platensian. The providence of Godat
the dawn of the Reformation thus
furnished earnest students with Holy
Scripture in the original lan
sanctioned by the Holy Ghoet.
Erasmus completed his edition in
haste, and did not scruple to supply,
%, translating into from the
uli.{sboth actual hiatases in his

ger. S. n.;:;.‘lu w!m.tul:e zupposed to
80, eepecially in the Apocaly
for w‘:icgehe bad only one mut.m

MS. To the outery him for
omitting the testimony of the three
heavenly witneeses he replied, it is
not omission but non-addstion ; even
some Latin- copies have bot it, and
Cyril of Alexandria showed in his
Theeaurus he did not know it; om
the Codex Montfortianus (originally
in possession of & Francisesm, Froy,
who possibly wrote it, now in Trin.
Coll., Dublin) being produced with
it, Erasmus inse it. Bo clumsily
did the translator of the Vulg. Latin
intol Gr. executo ilhis MS8. t.hd.Gl;o
neglecte to put the n .
a.récle before ‘‘ Father,” ** aord,"
and ‘“ Spirit.”” Erasmus’ fifth edition
is the basis of our ‘‘ received text.”
In 1546 and 15649 R. Stephens printed
two small editions at Paris, and in
1550 a folio edition, following Eras-
mus’ fifth edition almost exclueively,
and adding in the margin i
from the Complutensian edition and
from 15 MB8S. collected by his scn
Henry, the first large collection of
readings. The fourth edition at Gene-
va, 1551, was the first divided into
modern verses. Besa next edited the
Gr. N. T., generally following Ste-
hens’ text, with a few changes on
8. authority. He possessed the two
famous MSS., vis. the Gospels and
Acts, now by his gift in the university
of Cambridge; * Codex Bewm’ or
“Cantabrigiensis,”” D.; and the
epistles of Paul, ‘‘ Codex Clermomt-
anus” (brought from Clermont),
now in the Bibliotheque du Roi at
Paris; both are in Gr. and Latin.
The Klzcvirs, printers at Leyden,
publisbed two editions, the first in
1624, the second in 1633, on the basis
of R. Stephens’ third edition, with
corrections from Beza’'s. The un-
known editor, without stating hie
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eritical principles, gravely declares
in the preface: ‘‘tertum habes ab
omnibus receptam, in quo nihil im-
mutatom aut corruptum damus’’;
stranger still, the public for two cen-
turies has wcepted this 80 called
‘“ recoived text’’ as if infallible.
When textual criticism was scarcely
understood theological convenience
it a8 & compromise betweou
the Roman Catholic Complutensian
edition and the Protestant edition of
Stephens and Beza. Mill (1707) bas
established Stephens’ as the received
text here, on the continent the
Elsevir is generally recognised.
Thus an wuncritical Gr. text of
publishers has been for ages sub.
mitted to by Protestants, though
abjuring blind assent to tradition,
and laughing at the claim to infalli-
bility of thetwo popes who declared
each of two diverse editions of the
Vaulg. to be exclusively authentio.
(The council of Trent, 1545, had
pronounced the Latin Vulg. to be
the authentic word of God.)
Frequent handling and transmiesion
soon destroyved the originals. Had
the autographs of theinspired writers
n preserved, textual criticism
would be nredless. But the oldest
MS88. existing, Codex Sinaiticus (R),
Codex Vaticanus (B), Codex Alexan-
drinus (A), are not older than the
fgnlrth centnlray). Parchment mc(;:tl
(2 Tim. iv. 13), papyrus paper whic
the sacred writers nsedp(.2 John 13,
8 John 18) fragile; no superstitious
or antiquarian interest waa felt in the
autographs which copies superseded.
The Diocletian persecution(a.p. 303)
attacked the Scriptures, and tradi-
tores (Augustine, 76, § 2) gave them
up. nstantine ordered 50 MSS.
to be written on fair skins for the use
of the church. God has not thought
fit by a perpetual miracle to pressrve
the text from transcriptional errors.
Having by extraordinary revelation
onoe bestowed the gift, lie leaves its
Heoervation to ordinury laws, yet by
is secrot provideuce furnishes the
church, its kecper and witness, with
means to ensure its accuracy in all
easentials (Rom. iii. 2). Criticiam
does mot make variations, but finds
them, and turns them into means of
ascertaining approximately the ori-
ginal text. More materials exist for
restoring the genuine text of N. T.
than for that of an{ ancient work.
Whitby attacked Mill for presentiug
in his edition 80,000 various readings
Jound in MSS. Collins the infidel
availed himself of Whitby’s wnsound
argument that textual variations
render Soripture uncertain. Bentley
(Phileleutherus Lipsiensis), review-
m%Collim'l work, shows if ouly one
MS. had come down there would
have been no variations, and there-
fore no means of restoring the true
text; bat by God’s providence many
MSS. have come down, some from
Egypt, others from Asia, others from
the western churches; the numbers
of copies and the distances of places
prove there could be no collusion nor
terpolation of all the copies by any
one of them; moreover, by the
mutual help of the varions copres, all
the faults may be mended, onc
oopy preserving the true reading in

one place, another in another; the
ancient versions too, the ante.
Jerome Latin, Jerome’s Vulg., the
Syriac (recond century), the Coptic,
and the Thebatc or Sahidic(third cent.
ury), as wéll as the citations in Gr.
and Latin fathers, additionally help
towards ascertaining the true text.
The variety of rcadings, =0 far from
making precarious, iakes alm.st
certain the text. The worst MS.
extant contains all Chrstianity’s
essentials.  Bentley colluted the
Alex. MS., and was deeply interestod
to find that Wetstein’s collation of
the Cod. Ephraemi rescriptus of
Paris, C, confirmed the Alex. read.
ings. Comparative criticism begins
with Bentley., He found the oldeat
MSS. of Jerome's Vulg. differ widely
from the Clementine, and agree b wtf\
in tho words and in their order
(which Jerome preserved in his
transl. ‘‘ because even the order of
the woris is a mystery’’: Ep. ad
Pamm.) with the oldest Gr. MSS.
The citations of N. T. by fathers are
then especially valuable as evidences,
whon a father cites words expressly,
or a peculiar word which accords
with ancient MSS. and versions, for
such could hardly come from trans-
crib>rs. Bentley obtained a collation
of the Col. Vat. from Mico, an
ITtalian, which bhis nepliew T. Bentley
verified in purt. Woide transcribed
it, and H. Ford edited it, 1799.

The Latin version before Jerome's
having become variously altered in
different copies caused the need for
his transl. from the original Gr. of
MSS, ourrent at Rome (and in a few

es probably from Origen’s
r. MSS. in the Cemsarean library),
at Damasus’ suggestion. He acknow.
ledges he did not emend all he might,
and io his Commentaries appeals to
MSS. against what he had adopted
at Rome. Origen’s readings show a
text agreeing with MSS. A, B, C,
usually coosidered Alexandnan,
rather than with the western and
Latin authorities. 'The Alexandrian
and the western authorities coming
from different quarters are independ-
ent witnesses. Beungel (1724) laid
down the principle, ‘““the hard is
preferable to the easy reading,’” the
copyist would mora probably origi-
nate an easy than a hard reading.
He observed differences in classes of
MSS. and versions. The Alexandrian
MSS., few but far weightier, repre-
sent the more ancient, the far more
numerous Byzantine MSS. the more
recent, family or class. The Byzan-
tine or Constantinopolitan mutually
concur, because copied from one
another; the Alexandrian have some
mutual discrepancies which render
their concurrence in many more pas-
sages against the received text the
weightier, because they prove the
absence of collusion aud mutual
copying. The Greek fathers prior to
Jerome’s Vulg. in quoting the Gr.
Test. agiree with the readings in the
oldest MSS., as does the Vulg.

Griesbach (1774) affirmed the sound
rule, “no reading, however good it
seems, ought to be preferred to
another unless it have at least some
ANCIENT testimonies,” also caterss
paribus ‘‘the shorter is preferable

-

to the longer reading,” for yiste
add rather than omit; notcl«:% the
margin, such as the 1lel words of
the same incident in different Gospels,
creep into the test, and texts, like
snowballs, grow in transmission.
Lacbmann first cast aside wholly the
received text as an authority, and re.
constructed the text as transmitted
by our most ancient authorities, vis.
oliest Greek MSS. A, B, C, D, A
(Claromountanus), E,G, H, P, Q,T,%;
citations in Origen ; the ante-Jerome
Latin in oldest MSS.; a, b, ¢, d, ¢,
Laudianus, Actuum, f Claromontanus
Paul. Epp., s f Sangermanensis Paal.

Epp., y Bornerianus Paul. Ep&, h
Primasios in A .; Jerome’s Vulg.
in oldest MSS. Fuldensis, and its

correctious by Victor of Capua, and
Amiatinus or Laurentianus ; readings
in Irensus, Cyprian, Hilary of Poic-
tiers, and Lucg:ar of Cagliari.

Wiseman suggested that the * old
Latin”’ or ante-Jerome version was
made in Africa, of which * the Italian
version’’ ( Augustine de Doctr. Christ.,
ii. 15) was a particular recension
current in upper ltaly. To Lach-
mann's authorities other ancient
versions besiles the Latin ones need
to bo added; also the oldest MSS.
need accurate collation. Cardinal
Mai's edition «f the Vat. MS. is not
altogether reliable. Tischendorf has
added to our Greek MSS. ® Cod.
Sio., which he found on mount Sinai
(1844), and rescucd from papers in.
tended to light the stove in the con-
vent of St. Catherine; he onlyin 1859
obtained the whole, viz. (on velluth)
the LXX., the whole N. T., the whole
Epistle ascribed to Barnabes, and a
large part of the Shepherd of Hermas.
1t 1s deposited in St. Petersburg,
having been presented to Alexander
11, of Russia, who had 300 copies, in
four folio volumes, printed at his own
cost 1o 1862. In 1863 the popular
edition was published, containing the
N. T., Barnabas, and Hermas; Scriv.
ener has published a cheup collation
of it. Lachmann is wrong in slavishly
adhering to the principal authorities
when agreeing in an unquestionable
error; still “ the first Gr. Testament
printed wholly on ancient authority,
irrespéctive of modern traditions,
i3 due to C. Lachmann ”’(Tregelles,
“Printed Text of Gr. Teet.,” an
admirable work).

Tischendorf followed, adding however
many MS8. and versions of later date
to theolder anthorities (including the
two old Egyptian and the two Syriac
versions). gyEightly, in lel -
sages (¢.g. the synoptical Gospels) e
prefers those testimonies in which
accordance is not found, unless there
be good reason to the contrary, tor
copyists tried to bring parallel pas-
sages into accordance. Also in dis.
erepant readings he prefers that one
which may have been the common
starting point to the rest. Also those
which accord with N.T. Gr. and
with the writer's particular style.
He retains the Alexandrian forms
of Gr. words, thongh seeming bar-
barous, for this style of Gr. was com-
mon in the N.T. ers to Palestine,
Egypt, and Libya, and appears in the
Lﬂ. As leempsetai for leepsctas ;

katheriso for

vowels changed,
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kathariso; auagment doubled, or
omitted ; r not doubled, as eran.
{1sen ; unuzual forms, epesa, ana-
thema for anatheema, etc. Whilst
waintaining the mount weight
of ancient anthorities, he admits more
modern ones in case of conflicting evi-
dence. Alexandria was in the earl

a8 the centre for publishing Gree
zfﬂs. ; hence our oldest MSS. were
copied there, though the originals
were written elsewhere. The oldest

88. are written in uncisl, i.e.
capital, letters ; the modern ones in
cursive or small letters. Besides the
versions above mentioned the Gothic
of Ulphilas (fourth century), the
Athiopic, and the Armenian are im-
portant. ‘T'hese all were translated
surely from the Greek itself, of the
rest we are not sure.

Order of Books. The fragment of Mu-
ratoni's CANON [see], Melito,[renseus,
and Origen, arrange the Gospels as
we bave them. Acts follow. Then
Paul’s epistles in Eusebius, in the
Latin church, and io Jerome's Vulg.
{oldest M8S.) But the uncial MSS.
A, B, C, also Athanasius, Cyril of
Jerusalem, and the council of Lao-
dioea (a.D. 364) place the general
or catholic epistles before Paul’s,
A, B,C,als0 pﬂoe epistle to Hehrews
after 3 Thessalonians, N puts He-
brews after 2 Thessalonians, Acts
after Philemon, the catholic or gen-
eral epistles after Paul’s and Acts.

Oldest Manuscripts. N, B, fourth
century; A, C,and % T, fragments,
ﬁﬂ-hoeﬂtﬂl'y; Dr P, 1Z; Eg Dq, H3)
sixth century; ©, seventh century;
B, L, A, B, By, eighth centuxi‘z;
F,K,M. X, T, A, Ha, Go=L,, ¥y,
Gy, Ky, My, ninth oenturf; G, H, 8,
V (Es), tenth century. In the Gos.
pola N, A, B, C, D, and the frag-
ments Z, J, N, I', P, Q, T, are of
primary authority ; the uncial MSS.
of secondary authority, and mostly
agreeing with these, are L, X, A;
there are cursive MSS., 1, 33, 69,
which support the old MSS. In
Acts the oldest are 8, A, B, C, D, E;
G, H, and fragment F* have a text
varying from the oldest MSS.; the
cursives 13,31, agree with the oldest.
In the catholic epistles R, A, B,
C, G; the uncial J differs from
these oldest MSS. In the Pauline
epistles R, A, B, C, D (and E San-
germanensis, its copy). and H; the
cursives 17, 37, nuree with the oldest
MS88. In Revelation R, A, C; B
Basilianug (not Vuticanus), a valoa-
ble later uncial; cursives 14, 83,
agree often with the oldest.

Pri authorities. N, Cod. Sin.,
see lgove. A, the Cod. Alex. given
by Cyril Lucar, petriarch of Coun-
stantinople, to Charles L., 1623 ; now
in British Musocum ; contains 6 T.,
LXX. Begius N. T. with Matt. xxv.
6, and wants trom John vi. 50 to viii.
52; the N. T. part was published in
facsimile by Woide, 1786.

B, Valicanus, Oldand New Testaments,
down to Heb. ix. 14; the rest to end
of Revelation was added in the 15th
centary; also the original has not
opistles to Timothy, Titus, Philemon.
"I'bere are four collations : by Barto-
locoi, 1669, in MS., in Bibliotheque du
Roi, Paris; that by Mico fur Bentley,
1720, published 17949, that by Birch,

exoeﬁt Luke and John, 1798; that

by Mai, published 1858 4to, 1859
8vo; still not accurate. Middle of
fourth century, written in Egypt;
text accords with Alexapdrian au-
thorities.

C, Ephraemi rescriptus, or palimpsest ;
the Syrian Ephrasm wrote 33 tracts
on the pargchment, after sponging out
the old writing, tosave writing mate-
rials, scarce then. Peter Allix, a
French pastor, 17th century, detected
the O. and N.T.uncials underneath.
C. Hase, 1834, restored the writing
lv)gchemicals. Wetstein collated it.

ritten in Egypt early in fifth cen.
tury, corrected in sixth, and again in
ninth century, to agree with Constan-
tinopolitan text. Brought to Flor.
ence at the fall of the Greek empire;
thence Catherine de Medici hrought
it to the Bibliotheque du Roi, Paris.
Waants 2 Thess. and 2J vhn and several
passages. Tischendorf edited it 1843.

D, Bezm Cantabrigiensis, Beza having
presented it 1581. Brought from
Greece to monastery of St. lrenmus
at Liyons; at the sack of Lyons Beza
found it, 1562. Sixth century. Kiplin
edited it 1793. The Gospels ang
Acts with Latin vérsion. Mautilated
and 1nterpolated ; the interpolations
are easily distinguished from the
original. Text like the ancient Latin
versions. Has peculianties uot pro-
bably in the sacred originals; still
supports B in readings proved mde-
pendently to be auncient.

Z, Cod. Dublin. reser. fragm. of
Matthew. Barrett had it correctly
engraveun, fac simile, 1787, In 1801
he, when eyesight wus tailing, gave
the text in ordinary Gir. letters on
each opposite page, full of errors
which the accompanying uncials con-
futed. Tregelles by chemicale dis-
covered additional portions, and re-
stored the whole. Sixth century.

J, Cottonianus, 1in British Museum.
Fragments of Matthew and John.
Published by Kaittel, 1762. N,
Cmsareus Vindoboucnsis, frugment
of the samc MS.: Luoke xxiv. T,
Vaticanus, fragment of same MS.:

rt of Matthew. P, Q: Guelpher-
ytani, two fragm. rescr., sixth cen.
tury : P, the Gospels; Q, Luke and
John : in the ducal library at Wolf-
enbuttel. T, Borgianus, fragm. of
Jobn with a Coptic version, tifth cen-
tix_x’g,; published by Giorgi at Rome,
7

Secondary authorities. L., Bib. Reg.
Paris., of the Gospels; text akin to
B; Tischendorf edited it. X, Mona-
censis, fragm. of the four Gospels®
A, Ban Gallensie, in library of St.
Gall, Gr. and Latin four Gospels.
A and G, Boernerianus, of Paul’s
ﬁpisilcs, are severed parts of the same

00k.

MSS. of Acts, besides R, A, B, C, D.
E, Laudianus, Gr. and Latin; Abp.
Laud gave it to Bodletan Labrary,
Oxford; brought from Sardinia;
Hearne edited 1t 1715; sixth century
(Tischendorf). F4, fragm.in Scholia
of O.T. MS. in Bened. Library, St.
Germain ; seventh centary. G, Bibl.
Augelicee at Rome; ninth centory.
8o H, Mutinensis.

MSS. of catholic epistles besides N,
A, B, C, G. J, Mosquensis, of
thern all. In Puanl's epistles it 18

|

marked K. Differs from the ancient
authorities, and sides with the
Constantinopolitan.

MSS. of Paul's epistles besides R, 4, B,
C. D (Ain Lachmann), Clarowonta-
nus, Gr, and Latin, in Boyal Librury,
Parig; came from Clermont, Beza
had owned it; all Panl's epistles
except u few verses; Tischendorf
%uhhshed it, 1852; sixth century. H,

oislinianus, at Paris; fregment of
Paul’'s episties ; hrought from mount
Athos; Montfaucon edited it, 1715 ;
though Constantinopolitan in origin
it agrees with the ancient author-
ities, not the Byzantine and received
text; sixth or seventh century, but
its authority is that of the best text
of Cmsarea in the heginning of the
fourth century; the transcriber’s note
is, ‘“this copy was collated with a
copy in Csmsaren helonging to the
library of S. Pamphilus and written
with his own band.” P, G, agree
with the oldest MSS. F, Angiensis,
Gr. and Latin, bequeathed by T.
Bentley to Trin. Coll.,, Cambndge,
agrees in most readings with Boer-
nerianus G. Epistle to Hebrews is

wanting in both. The Latin mn F
18 the Vulg., in G the old Italian or
ante-Jerome Latin. C.F. Matthe,

1791, published it. Both of ninth
century.

MSS. o?Revelatt’an besides R, 4, C.
B, Basilianus, in the Vatican, eighth
century; Tischendorf odited it.

MSS. in cursive letters. From the
10th to 16th century. 600 of the
Gospels, 200 of Acts and catholic
epistles, 300 of Puol’s epistles, 100
of Revelation ; besides 200 evangelist-
aria, and 70 lectionuria or portions
divided for reading as lessons in
church. Scrivener makes the total,
127 uncials, 1461 corsives.

Ancient versions. (1) Theante-Jerome
Latin. Transl. from oldest Gr. MSS.,
a text akin to D, and of a diflerent
family from the Alexandrian MSS.
1t adheres to the original Gr. tenses,
cases. etc., in violation of Latin
grummar. A Jew probably was the
translator (Eruesti, Inst. ii. 4, § 17).
The copies, though varying, have a
mutual resemhlance, indicating there
was originally one received Latin
version. From their agreement with
the citations of African fathers, Ter-
tullian and Cyprian, Wiseman infers
the archety text originsted in
northern Africa, whenee it to
Italy (second century) when Irenssus’
translator knew 1t. Variations arose
in different copies; a.lluding to these
Augustine said, *‘the Italan (i.e. a
particular revision of the old Latin
version current in npper 1taly) is to
be preferred to the rest.”” He distin-

uishes between ‘‘ emended copies,”
?i.e. brought from Africa to Italy,and
there emended from Gr. MSS. also
improved in Latinity,) sad “nou.
emended copies,” 4.e. retaining the
text of their African birthplace un-
altered. The purest text is in Cod.
Vercellensis and Cod. Veronensis, a
and b, transcribed by Eusebius the
martyr, fourth century, published by
Blauchini, Evang. Quadr., st Rome,
1749. Colbertinus Evang., ¢, 1lth
century, but ing with oldest
text; Sabatier published at Paris,
1751. Cantabrigiensis of the Gospels,
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and 3 John, d ; accompsnies D,
but is not transl. from it. Palatinus
of the Gospels, ¢; in Libr. Vienn.;
fourth or fifth century; Tischendorf
odited it, Lips., 184; Landiauus,
of Acts; in E e. Claromontanus,
the Latin version in D of Paul's
epistles, S8angermanensis, the Latin
m E of Pal's epistles. Boernerianus
in G, of Paul’s epistles. Also Cor-
beiensis (ff in Tisch.) of catholic
Epistles; Martianay edited it at Paris,
1695; very ancient.

The same version revised in upper

Italy appears with a Bysantine ten-

dencun C.d. Brixianus, /. (3) The

old Latin appears more accordant
with the Alexandrian old Gr. MSS.
in Bobbiensis, k, containing fragm.
of N. T. Tischendorf edited it at
Vienna, 1847. R

Tar. VuLoaTE (i.e. the version which
supplanted all foriner versions in the
then vulgar tongue, Latin, and came
into common use) or JEROME, made
A.D. 883; see above. The copies of
the old Latin bad fallen into mau-
tual discrepancies. Jerome, collating
the Latin with Greck MSS. con-
sidered by him, the greatest scholar
of the Ldtin church, ancient at the
end of the fourth century, says he
“‘ only corrected those Latin passages
which altered the sense, and let the
rest remain.”” He rejects certain in-
terpolated Greek MSS., “a Luciano
et Hesychio nuncnpatos,” on the
ground that the versions made in

v.

various languages before the a.ddx-i
tions falsify them, suggesting the use

of oldest versions, viz. to detect inter-
polations unknown in the Gr. text
of their day. The texts of Sixtus V.
(1690) and Clement VIII. (1592),

authorised with anathemas, differ !

widely from Jerome’s trne text as
reatored by the Amiatinus MS. or
Laurentianus, which was transcribed
by Bervandus, abbot of Monast.
Amiata, 541 ; now in Laurentian Lib.,
Florence. Tischendorf published it
1850. Fuldonsis MS. of wholeN. T.,
the fonr Gospels harmounized, with
proface by Victor of Capua.
Fgyptian versions. (1) The Coptic or
Memphitic, of Lower Eyxypt, third
century; D. Wilkins edited it, Oxford,
1716. éﬁ) Sahidic or Thebaic, of
Upper Egypt; Woide, or rather his
suocessor H. Ford, edited it in the
N. T. from Cod. Alex., 1799. (3)
Basmurie, a third Egyptian dialect.
Bthiopic. B8aid to be by Frumeutius,
who introduced Christinnity into
Ethiopia in fourth centur{; Pell
Platt edited it; previously Bode
gave a Latin version of it, 17563.
Syriac versions. (1) Cureton published
Syr. MS8. brought by Dr. Tattam
from the Natrian monastery, Lower
Egypt,now in British Museum. These
differ widely from the common (as in
Rich’s MS. 7157 in British Museum,
muchaltered by transcribers) Peshito,
i.e. purs Syriac, version, called so
from its closeadherenceto the original
Gr. ; second century. (2) The ﬁsr-
clean, s later Syrias version by Poly-
carp, suffragan to Philoxenus, bisho
ofrgiimpo is, 508 ; White publiahes
it as *‘ the Philoxenian.”
The Armenian, by Mesrobus, exrly in
the fifth century, made from Greek
MBS.; brought from Alexandria and

from Ephesus. Zohrab edited it at
Venice, 1805.

The Gothic, by Ulphilas, from the Gr. ;
fourth century. Gabelents and Loebe
edited it, 1836. Versions later than
sixth centnry are valueless as wit.
nesses to the ancient text.

Citations 1n Gr. and Latin fathers
down to Eusebius inclusive ; import-
ant in fixing the text of the fourth
and previous ceutaries, only iu cases
where they must be quoting from
MSS. and not from memory. Origen
qootes almost two thirds of N. T.
except James, 3 Peter, 2and 3 Jobn,
sond B.)evelsuon. Aled btigs’ (=

rigen) copies ap to by Jerome
(on M.att.puiv. g,aGal. iii, 1) were
written probably by Origen; Pam-
philus’ copy was from Ongen’s text.

Tezlual variations and ancient MSS.

Origen who died aA.p. 254, and Ter-

tullian 220, testify that the text varied

in different copies and versions even
then. The earliest Christians, bein,

filled themselves with the Spirit, an

having enjoyed interoonrse with the
apostles, were less tenacious of the
letter of Soripture than the church
had found it necessary to be eversince.

The internal evidence of the authority

of the N. T., and its public reading

in church, and its universal acoept-
ance by Christians and leretics alike
as the standard for deciding con-
troversies, indicate the reverence felt
for it from the first. But the cita-
tions of the Gospels in Justin Martyr,
and previcusly iu the apostolic fathers,
show that besides the written word
the oral word was still in men’s
memories ; slso frequent transcrip-
tion, the Harmonies (Ammonius n
third century made a Diatessaron,
weaving the four Gospels into one)
trying to bring all four into literal
identity by supplying omissions in one
from another, marginal notes creep-
ing into the text ; variation gradually
arising in distant regions, ““ the indol-
ence of some transcribers, and cor-
rections by others by way of nddit.ionz
or taking away as they judged fit’

(Origen 1u Matt. viii.{, ail caused

copiesto differ in different pluces. Pro-

vi(?entially early versions of diverse

ions afford means of detecting vari-
ations. Citations in fathers often
support the veraions’ readings against
the 1nterpolated texts, so that if even
there were no Gr. MSS. to nugport
the versiuns’ readings the evidence
would still be on the side of these.

But we have MS8S. habitually sup-

porting the readings which are inde-

geudently proved the original ones
y the testimony of both versions and
tristic citations. Therefore the
S8. wbove, though few, are proved
to be the safest guides to the ancient
text. The accordance of versions
from various regions in the disputed
passages proves their trustworthiness
at least in these. Further, the older
the copies of the version (as the

Amiatinus of Vulg. and the Cure-

tonian of the Synac), the greater

their agreement with our ancient

MSS8. So in patristic citations, it is

just in those passages where the copy-

18ts could not have altered the reas
ings to the modern ones without
alteriug the whole context that the
testimony of fathers agrces with the

v

text of the few ancient Gr. M88S.
in opposition to the nnmerous modern
oves. Thus s truatwom text is
secured by a threefold , & testi-
monﬁ internal and external: (1) old-
est MSS., (2) oldest versions mdpport-
ing the MS8. readings independently,
6? earliest ristic citations agree-
ing with both.

The true classification of M88. -
gelles) is into ancient and y
or rather those presenting what is
sndependentl roved to be the
ancient text (including a few modern
MSS., as the cursive 1 in the
Gospels and 33 throughout) and
those presenting the modern text
with which the modern versions
accord. “ Recension’’ ought to be
restricted to those attempts to cor-
rect the ancient text out of which
modern readings arose. Rade Hel-
lenistic gave place to the politer
Greek of Constantinople in the
numerous copies made there, and this
tendency oontinued to act on the
Byzantine MS8S. down to its fall.

hometanism checked the multi-
lication of copies in Africa and
yria, Greek ceased to be current
in the west. Thus the Aleran-
drian and the western text MBES.
remained as they were, whilst the
Byzantine were becoming more and
more moulded into a uniform modern
text.

Eusebian canons. Eusebius of Omeares
composed ten canons which afford us -
means of detecting later additions.
1. A table in parallel columns of
portions common to the four evangel-
1sts. 11. Those common to Matthew,
Mark, and Loke. 111. Those common
to Matthew, Luke, and Johm. 1v.
Matthew, Mark and John. v. Mat.
thew and Luke. vi. Matthew and
Mark. vir. Matthew and John. wiir.
Lukeand Mark. 1x. Luke and John.
x. Those uliar to each of the
four. Eac lfa‘rospel was diviged, by
numbers in the margin, into the por-
tions of which it consisted ; lbttggw
bas 355, Mark 238. With these
numbers was also that of the canoun
to which each belonqed. Thus in
Mark’s ‘* resurrection’’ (xvi. 3-5) the
number was 231, and 1. the canon
mark, showing the paragraph is in
all four evangelists. 1n canon I. the
three parallel paragraphs would be
marked by their respective numbers :
Matt. xaxviii. 1-4 by 862 ; Luke xxiv.
1-4 by 836 ; John xx. 11, 13 by 211.
They appear in Jerome’s Vulg.

Critictam, punctuation, orthography.

ere oldest MSS., versions, and
citations coucur, the reading is cer-
tain ; conjecture must not say what
the text ought to be, but acoept it
as it is: still palpable errors must
be rejected. ere the trustworthy
witnesses differ, our knowledge of
the origin of various readings, and of
the kind of errors to which eo&yuta
were liable, must be used. Griee-
bach’s rule holds good, * the shorter
is preferable to the lomger,” and
Bengel’s, ‘‘ the harder is preferable
to the easier reading.’”” But where
the shorter is due to the recurrence
of the same word or syllable at the
end or beginning of two clauses, the
coprist’s eye passing over, the fuller
ig the original rending. Liturgical
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use oocasioned the insertion of the
doxology in the Lord’s prayer, Matt.
vi. 13; and probably Acts viii. 87.
Tregelies’ Greek Testament is sa-
perior to Lachmann’s in apiealingto
more wituesses, and to Tischendorf’s
" in more leaning on ancient author-
ities. Iota, now subscribed, was at
firnt postscribed, but was omitted
before the date of our oldest MSS.
exeept its postscription rarely in R.
Btops were not in the originals, but
were inserted by transcribers. In
many old MS8S. pauses are marked
by a dot, or blank between two
words.  Stichometry subsequently
served the same end, i.e. divisions
into lines (stichoi) written like blank
verse, marking both pauses of sen-
tences and divisions of the words;
the letters running together in Greek
MS88. The comma was invented in
the eighth century, the semicolon in
the ninth. In a.D. 496 Paul’s epistles
were divided into chapters with titles,
ierhaps by Theodore of Mopsuestia.
uthalius divided them and Acts
into lections or lessons and stichoi or
Wnes. Hugo of St. Cher originated
our modern chapters; R. Stephens,
travelling on horseback, our verses.
Aocents are not found in MSS. be.
fore the eighth century; breathings
and apostrophes a little earlier.
Language. st of the N. T. is Hel-
lenistic, i.e. Hebrew idiom and con-
ceptions clothed in Greek expression,
Bastern tboughts joined to western
words {see GRECIAN]. Greekactivity
and freedom were combined with
‘Hebrew reflective’ depth and Divine
koowledge. The LXX. Gr. transl.
of 0. T.in Alexandria considerably
moulded the Gr. dialect of the
Jews in Asia, Palestine, and Egypt.
At the same time the barsher Alex-
andrian forms of the LXX. were
smoothed down among Greek speak-
ing Jews of other places than Egypt.
The N. T. Greek in oldest MSS.
retains many of the rougher forms,
but not all of them ; it has also many
Latinisms. Words in new scunses,
chrematizn, sunistemi, hina, hotan,
are with the pres. and even imperf.
and aor. indicative. Heb. idioms, as
“ muitiplying [ will maultiply.”
Words already curront in lower
senses are consecrated to express
Christian truths: ‘‘ faith™ (pistis),
justify (dtkaioo), eanctify (hagi-
a30), grace (charis), redeem (lutron-
sthai), edify (oikodometn, lit. build
up), reconcile (katallassein), etec.
(See JonN, style, on the construc-
tion of the sentences; on the sruse
of the title N. T. eee Covenanr.)
Kainee expresses “new’ in the sensc
of something different from the
**old”" and superseding it, not merely
“recent”’ (nea). See Gosrer,
CaNoN. BIBLE on other aspects of
N.T.] Tregelles (Horne,106)exhibits
 the genealogy of the text’ thus.
The MBS, placed togethor are those
akin in character of text; those placed
under others show still more and
more of the intermixture of modern.
Fd readings.
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Negiah, children of. Eszra ii. 54.

Nezib=garrison. A city in the she-
phelab or lower hills of Judah (Josh.
xv. 43). Between Eleutheropolis
and Hebron. Now Beit Nusib or
Chirbeh Nasib, on an elevation at
the S. of wady es Sur, in the region
of the hills between the mountains
and the plain. The accuracy of
Seripture in its geographical hints
is remarkable.

Nibhag. The Arvites’ idol introduced
into Samaria by the Assyrian colon-
ints planted there (2 Kings xvii. 31).
Botta represents a bitch suckling a
puppy on a slab at the entrance of a
temple at Khorsabad. A colossal
figure of a dog was formerly between
Berytus and Tripoli. 8o the rab-
bios derive N. from nabach, “to
bark’’; a dogheaded human figure,
like the Egyptian Anubis.

Nibshan. One of the six cities of
Judah in the midbar, ** wilderness,”
tsbe low district adjoining the Dead

ea.

Nicanor. One of the seven ordained
for ministration of alms, “of honest
report, full of the Holy Ghost and
wisdom,” but also preachers of the
gospel (Acts vi. 1-10, viii. 5).

Nicodemus. A ruler of the Jews,
a master (*‘ teacher’’) of Israel, and
a Phariece. John (iii. 1-10) alone
mentions him. John knew tbe high-
priest (xviii. 15), 8o his knowledge
of N. among tbe highpriest’s asso-
ciates is natural. John watched
witlh deep interest his growth in
grace, which is marked in three
stages (Mark iv. 26-29). (1) 4n an-
sious tinquirer. The rich were
ashamed to confess Jesus openly, in
spite of convictions of tbe reality of

is mission ; 8o Joseph of Arimathea
“ a disciple, but secretly for fear of
the Jews’’ (Johu xix. 38). The poor
“ came ”’ by day, but N. “ by night.”
By an undesigued coincidence mark-
ing genuineness, Jesus’ discourse is
tinged, as was His wont (vi. 26, 27 ;
iv. 7-14, 85), with a colouring drawn
from the incidents of the moment:
“ this is the condemnation that light
is come into the world, and men
loved darkness rather than light,”
etc.; ‘‘every one that doeth evil
hateth tbe light, neither cometh to
the light . . . but he that doeth
truth cometh to the light, that his
deeds may be made manifest that
they are wrought in God’’ (iii. 19-
21). N. was now a timid but candid
inquirer ; sincere so far us his belief
extended. Fear of man keeps back
many from decision for Chnst (vii.
13, 1x. 22, xii. 42, 43, v. 44; Prov.
xxix. 25 ; contrast Isa. li. 7, 8, Ixvi.
5; Acts v.41). Where real krace is,
however, Jesus does “ not quench
the smoking flax.”” Many of N.’s
fellow rulers attributed Jesus’ mira-
cles to Beelzebub; N. on the con-
trarv avows “ we (including others
besides himself) know Thou art &
teacher como from God, for no man
can do these miracles which Thon
daest, except God be with him.” N.
was probably one of the many who
had “soen His mirncleson the passover
feast day, and believed {in a suporfi-
cial way, but in N. it ultimately be-
came a deep and lasting faith) when
chey saw’’(Jobn ii. 23, 24); but “*Josus

did not commit Himself unto them
. . . for He knew what was in man,’”
as He shows now in dealing with N.
Recognition of the Divine miracle
working Teacher is not emough for
seeing the kingdom of God, Jesus
with atwice repeated Amen solemnly
declares; there must be new birtk
from above (marg. John iii. 8, 5, 7),
“ of water (the outward sign) and of
the Spirit " (the essential thing, nut
inseparably joined to the water bap-
tism : Mark xvi. 16, Acts ji. 38 [sce
BapTisu]), so that, as an infant just .
born, the personis a ‘‘new creature’’;
comp. Naaman the type, 8 Kings v.
14; 2 Cor. v. 17 ; Eszek. xxxvi. 25,
26. For, being fleshly by birth, we
must continue fleshly until bei
born of the Spirit we become spirit
(John iii. 6). Nature can mo more
cast out nature than Satan cast vu.
Satan. Like the mysterious growth
of the child in the womb, and like
“the wind "’ whose motions we can-
not control but know only its effects,
“the sound,” etec., so 18 the new
birtb (ver. 8; Eccles. xi. 5; 1 Cor.
ii. 11). Such was the beginning and
growth of the new life in N. (

1v. 27.) Regeneration and its fruits
are inseparable; where that is, these
are (1 Johniii. 9,v.1,4). N. viewed
Jesus’ solemn declaration as a na-
tural man, “how can these things
be ?’’ (Johniii. 4,9 ; comp. vi.53, 60;
1Cor. ii. 14.) Yet he was genuinely
open to conviction, for Christ unfolds
to him fully His own Divine glory
as having “come down from heaven,”
and as even then whilst ing to
him * being in heaven® in His Divine
nature ; also God’s love in giving
His Son, and salvation throagh the
Son who should be lifted up, as the
brazen serpent was, to all who look
to Him in faith, and condemnation
to unbelievers.

(2) A sincere but as yet weak believer.
The uext stagein N.’s spiritaal history
appears John vii. 45-53. Naturally
timid, N. nevertheless remonstrates
with bigots. The Pharisees, chagrined
at the failure of their officers to
apprehend Jesus, said, ‘‘why have
ye not brought Him # They re-
plied, ‘“never man spake like this
wan.”” The Pharisees retorted, “are
ye also deceived? surely none of
the rulers or the Pharisees bave be-
lieved on Him, have they ? (Gr.) But
this people who knoweth not the law
are cursed.”” Here one who, as they.
thought, should have stood by them
and echoed their language, ventures
to cast a doubt on their p: ings :
““doth our law judge any before it
hear bim and know what he doeth 7*”
(comp. Lev. xix. 15, Exod. xxiii. 1.)
Indignantly they ask, “art thou
also of Galilee ? . out of Ga-
ilee hatb arisen (Gr.) no propbet.”

Spite. made them to ignore Jounah
and Nabum. Jobhu marksthe spirit-
uval ndvance in N. by contrasting his
first coming *‘ by night '’(John vii. 50).
He now virtually confesses Jesus,
though in actual expression all he
demands is fair play for an injored
Person. As. before he was an an.
xious inquirer, 80 now he is a decided
though = timid believer. (3) The
third stage is (xix. 39) when he ap-
pears a bold and strong believer, the
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same N. (as Jobn again rewinds us)
as “camo at the first to Jesus h
night.”” When even the twelve shran
from the danger to be apprehended
from the mob who had clamoured
for Jesus’ erucifixion, and whoseappe-
tite for hlood might not yet besated,
and when Christ’s cause seemed
hopeless, the once timid N. shows
extraordinary cou and faith;
Christ’s crucifixion, which shook the
faith of others, onlycontirms his. He
remembers now Jesus had said He
‘“ muast be lifted up,” like the brasen
“ serpent,”” that all believers in Him
might have eternal life. So N. had
the honour of wrapping His sacred
body in linen with 100 pounds of
myrrh and aloes, in company with
Joseph of Arimathea. Clirist’s re-
surrection richly rewarded the faith
of him who stumhled not at His
hamiliation. Coump. on the spiritual
lesson Matt. xii. 20, Zech. iv. 10,
Prov. iv. 18. Like Mary who
* anointed Christ’s body to the hury-
ing,” ** what N. did is and shall be
spoken of for a memorial of him
wheresoever the gospel is preached
throughout the whole world.”
‘Where real desire after the Saviour
exists, it will in the end overcome
the ovil of the heart,and makea man
strong in faith through the Holy
Ghoset. The Talmud tells of a Nico-
demus ben Gurion who lived till the
fall of Jorusalem, s Pharisee, wealthy,
pious,and of tho sanhedrim; bearin
originally & name borne by one o
the five rabhinical disciples of Christ
(Tasaith, f. 19, Sanhed. f. 43); and
that his family fell into squalid
overty.
icolaitans. Rerv. ii. 6, 14, 15.
lrenseus (Her. i. 26, § 3) and Ter-
tullian (Prsescr. Hmwret. 46) explain,
followers of Nicolas one of the seven
(Aots vi. 3, 5) as there was a Judas
among the twelve; oconfounding the
later gnostic N. with those of Rerv.
Michaelis explains Nicolas (con-
queror of the people) is the Gr. for
the Heb. Balaam (destroyer of the
people, bela’ am); as we tind both
the Heb. and Gr. names, Abaddon,
Apollyon; BSatan, devil. A sym-
boliu{ nsme. Lightfoot suggests a
Heb. interpretation, nicola, ‘‘let us
eat’ ; comp. 1 Cor. xv. 32. Not a
sect, but professing Christians who,
Balaam like, introduce a false free-
dom, i.¢. licentiousness. A reaction
from Judaism, the first danger of
the church. The Jerusalem ocouncil
&Aects xv. 20, 29), whilst releasing
ntile couverts from legalism, re-
quired their abstinence from idol
meats and concomitant fornication.
The N. abused Paul’s doctrine of
the grace of Gud into lasciviousness;
such seducers are described as fol-
lowers of Balaam, also in 2 Pet.
i. 12, 13, 15-19, Jude 4, 7, 8, 11
(“the son of Bosor’’ for Beor, to
characterize bhim as ‘“son of car.
nality’’ : bosor=flesh). They per-
snaded many to escape ohlogquy b‘y
yielding as to “‘eating idol meats,”
which was then a test of faithfulness
{oomp. 1 Cor. viii. and x.25-33); they
even joined in the ““fornication’’ of
the 1dol feaats, as though permitted
by Christ’s ‘‘law of liberty.”” The
‘“lovefensts '’ (Jude 12) thus became
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heathen orgies. The N. combived evil
* deeds "’ which Jesus ‘‘ hates” with
evil “ doctrine.”

Nicolas. Of the seven. Probabl
having no oonnection with the Ni.
colaitans, though Epiphanius (adv.
Her. i. 2, § 25) represents him as
sinking into corrupt doctrine and
practice. Clemens Alex. (Strom. iii.
4) snys that N., when reproached
by the apostles with jealousy, offered
lus wife to any to marry, but that
N. lived a purs life and used to
quote Mutthins’ saying, “we ought
to abyge (i.e. mortify)the flesh.” No
church honours N., but neither do
they four others of the seven. Con-
founders of N. with the Nicolaitans

robahly originated these legends.
icopolis =city ofvictory. In Epirus,
founded by Augustus to celebrate his
victory at Actium. On a poninsuls
W. of the bay of Actium. Tit. iii.
12 was written from Corinth in the
autnmn, Paul then purposing a
journey through Atolia and Acar.
nanis into ‘‘ Epirus,” there *‘to
winter”’; a_good centre for mission-
ary tours N. to Illyricum (Rom. xv.
19{ and Dalmatia (g Tim. iv. 10).

Ni?el‘. Surname of Simeon, second
of the five teachers and prophets of
the Antioch church (Acts xiii. 1).
= Black. Probably an African pro-
selyte, for he is associated with
Lucias of Cyrene in Africa. His
Heh. name Simeon shows his Hebrew
extraction.

Night. [See Dar.] Figuratively: (1)
the time of disiress (Isa. %xi. 12).
(2) Death,the time when life’s day
is over (John ix. 4). (3) Children
of night, t.e. dark deeds, filthiness,
whicg shuns daylight (1 Thess. v.
5). (4) The present life, compared
with the believer's bright life
como (Rom. xiii. 12).

Nighthawk. Lev. xi. 16, Deat.
1v. 15. Tachmas, ‘“the violent one.”
Rathor ‘‘the owl”” B.chart and
Gesenins take it ¢ the male ostrich ”’
and bath haya'nah (A.V. “owl”)
‘“the female ostrich.” Bat LXX.
and Valg. transl. ‘“‘owl.” Arabic
chamash is ‘““‘to tear a face with
claws.” The ‘““oriental owl’’ (Has-

selquist), ““ the nightjur,” appearing
only in twilight, and passing aad re-

ing round a tree to catch large
insects ; hence regarded with super-
stitions awe. The white barn owl
(Stri» flammea) may be the one
meant, as it has gleaming blue eyes,
answering to the LXX. Gr. glauz,
whereas others have yellow or orange
coloured eyes.

Nile. Not s0 named in the Bible;
akin to Sanskrit Nilah, “ blue.”” The
Nile has two names: the sacred name
Hapi, or Hapi-mu, *‘the abyss of
waters,”” Hp-ro-mu, ‘““the waters
whose source is hidden”; and the
common name Yeor - Aor, Aur {Atur):
both Egyptian names. Shihor, ‘“the
black river,”’ i3 its other Bible name,
Gr. Melas or Kmelas, Latin Melo,

to

darkened hy the fertilixing soil which

it deposits at its overflow (Jer. ii. 18).

The hier I)‘Ehic name of Egdypt 1s

Kam, ‘‘black.” Egyptians distia-

guishod between Hapi-res, the south-

ern Nile of Upper Egypt, and Hapi-
ré;eheet, t}l{o vorthern Nile of Lower

t. Hapi.ur, “ the high Nile,”
feﬂxee the land; the Nile low
brought famine. The Nile gud is
painted red to represent the inunda-
tion, hut blue at other times. An
impersonation of Noah (Osburn).

Famine and plenty are truly repre-

sented as coming up out of the river

in Pharaoh’s dream (Gen. xli.).

Therefore they worship, it, and

the plague on 1ite waters [see Earer,

Exopus] was a judguent on that

idolatry (Exod. wii. 31, Ps. ov. 39).

The rise begins at the summer sol-

stice; the flood is two months later,

lllftml-l the autumxl:]nl uinox, at ita
eight pouring thro outtings in

the nr: which are ‘ﬁgher thaa the
rest of the soil and covering the
valley, and lasting three months.
(Amos viii. 8, ix. 5; Isa. xxiii. 3.)

The appointed 8.W. bound of Pales-
tine (Josh. xiii. 8, 1 Chron. xiii. 5,
2 Chron. ix. 26, Gen. xv. 18). 1 Kings
viii. 65 “stream” (nachal, not
“river”’). Its couflnent is still
called the Blue river; so Nilah=
‘“ dark blue,” or * black.” The plural
“rivers’’ is used for the different
mouths, branches, and sanals of the
Nile. The tributaries are farthor
-up than Eg{pt (Ps. Ixxviii. 44 ; Exod.

vil, 18-20; Isa. vii. 18, xix. 6; Eeek.
xxix. 8, xxx.12). ‘““The stream
(nachal) of Egypt” seems distinct
Tea. xxvii. 12), now ‘“ wady el Arish”’
where was the frontier city Rhino-
corura) on the confines of Palestine
and Egypt (Josh. xv. 4, 47, where
for “river "’ should stand * stream,”’
nachal). Smith’s Bible Dict. sug-
gests Nackal is akin to Nile, and is
that river; but the distinctness with
which Nachal is mentioned, and not
as elsewhere Sihor, or ‘‘river,” Yeor,
forhidstheidentification. ““ Therivers
of Ethiopia’’ (Isa. xviii. 1,8), Cush,
are the Atbara, the Astapus or Blue
river, between which two rivers
Meroe (the Ethiopia meant in Isa.
xviii.) lies, and the Astaboras or
White Nile; these rivers, conjoin in
the one Nile, and wash down the soil
along their banks from Upper Egypt,
and degosit it on Lower Egypt;
comp. “whose land (Upper Egypt)
the rivers have spoiled”’ or “cat up”’
or “divided.”

The Nile is called * the sea’ (xix. b),
for it looks a sea at the overflow ; the
Egyxtinns still call it El Bahr, ““ the
sea’ (Nah. iii. 8). Its length mea-
sured by its course is probably 8700
miles, tﬁo longest in the world. Its
bed is cut through layers of num.
maulitic limestone (of which the
pyramids of Ghizeh are built, full of
nummulites, which the Arabs ocall
““Pharaoh’sbeans ”’), sandstone under
that, breccia verde under that, asoic
rocks still lower, with red granite and
syenite rising throngh all the upper
strata at the first cataract. 8ir Sam.
Bakerhas traced its {the White Nile's)
source up to the Tanganyika, Vie-
toria, and Albert Nyanza lakes, filled
with the melting snows from the
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mountains and the periodical equa-
torial heavy rains. ’I{; Hindoos call
s source Amara, the name of a
region N.E. of the Nyanza. The
shorter confluent, the Blue river, is
what brings down from the Abyssin-
mn mountains the alluvial soil that
fertilises Egypt. The two join at
Khartoom, the capital of Soodan, the
MBack country under Egypt's rule.
The Atbara fulls into the main
stream farther N. The river thence-
forth for 2300 miles receives no tribu-
tary. Through the Lreaking down of
a barrier at Silsilis or at the first
oataract, the river is 80 much below
the level of the valieyin lower Nubia
that it does not overflow on the land.
On the confines of Upper Egypt it
forms two cataracts, the lower near
8yene. Thence it runs 500 miles on.
A short way below Cairo and the
yramids it parts into two branches
L)unding the Delta E. and W. an
falling into the Mediterranean. Al
ways diffusing its waters, and never
receiving any accession of water from
nlrz or tributary, its volume at Cuiro
is but half what it is at the cataract

of Byene. The water is sweet, espe-
eially when turbid. 8 ant waters
left gy the overflow in Nubia’s sandy

flats are carried into the Nile by the
mnow overflow, thus the water 13 at
first a green shiny colour and un-
wholesome for two or three days.
Twalve days later it becomes red
like blood, and is then most whole-
some and refreshing; and all livin,
beings, men, beasts, birds, fishes, an
insects are gladdened by its advent.
Egypt baving but little rain (Zech.
xiv. 17, 18) depends on the Nile for
its harvests ; seein Dent. xi. 10-12 the
oontrast to the promised land, where
the busbandman haa to look up to
heaven for rain instead of looEing
down, irrigating the land with water-
courses turned by the foot as in
E, {a type of the spiritual state
the two respectively), and where
Jehovah’s eyes are upon it from the
beginning to the end of the year.
The waters reach their lowest innine
months from their highest point in
the antumu equinox; they remain
stationary for a few days and then
begin to rise again. If they reach
mo higher than 22 ft. at the island
Rhoda, between Cairo and Ghizeh,
where a nilometer is kept, the rise is
insufficient ; if 27, good ; if more, the
flood injures the crops, and plagae
and murrain ensue. The farthes 8.
one goes, the earlier the inundation
begins ; at Khartoom as carly as
April.  The seven years’ famine
undgr Joseph is contirmed by the
seven years famine in the reign of
Fatimee Khaleefeh El-Mustansir bi-
’llah, owing to the failure of water.
The aniversal irrigation waintained,
even doring tho low season of the
Nile, made the results of failure of its
waters more disastrous then than
now. The mean rise above the lowest
lovel registered at Semne, near the
seoond cataract, in Moeris’ reign, 2000
B.C., was 62 ft. 6 in., 1.e. 23 ft. 10 in.
above the present rise which is 38 ft.
8in. (Lepsins iv Imp. Dict.)
The average rate of deposit in Egypt
now is four and a half inches in the
oentury. But other eanans were st

Y

work formerly ; the danger of infer-
ences as to man’s antiquity from such
date is amusingly illustrated by
Horner’s (Phil‘.lﬁ‘ransac. 148) infer-
ence from pottery found at a t
depth that man must have lived
there in civilization 13,000 years ago,
which Bunsen accepted! Unfortu-
nately forthetheory the Greek honey-
suckle was found on some of it. The
burat brick still lower, on which he
1aid stress, was itself enough to have
confuted Lim, for barnt brick was
first introduced into Egypt nnder
Rome (see Quart. Rev., April, 1859).
Champollion holds no~ Egyptian
monument to be older than 2,200 B.c.
In Upper Egypt bare yellow mount-
aing, a few hundred.feet high, and
pierced with numerous tombs, bound
the N. oo both sides; this gives
point to Israel’s sneer, “ because
there were no graves in Egypt hast
thou taken us away to die in the
wilderness P’ (Exod. xiv. 11.) In
Lower Egypt the land spreads out
ou either side of the Nilein a plain
bounded E. and W. bythe desert. At
the inundation the Nile rushes along
in & mighty torrent, made to appear
more violent by the waves which
the N.wind, blowing continually then,
raises up (Jer. xlvi. 7, 8). Two
alone of the seven noted branches of
the mouth (of which the Pelusiac
was the most castern) remain, the
Damietta (Phavitic) and Rosetta
(Bolbitine) m.uths, origi arti-
ficial (Herodotus ii. 10), fulfilling
' Isag xix. 5§ and probably xi. 11-15,
Ezek. xxx. 13. The Nile in the
numerous canals besides the river
iteelf formerly ‘‘abounded with io-
credible numbers of all sorts of tish »’
(Diodorus Siculus i.; Num. xi. 5).
These too, as foretold (Isa. xix.8-10),
bave failed except about lake Men-
galeh. So also the papyrus reeds,
whence paper receives its designa-
tion, flags, reeds, and the lotus with its
fragrant and varions coloured flow-
ers, havo ulmost disappeared asfore-
told (ver. 6, 7), the papyrus boats no
more skim its surface (xviii. 2).
Nimrah=leopard, or clear waler.
1. Num. xxxii. 3, 36, & city in * the
land of Jazer and of Gilead.” [See
BeraniuraR.] Now Nimrun; E.
of Jordan, EXN.E. from Jericho.
The name is from lenpards infesting
the thick wood between the inner
aud outer banks of the Jordan, which
overflows at times into that inter-
mediate space and drives the wild
beast out of ite lair (Jer. xlix. 19,
1. 44). In Isa. xv. 6 ‘' the waters of
Nimrim shall be desolate . . . there
is nv green thing’’; even the city
N., whose name means *‘limpid
waters,”’ which came down from the
mountains of Gilecad near Jordan, is
without water, so that herbage is
gone (Jer. xlviii. 34), ¢.e. ““the well
watered ’pa.stures of N. shall be
desolato.” 8. Another N. is in
Moab, near the wady Beni Hammed,
E. of the Dead Seca near its southern
end, Khirbet en (ruins of) Nemeireh.
8. Tho plurel, NiMRIM, thus would
comprise both the N. of Gad and the
N. of Moab. BETuHNIMRA [see] is
¥erhaps=8rzrmmm {see] beyond
Jordan, where John was baptizing
(John i. 28) ; for the pure water of

Bethnimra, its situation in the centre
of ““ the region round aboat Jordsan,”
and its accesaibleness from * Jerw-
salem and Judea ” all accord. Trads-
tion makes it the scene of lsxrael’s
** passage ”’ over Jordan; this would
cause Bethabara (house of passae)
to be subetituted for imra.
LXX. bave Bsthanabra, a link
between the twonames. BETEBARA
Nj‘see] is distinct (Jud. vii. 24).
imrod. Cush’s son or descendant,
Ham's graudson (Gen. x. 8). ** N.
began to be a mighty ome in the
earth,” ¢.e.he waa the first of Noabh’s
descendants who became remow: ed
for bold and daring deeds, LX X.
“giant" (comp. Gen. vi. 4, 13; I=a
xin. 3). ‘“He was & mighty hanterxr
before Jehovah,”” so that it pasced
into a proverb or the refrain of
ballads m‘describin hul!:ten and
warriors, ‘“‘even as N. the might,
hunter before Jehovah.”” Not a merz
Heb. superlative, but a8 in Gem.
xxvii.7 ‘“bless thee before Jehovah,””
t.e. a8 in His presence, Pe. lvi 13
“ walk before God.” LXX. translL
‘“ against Jehovah’’; 8o in Num.
xvi. 3 Uliphnes, ‘ before,’”’ means
opposition. The Heb. name N.
means “let us rebel,” given by his
contemporaries to N. as one who ever
had in his mouth such words to stir
up his band to rebellion. N. sub-
verted the existing patriarchal order
of society by setting up & chieftain-
ship based on personal valour and
maintained b¥ aggression. The chase
is an image of war and a training for
it. The increase of ferocious beasts
after the fiood and N.’s success im
destroying them soon gathered a
band to him. From being a hunter
of beasts he became a hunter of men
‘“In definnce of Jehovuh,”’ as virtu-
ally ¢ before Jehiovah "’ (Prov.xv. 11)
means, N., a Hamite intruded into
Shem’s portiun, violently set up an
emgire of couquest, beginning with
Babel, ever after the symbol of the
world power in its hoetility to God.
From that land he went forth to
Asshur and buoilded Nineveh. The
later Bubylonians spoke Semitic, but
the oldest inscriptions are Turanian
or Cushite. radition points to
Babylon’s Cushite origin by making
Belus son of Poseidon (the sea) and
Libya (Ethiopin) : Diodorus Siculus
i. 28. Oannes the fish god, Baby-
lon's civilizer, rose out of the Red
Sea (Syncellus, Chronog. 23).
“Cush’ appears in the B:%yloniln
names Cjssin, Cuthah, Chuzistan
(Susiana). Babylon’s earliest alpha-
bet in oldest inscriptions resembles .
that of Egypt and Ethiopia ; common
words occur, as Mirtkh, the Meroe of
Ethiopia, the Mars of Babyl n.
Though Arabic is Semitie, the Mah.
ras’ language in southern Arubia ie
non-Semitic, and is the modern re-
presentative of the ancient Himyarie
whose ewmpire dates as far back as
1750 B.c. The Mahrus is akinto the
Abyssinian Galla language, repre-
senting the Cushite or Ethiopic of
old; and the primitive Babylonian
Sir H. Rawlinson from inscriptions
decides to resemble both. The
writing too is pictorial, as in the
earliest ages of Krypt. The Egyptian

and Ethiopie byk (in hyk.ios, the
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N. was the

shepherd kings), a * king,”’ in Baby-
louian and Busisnian is khak. ‘ Tyr-
hak ” is common to the royal lists of
Susiana and Ethiopia, as ‘“ Nimrod ”’
is to those of Babyloo and Egypt.
BRa is the Cushite supreme of
Babylon as Ra is the sun god in
Egypt. sgee BabeL.]

1, Belus, or Baal, i.e. lord
of Bauel, its founder. Worship
(as the monuments testify) as Bilu
Nipruor Bul Nimrod,i.e. thegod of the
chass ; the Talmudical Nopher, now
Niffer. Josephus (Ant. i. 4) and the
targums represent him as building
in deflance of Jehovah, the Babel
tower. If so (which his rebellious
character makes likely) he abandoned
Babel for a time after the miraculous
confusion of tongues, and went and
founded Nineveh. Easterntradition
pictures him a Leaven.storming giant
chained by God, among tho constel-
Jations, as Orion, Heb. Cesil, ‘ fool "’
or “ wicked.”” Sargon in an inscrip-
tion says: ‘350 kings of Aseyna
hunted the people of Bilu-Nipru” ;
probably =the gabylrm of Nimrod,
nipri meaning hunter, another form
of Nebrod which is the LXX. form
of Nimrod. His going to Assyria
(Gen. x. 10, 11, 12) accords with
Micah's designating Assyria ‘‘the
land of N.” (Mic.hv. 33)! Also hi;
name appears in the palace moun
of Nimrud. The fourfold group of
cities which N. foonded in B.:bylonia
answer to the fourfold ap in
Assyria. So Kiprit Arba, * king of
the four races,” is an early title of
the first mooarchs of DBabylon;
Chedorlaomer appears at the head
of four ples;  king of the four
regions '" occurs in Nineveh inscrip-
tions too; after Sargun’s days four
cities had the pre-eminence. (Raw-
linson, i. 435, 438, 447.)

The early seat of empire was in the
southern part of Babylonia, where
Niffer represents either Babel or
Calneh, Warka Erech, Mugheir Ur,
Senkerch Ellasar. The founder:
(about 2200 B.C.) or embellisher of |
those towns is called Kinzi Akkad,t
containing the name Accad of Gen.
x.1. Tradition mentions a Belusking
of Nineveh, earlier than Ninus; Sha-
mas Iva (1860 B.c.), son of Ism
Dagon king of Babylon, founded a
temple at Kileh Shergat (= Asshur);
80 that the Scripture account of
Babylon originating the Assyrian
cities long before the Assyrian empire
of the 13th century B.c. is coufirmed.
(Layard, Nin. ii. 231.) Sir H. Raw-
linson eonjectures that N. denotes
not an individual bat the ‘‘ settlers,”
and that Rehoboth, Calah, ete., are
but sites of baildi afterwards
erected ; but the prokerb concern-
iug N. and the history imply an in-
dividual; the Birs (temple) Nim.
rud, the Sukr (dam across the;
Tigris)- el Nimrud, and the mound
Nvmwrud, all attest the unmiversal
recognition of him as the founder of

the empire.
Nunshz Grandfather of Jehu, and
father of Jehoshaphat (2 Kings ix.

2). “Bon” weans grandson or de-

scendant (1 Kings xix. 16).

Nineveh. ({See Assyria.] Nimrod
erodotus

builded N. (Gen. x. 11);
(i- 7) makes Ninus founder of N.

and deson of Belus founder of
Babylon ; which implies that it was
from Babylon, as Scripture mays,

RUIKE OF RIXEVEN.
that N.’s founder came. Ninis the

Assyrian Hercules. Their mytho-
logy also makes Ninns son of Nim-
rod. JoNaE [see] is the next Sorip-
ture after (Gen. x. that meutions
N. Senpacherib after his host’s de-
struction “ went and dwelt at N.”
(2 Kings xix. 36). Jonah( iii. 8) de-
scribes it as an ‘‘exceeding great
city of three days’ journey’ round
(i.e. 60 miles, at 50 'y g’ay) with
120,000 ohildren ‘‘ who knew not
their right hand from their left”
(iv. 11), which would make a popu-
lation in all of 600,000 or even a
million. Dindorus Siculus (ii. 3),
agreeing with Jonah's ‘‘ three days’
journey,”” makes the circumference
55 miles, pastores and pleasure
unds beingincluded within,whence
onah appositely (iv. 11) mentions
“much cattle.”” G. Smith thinks
that the ridges enclosing Nebi
Yunus and Koyunjik (the mounds
called “tels’’ opposite Mosul) were
only the walls of inner N., the cit
itself extending beyond to the moun
Yareuijah. "T'he parallelogram in
Assyria covered with remains has
Khorsabad N.E. ; Koyunjik and Nebi
Yunus (N. in the narrow sense) near
the Tigris N.W.; Nimrudand Athur
between the Tigris and Zab, N.W. ;
and Karamles at a distance inward
from the Zab S.E. From Koyunjik
to Nimrud is 18 miles; from Khor-
sabad to Karamles 18; from Koyun.
jik to Khorsabad 13 or 14; from
imrud to Karamles14. The length
was greater than the breadth; so
Jovah iii. 4 “entered into the city a
day’s journey.” The longer sides
were 150 furlongs each, the shorter
90, the whole circuit 480 or 460 miles.
Babylon had a circuit of only 385
(Clitarchus in Diod. ii. 7, Strabo xvi.
737). The walls were 100 ft. high,
with 1500 towers, and broad enough
for three chariots abreast. Shercef
Khan is the northern extremity of
the collection of mounds on the east-
ern bank of the Tigris, and isfive and
a half miles N. of Koyunjik. There
18 also an enclosure, 5000 yards in
circunit, once enclosed by a moat at
Selamivah three miles N. of Nim-
rud. Nimrad io inseriptions is called
Kalkho = Calah 1n Gen. x. 11;
Khorsabad i8 called Sargina from
Sargon. At Kileh Sherghat is the
presumed original capital, ‘‘ Asshur,”
60 miles 8. of Mosul, on the right
or western bank of the Tigris. Sen.
nacherib first made N. the capital.

N. was at first only a fort to keep the
Babylonian conquesta around. 1t
subsequently, with Rehoboth Ir,

lab, and Reeen, formed one great
city, * Nineveh ” in the larger sense.
Thothmes 111. of Egypt is mentioned
in ioscriptions as capturing N.
Phraortes the Mede perished in at-
tempting to do so (Herodot. i. 102).
Cyaxares his successor, after ut
first raising the siege owing to a
Seythic invasion (Herodotus i. 103,
106) 625 B.C., finally sucoeeded in
concert with the Babylonian Nabo-
ml.mr,soe B.c. Baracus the last
ing, Esarbuddon’s grandson, set tire

to the and perished in the
flames, as Ctesias states, and as the
marks of fire on the walls still con.

firm. So Nah. iu. 13, 15, *fire
shall devour th bare.”  Charred
wood, calcined baster, and heat

splintered tigures abound. Nahum
(1i.) and Zepbaniah (ii. 13-15) fore-
told its doom; and Esekiel (xxxi.)
shortly after attesta the complete-
ness of its overthrow, as o warning
of the fatal issue of pride. lsa. x.
7-14: Diodorus (ii. 27) says there
was a prophecy that N. should not
fall tilfthe river became ite enemy.
The immediate cause of capture wus
the city wall's destruction by a sud-
den rise in the river. 8o Nahum
(i. 8, ii. 8, 8) foretold *‘ with an over-
running flood He will make an atter
end of the place’’; ‘‘the gatesof the
rivers shall be opened and the ce
shall be dissolved,” vis. by the in-
undation; *‘N. is of old hke s poul
of water (though of old defended bv
water around), yet (its inhabitants)
shall flee.”” There was a floodgnte at
the N.W.angle of the city, which wus
swept away; and the water pouriny
into the city ** dissolved ' the palace
foundation platform of sundried
bricks. N. tben totally disappea:s
from history; it never rose again.
Nabum (i. 10, iii. 11) accords witt
Diodorus Siculus that the final assaul:
was made during a drinking bout of
king and courtiers: * while they are
dronken as drunkards, they shall be
devoured as stubble fully dry . . .
Thou sbalt be drunken,” ete. The
treasures accumulated by many kings
were rifled, as Nahum foretells;
‘‘take ye the spoil of silver . . . gold,
for there is none end of the store” ;
the people were ‘‘scattered upon

. the mountains >’ (iii. 18). He calis
it “the city of bloods,” truly (iii. 1) ;
the wall carvings represent the kiny
in the act of putting out his captives’
eyes, and dragging others by a hook

rough the lips and a cord. Other
ve revived, but Naham fore-
tells “there is no healing of thy
bruise’’ (iii. 19). Luciaa of Samo-
suta near the Euphrates asserts none
in his day even knew where N. stood.
Its former luxury is embodied in the
statne of Sardanapalus as a dancer,
which he directed (Plutarch says) to
be erected after his death, with the
motto “eat, drink, enjoy inst, R
the rest is nothing!”’

The language of its inscriplions is
Semitic, for the main population was
8 colony of Asshur, son of Shen:;
and besides the prevalent Semitic »
Turanian dialect bas been found on
tablets at Koyunjik, derived from
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its original Cushite founder Nimrod
of Babylon and his band. At Nim.
rud the oldest palaces are in the
N.W. corner, the most recent at the
S.E. The table of Karnak in Egyﬁt
(1490 B.c.) connects Nigiu (Nineveh)
with Naharaima=Naharaim=Meso-
potamia. Sir H. Rawlinson published
1862 an Assyrinu canon from the
monuments. The first kings reigned
when the early Chaldee empire had its
seat in lowor Mesopstamia. Asshar-
bil-nisiz, Buzur Ashur, and Asshur
Vatila from 1633 to 1550 B.c., when
Purna-puriyas and Durri-galazu were
the last of the early Chal mon-
archy. Then Bel Sumili Kapi
founds a dynasty after a chasm of
two centuries. *‘ Bellush, Pudil, and
Ivalash” are inscribed on bricks
at Kileh Sherghat, 1350-1270 B.C.
Shalmaneser ., son of Ivalush I, is
mentioned on a genealogical slab as
founder of Nimrud. iglath-i-nin
his son inscribes himself ** conqueror
of Babylon’’; Sargon finally conguered
it. Tiglath-i-nin’s successor Ivalush
1. (1350) enlarged the empire and
closes the dynasty. By a revolation
Nin pala Zira ascends the throne,*‘the
kini‘of the commencement” as the
Tiglath Pileser cylinder calls him.
Then Asshur-dabil, Mutaggil Nebo,
Asshur.ris.ilim Econqueror of a Ne-
buchadnezzar of Babylon), Tiglath
Pilesar I.(subdued Mesgech), Asshur.
belkala; a blauk of two centuries
follows when David's and Solomon's
extensive dominion has place. Asshar-
iddin-akhi begins the next dynasty
(950-930). Asshur-danin-il and Iva-
lush IIT. follow ; then Tiglath-i-
nin; Asshur.idanni-pal next after
ten victorious campaigns built a
palace at Calah, 360 ft. long by
300 broad, with man lions at the
gateways, and by a canal brought
the Zab waters to Calah; he was

“lord from the upper Tigris to
L.ebanon and the great sea.”” His
son Bhalmaneser II. took tribute
from Tyre and Sidon and fought
Benhadad end Hazael.

A pictare

JEWDH CAPIIVES BRFORE BRALNANEAER.

representa him receiving from Jew-
ish captives tribute of Jehu king of
Isracl, gold, pearl, and oil. He
built the central palace of Nimrud,
opened by Layard. The black marble
obelisk (British Museum) records his
exploits and Jehu’s name. ‘I'hen
Shamas-Iva, Ivalush IV, and his wife
Semiramis, a Babylonian princess,
Jhalmaneser III., Asshur.danin-il
1., Asshur-lush. Then Tiglath Pi-
leser 11, probably Pal, usurps the
throne by revolution, for he does not
mention his father as others do, 744
B.C. Under him * Menahem’ appears
in inseriptions, and “* tribute from the
house of Omri” i.e. Samaria (3
Kings xv. 19, 29). Ahaz enlisted
him as allv agninst Samaria and Da-
mascun; Tiglath Pileser couquered
them and received tribute from
Jabu.-khasi=Ahaz.  An inscription
in British Museun records Rezin's

death (Rawlinson’s Monarchies, ii.
398, 399). Tiglath Pileser built a
new palace at Nimrud. Then Shal.
maneser IV. (not in the canon) (2
Kings xvii. 3, 4) assailed Samaria,
upon Hoshea's | ing with So of
El;,ypt, and withholding tribate.
In a chamber at Koyunjik was found
among other seals now in British
Museum the seal of So or Sabacho
and that of Sennacherib affixed to a
treaty between them, of which the

rchmont has perished. Sargon
fx.;maning king de facto) usurped the
throne and took Samaria (he says in
inscriptions) in his first year; he built
the palace at Khorsabad. SENNa-
cHERIB [see] his son succeeded 704
B.C. and reigned 24 years. Hebuilt
the palace at the S8.W. corner of
Koyunjik, covering 100 acres almost,
excavated by Layard. Of it 60
courts, halls (some 150 ft. square),
and sages (one 200 ft. long)
have n discovered. The human
headed lions and bulls at its many

rtals are some 20 ft. high. Esar-
anddon succeeded, as he atyles him-
self “king of Assyri;, bylon,
Egypt, Meroe, and KEthiopia;=
ASNAPPER [seej ; he imprisoned Ma-
NaSSER [eee].  He built a temple
at the S.W. corner of Nimrud, and
a palace at Nebi Yunus. Asshur-
bani-pal sncceeded, a hunter and
warrior ; his library of clay tablets,
religious, legal, historical, and scien-
tifio, is in British Museurn. He built
a palace at Koyunjik, near Senna-
cherib’a. His son, the last king,
Asshur-emid-ilin or Asshur-izzir-pal
(=Saracns or Sardanmapalus), built
the S.K. edifice at Nimrud.

The palace walls were from five- to fif-
teen feet thick, erected on an artificial
platform 30 to 50 ft. above the sur-
rounding level, and panelled with
slabs of coarse alabaster sculptured
and ingcribed. The plaster above
the alabaster wainscoting was orna-
mented with figures; the pavement
was of alabnster or flat burnt
bricks resting on bitnmen and fine
sand. The Nimrud grand hallis only
35 ft. broad (though 160 long), to
admit of roofing with the short
beams to be had. The ceilings were
gaily coloured. The portals were
guarded by coloseal human headed
bulls; thence wasan ascent toa higher
platform, and ou the top a gateway,
sometimes 90 ft. wide, guarded also
by winged bulls; inside was the great
door, opening into a sculpture.
adorned passage; then the inner
court, then the state apartments.
There may have been an upper storey
of sundried bricks and wood, for
there are no stone or marble columns
or burnt brick remains. The large
halls may have been roofless, a ledge
projecting round the four sides and
supporting an awning as shelter
agoinst rain and sun. However Zeph.
ii. 14 mentions “the cedar worg,”
cedars from Lebanon may have
reached from wall to wall with open-
ings for light. The chambers were
built round the central ball.

In Nah. ii. 3 transl. ‘‘the chariots
(shall be furnished) with fire flashing
scythes,’”” Ut “with the fire of
scythes”’ or ‘““iron weapons.” No
traces of such scythe-armed chariots

are found in Assyria; either then i
ag “ the
chariots shall come with the glitter
of steel weapons.” The “red shield”
(Nah. ii. 8) accords with the red

inting of the shields and dresses
in the sculptures. The king, with
beardless eunuch behind holding am
umbrella and the winged symbol of
Deity above, appears in various carv-
Kitchen
operations, husbandry and irrigation

plies to the besiegers, or

ings; he was despotic.

implements are represented also.

Religion. The wan bull and man lion
answer to Nin and Nergal, the ﬁ)d.
18-

of war and the .
roch the engle-headed

sculptures, e saored tree
answers t;) ‘}{all;g!eenh, “the

ve” i xxi. 7).

e chief gods were Asshur,
Bel, Beltis or Myletta, Sin
the moon, Shamash (Heb.
shemesh) the sun, Val or
Iva the thunder wielder,
¥R D.  Nin, ete. * Witchorafts ™’
and ‘‘ whoredoms” in connectiom
with N.’s worship are denounced by
Nsh. jii. 4. The immense palsoces,

the depositories of the national re.
cords, were at once the gods’ temple
and the king’s abode, for he was
the religious head of the nation and
the favourite of the goda.

Language and writing. Clay oylinders
pierced through so as to turn roand
and present their sidesto the reader,
bricks, and slabs are the materials
inscribed on. The wedge (cuneus
whence  cuneiform’’) in varions
forms and directions, npright, hori.
zontal, and diagonal, is the main
element of the 350 distinot alphabet-
ical characters. This mode of writ-
ing prevailed for 2000 years B.C. in
Assyria, Babylonin, and eastern Per.
sia. The alphabet issyllabic. Deter-
minatives are prefixed to some words,

us T prefixed marks the word as a
man’sname ; | ~ee<marks the plaral;
marks the dual. It is akin te

Heb., thus u “and”’ is the Heb.
ve; ki is in both “if ”; amakw=
Heb. ancks “1°"; afta in both s
‘““thou’ ; abu=ab (Heb.), ' father’’;
nahar in both isa *‘river.” Femi-
nine nouns eud in -ftor-at ; Heb. -sth.
Sh is the relative ‘‘ who, which,” as
in later Heb.; mah in both asks s
question. The verb a8 in Heb. iscon-
jngated by pronominal suffixes. The
roots are hiliteral, the Heb. both bi-
literal and triliteral. Mi2, ““ todie™;
Heb. muth. Sib, ‘“to dwell”; Heb.
yashab. ﬁglatb means ‘‘ adoration.””
Pal, *‘son,”’ the Aramaic bar; sar
“king’’; s, Heb. rosh, “ head.”
The northwestern palace of N. has
the longest inscription; it records
concerning Sardanapalus II. Seana.

and Dagon the fish-headed
god often ;{pesr in the

. —~
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cherib’s inscription concerning Heze-
kiah, on two man-headed bulls from
Koyunjik, is the most interesting.
Basreliefs of th: siege of LacHISH
[see] accompany it. By a tentative
process recurring proper names were
first dociphered by Grotefend, Raw-
linson, Iﬁncks. Fox Talbot, Oppert,
etc., a3 in Darius’ insoription at
Behistun. Parallel parts of the
same insoription in another language
(a8 the hieroglyphics and Greek on
the Rosetta stone enabled Champol-
lion to discover the former) verified
the results, and duplicate phrases
brought out the meaning of words.

Tombs. Chaldma is as full of tombe as
Ag:iris is void of them. Probably
Chaldsea was the burial place of the

Asgyrian kings; Arrian (Exped. Alex.
vii. 22) states that their tombs were
in the marshes 8. of Babylon.

Art,commercs. Egyptian art is charac-
terized by calm repose, Assyrian art
by energy and action. gyptian
architectare is derived from a stone
prototype, Assyrian from s wooden
one, in agreement with the phyaical
features of the respective countries.
Solomon’s temple and palace, with
grand. hall and chambers, panelled
with slabs sculptured with trees, the
upper part of the walls painted in
various oolours, the winged cherubim
carved all round, the flowers and
pomegranates, correspond to the N.

laces in a great measure. Silk,
lue clothes, and hroidered work
were traded in by N.’s merchants
(Ezek. xxvii. 83, 24; Nuh. iii. 16).
The Chaldeeau Nestorians in the
Kardistan mountains and the vil.
lages near Mosul aro the sole repre-
sentatives of the ancient Assynans
and-Babylonians.

Nisroch. The god of Nineveh, in
whose temple Sennacherib was assas-
sinated by his sons (2 Kings xix. 87,
Isa. xxxvii, .
From nisr Arabic
(Heb. mnesher,
““ eagle”), with the
intensive och, “the
great eagle.”” The
«agle headed human
figure that over-
comes the lion or
bull, depicted in co-
lossal size upon the walls and the
portals, and in the groaps upon the
embroidered robes; a type of the su-

reme God. Philo By{:. in Euseb.

rmpar.’ Evang. i. 10 says that Zoro-
aster taught that Ormnzd the Persian
god was symbolised by the eagle's

ead. The constellation Aquila re-
presented it. N. may be a corrnp-
tion for Asarak, Assar (akin to As-
shur), an Assyrian god met with in
many Assyrian proper names. LXX.
in mmi copies have for N. Asorach,
Esorach, for which Josephus (Ant. x.
1,§5) has Araskes. Sir & Rawlinson
says ‘“ Asshur had no temple in Nine-
veh in which Sennacherib coald have
been worshipping.”” Jarchi explains

" N.-“a beam of Noab’sark.” N.is
apparently the cagle headed winged
figure, with cone in one hand and bas-
ket in the other, taken from the N.W.

, Nimrud. @. Rawlinson says

157 i8 not found with this meaning,

and N. nowhere in the inscriptions;
N. he regards as a corruption.

Nitre. [See FrrLer.] Prov. xav.
20, “as vinegar upou nitre 8o is he
that singeth songs to an heavy heart.”
To the feelings of the heavy at heart
songs are us grating and irritative as
acid poured on alkali. Nitre is car-
bunate of soda or potash; mixed
with oil it was need as ‘‘soap”’
(borith) : Jer. ii. 22.

No=No Amon (marg. Nuh. iii. 8),
rather than “populous No.” So
Jer. xlvi, 25, “‘ the multitude,” rather
“ Amon of No.” So Ezck. xxx. 14~
16. Named from Amen, Thebes’
chief god (whence the Greeks call it
““ the city of Zeus'' or * Diospolis’’).
Appearing in many kings’ names, as
Amenophis. Connected by some
with Ham, Noah’s son, or Aman
““the mourisher,” or Hamon ‘“‘the
sun god,” or Amon ** the artificer.”’
LXX.transl. ‘ the portion of Amon.”
Ioscriptions call him Amon.re,
‘“Amon the san.” A human figure
with ram’s head, seated ou a chair
[sea AMEN]. Nahum describes Thebes
as “‘situate among the rivers’ (includ-
ing the canals watering the city) on
both sides of the Nile, w bich no other
town of aucient Egypt is. Ezekiel’s
prophecy tbat it should be ‘‘rent
asunder’’ is fulfilled to tbe letter,
Amen’s vast temple lying shattered
as if by an earth(iuake (xxx. 186).
Famed 10 Homer’s 1liad (ix. 381) for
its *‘ hundred gates,’”” bat as no wall
uappears traceable eitherthe reference
rs to the propylea or portals of its
numerous temples (Diod. Sicul., but
warriors would not march through
them), orelsethesurrounding mount-
ains (100 of them pierced with cata-
combs and therefore called Beeban
el Meluke, *“ the gates of the kings "&
which being mutually detache
form 20 many avenues between them
iuto the city. But the general usage
of walling towns favours the view that
the walls bave disappesred. Her
‘““rampart was the sea, and her wall
from (or,as Maurer, consisted of) the
sea,” viz. the Nile (Isa. zix. B).
Homer says it posscssed 20,000 war
chariots, which Diodorus Siculuscon-
firms by saying there were 100 stables
along the river capable of accommo-
dating 200 horses each. Sargon
after destroying Samaria attacked
Hoshea’s a.lr, So or Babacho II.,
and destroye({ in part No-Amon or
Thebes (Isa. xx.). “The monuments
represent Sargon warring with Egypt
and imposing tribute on the Pharaoh
of the time, also Egypt as in that
close connection with Ethiopia which
Tsaiah and Nahum imply *’ (G. Raw-
linson).

No is written Ni'a in the Aassyrian in.
scriptions.  Asshur-bani-pal twice
took Thebes. * No,”’” if Semitic, is
akin to naah, * abode,” * pasture,”’
answering to Thebes’ low situation on
a plain. The sacred name was Ha-
Amen, ‘“the abode of Amen”’; the
common name was Ap or Ape,
‘“capital.” The femimne article

refixed made it Tapd, Thape, Coptic
g’habu, Gr. Thebes. No hierogly-
phics are found in it earlier than the
sixth dynasty, three centaries later
than Menes, a native of This in the
Thebaid, the founder of Memphis.
Diodorus states the cireuit was 140
furlongs. Strabo (xvii. 47) describes

the two colossal figures, ‘‘each a
single stone, the oue entire, the upper

rt of the other from the chair
allen, the result of an earthquake
{Ezek. xxx. 16]. Once a day a noise
as of o slight

blow issnes
from that
part of the

statue which
rcmains  still

non.

Nile’s deposit

has aocomau-

lated to the
depth of
seven feet
around them.

Itis two milee

broad, four
long; thefour landmarks being Kar-
nak and Luxor on the right bank,
Quarnah and Medinet Haboo on the
left. Temples and palaces extended
along the left bank for two miles. First
the Maneptheion palace or temple of
Beti Oimeneptbah of the 19th dynasty,
a mile from the river. A mile 8. 18
the 80 named Memnosinm of Amen-
ophis III., called Miamun or * Mem-
non,” really the Ramesseium of
Rameses the Great, with his statue
of a single block of syenite marble,
75 ft. high, 887 tons weight, the
king seated on histhrone. The vocal

-Memnon and its fellow are a quarter

of a mile farther S. Somewhat 8. of
this is the 8. Ramesseium, the magni-
ﬁcentg)alace temple of Rameses 111.,
one of the ruins of Medinet Haboo.
The columns are seven feet dinmeter
at the baseand 23 ft. ronnd. Within
the second and grand court stood
afterwards a Christian charch. The
right bauk bas the facade of Luxor
facing the river. The chief entrance
looks N. towards Karnak, with which
once it was joined by an avenune more
than a mile long, of sphinxes with
rams’ heads and lions’ bodies (one is
in British Museum). Colossalstatues
of Rameses tbe Great are one on each
side of the gateway. In front stood
a pair of red granite obelisks, one of
wgich now adorns the Place de la
Concorde, Paris. The courts of the
Karnak temple occupy 1800 sgunare
feet,and its buildings represent every
dypasty from Ptolemy Physcon, 117
B.C., 2000 years backwards. It is
two miles In circaomference. The
grand hall has twelve central pillars,
66 ft. high,12 ft. diamcter. Oneither
sideare seven rows, each column 42 ft.
high, nine feet diameter. There are
in all 134 pillars in an area 170 ft. by
329. The outer wall is 40 ft. thick
at the base and 100 high. On it is
represented Shishak’s expedition
against Jerusalem and “ the land of
the king of Judah ’’ uander Rehoboam
(1 Kings xiv. 25, 2 Chron. xii. 2-9).
It records also Tirhakah the Ethi.
opian’s exploits.

In the 12th and 13th dynasties of Ma-
netho, first, Theban kings appear.
When the nomads from the N.E,,
the Hyksos or shepherd kings, in-
vaded Egypt and fixed their capital
at Memplis, a nutive dynasty was

VOCAL NMEMMOW.
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maintained in Thebes. Ultimately
the Hyksos were expelled and Thebes
beoame the capital of all Egypt nander
the 18th dynasty, the city's golden
era. Thebes then swayed Libya and
Ethiopia, and carrled its victorious
srms into Syris, Medis, and Persia.
It retained 1ts snpremuocy 500 years,
to the close of the 19th dynasty, then
under the 20th it n to decline.
Sargon’s blow upou Thebes was in-
flicted early in Heszekiah’s reign.
Naham (iii. 8, 10) in the latter part
of that reign sp:aks of her being
already “ carried away iuto captivity,
her yonag children dashed in pieces
at the top of all the streets, lots cast
for her hononrable men, and all her
great mea boand in cim.ins," not-
withstanding her having Ethiopia,
Egypt, Put, and Lubim as ‘‘her
strength a'd it was infinite,”” and
makea hor & warning to Nineveh. A
atill heavier blow was dealt by Nebu.-
chadoessar, as Jeremiah (xlvi. 25,
23) foretells : * Behold I will punish
Amoa No apd Pharaoh and Egypt,
with their gods and their 3
Afterward it shall be inhabited.”
This last prophecy was fulfilled 40
yoars after Igebnchn.dneul.r's con-
nest of Egypt, when under Cyrus it
rex off the Babylonian yoke. So
Ezek. xxix. 10-15, *“ I will make . . .
Egypt . . . waste . . . from the
tower of Syene (N.) even unto Ethi.
ogin (the extreme 8.) . .. Yet at
the ead of 40 (the number expressin
affliction and judgment, so the
days of the flood rains) years will I
. . . bring again the captivity of
Egypt.”” The Persian Cambyses gave
the finishiag blow to No-Amon's
greatness, levelling Rameses’ statue
and setting fire to the temples and
palaces. mfn vain the Ptolemies tried
subsequently to restore its greatness.
It now consists of Arab hnts amidst
stately roins and drifting sands.
Noadiah. 1. Esra viii. 33: weighed
the temple gold and silver vessels
brought from Babylon. . The
prophetess, suborned by Sanballat
and Tobiah to frightn Nehemiab
(vi. 14; oomp. Esek. xiii. 17).
Noah. 8in of Laxkch [see], grand-
son of Methuselah; tenth from Adam
in Seth's line. In contrast to the
Cainite Lamech’s boast of vivlence
with impunity, the Sethite Lamech,
playing on Noah's (=rest) name,
piously looks for comfort (nahum)
throngh him from Jehovah who bad
‘““ cursed the ground.” At 500 years
old Noah begat Shem, Ham, and
Japheth. The phrase, ‘‘these arc
the generations of N.”” (vi. 9) marks
him as the patriarch of his day.
The cause oru the flood is stated
Gon. vi. 1-8, eto. “The sons of
G d (tbe Sethites, adopted by grace,
alone keeping themselves separate
from the world’s detilements, *called
by the name of Jehovah’ as His
sons: iv. 26 marg., or as A.V.;
whilst the Cainites by erecting a
city and developing worldly arts were
laying the foundation for the king-
dom of this world, the Sethites by
unitedly ‘callin on Jebovah's
name ' founded tge church made up
of God’'s children, Gal. iii. 26) saw
the danghters of men (Cainites) and
they too

them wives of all which:

they chose” (fanoy and lust, instead
of the fear of QGod, being their
ruling motive). When *the salt of
the earth lost its savour’* universal
corruption set in. Jude 6, 7, does
not oontirm the monstrous notion
that “the sous of God’’ mean angels
oobabiting caroally with women.
The nua-logg to Bodom is this, the
angels'’ ambition alievating their
affections from God i
fornication analogous to the Sodom-
ites’ ‘ going after strange flesh’’ ; so
wenarsiconpecad with uher.
mongering, as spiritoally akin (Eph.
v.5). The boo? of Enoch takes the
carnal cohabitation view; but be-
cause Jude accords with it in some
partioulars it does not follow he
acoords with it in all. The parallel
2 Pet. ii. 4 refers to the first fall
of the apostate angels, not to Gen.
vi. 8. The Israclites were *‘ sons of
God” (Deut. xxxii. 5, Hos. i. 10) ;
still more ‘““‘sons of Jehovah " the
covenant God (Exod. iv. 23, Deut.
xiv. 1, Ps. Ixxiii. 15, Prov. xiv. 26).
‘“Wives’ and “taking wives,” i.e.
marriage, cannot be predicated of
angels, fornication an C?m'ng after
strange flesh ; moreover Christ states
expressly the “‘angels neither marry
nor are given in marriage’ (Matt.
xxii. 80 ; Luke xx. 85, 86). ‘' Unequal
yoking "’ of believers with unbelievers
10 marriage bas in other ages also
broken down the separation wall be-
tween the church and the world, and
brought in apostasy; asin Solomon's
case (comp. Neh. xnii. 23-28, 2 Cor.
vi. 14). rei engrossing men
'ﬁst before the flood are specitied in
att. xxiv. 38, Linke xvii. 27. Mixed
marriages were forbidden (Exod.
xxxiv. 16; Gen. xxvii. 48, xxviii. 1).
“ There were giants in the earth in
those days’’: mephilim, from & root
to fall, “fallers on others,’”” ‘¢ fell.
ers,”’ tyrants; applied in Nuom. xiii.
33 to Caoaanites of great statare.
Smith's Bible Dict. observes, if they
were descendants of the ﬁephilim
in Gen. vi. 4 (?) the deluge was not
universal. Distipct from these are
the children of the daughters of men
by the sons of God, * might men of
old, men of renown.” ‘“The earth
was corrupt before God, and filled
with violence through them” (Gen.
vi. 11, 18). So Gog's long suffering
at last gave place to seal against sin,
“My Spirit shall not alwuys strive
with (Keil, rule in) man,” i.e. shall
o longer contend with his fieshli-
ness, I will give him np to his own
corruption and its penalty (Rom. i.
24, 28), “for that he also (even
the godly Bethite) is flesh,” or as
Keil, “ in his erring be is fleehly,”
und so incapable of being ruled by
the Spirit of God; even the godly
seed is apostate and carnal, comp.
John iii. JJOB
God yet gave a respite of 120 years to
man. N.alone found grace in His
sight ; of him and Enoch alone it
is written, ‘‘ they walked with God.”
N. was ““ just and perfect (sincere in
aim, whole hearted: Matt. v. 48,
Gen. xvii. 1, Phil. iii. 15) in his
generations,” among the successive
enerations which parsed during his
ifetime. God renews His covenant
of grace to mankind in N.'s person,

is a spiritaal |’

the one beacon of hope amidst the
ruin of the existing race (Gen. vi. 18).
He was now 480, for he entered the
ark at 600 (vii.6). He was 500 when
he begat his three sons, su uently
to God’'s threat (v. 82 in time is
later than vi. 8). In the 120 years’
espite N. was ‘‘a preacher of
righteousvess,” ‘‘when the long
suffering of God was comtinuing to
watt on to the end ( heto,
and no ‘once’ is in Alex.,
Vat., 8in. M88.) in the days of N,
while the ark was a pre, .’ the
limit of His long suffering (1 Pet. iii.
20, 2 Pet. ii. 5, Heb. 1i. 7). ** Warned
of God of things not seen as yet,
moved with reverential (not slavish)
fear (eulabetheis, cont with
the world’s sneering disbelief of
God’s word and self deceiving secu-
rity) prepared an ark by faith %which
evidenced itself in acting upon God'’s
word as to the things not yet seen)
to the saving of his house (for the
believer tries to bring ‘his house’
with him: Acte xvi. 15, 31, 83, 34;
x. 2), by the which he condemned
the world (sinoe he believed and was
saved, so might they; his elvation
showed their condemnpation just:
John iii. 19) and became heir of the
righteousness which is by faith.”
In Esek. xiv. 14 N., eto., are in-
stanced as saved *‘ by their righteous.
ness,” not of works, but of
}Bo.m. iv. 8). The members of his
amily alone, his wife, three sons
and their wives, were given to him
amidst the general wreck. The ark
which N. built by God’s order was
like o ship in proportions, but with
ter width (Gen. vi. 14, 15). The
ob. tecbah is the same as Mosces’
ARK [see] of bulrushes (Exod. ii. 8):
an xy?tnu word for & “chest’’ or
““coffer,”’ fitted for burden not for
sailing, b%ilflg“witl;ontﬂmlt. sail, or
. gopher,’”’ §.e. cypress
wood, fitted for shipbuildi and
abounding in Byria near l;& lon,
the region perhaps of N. ith
“rooms,” lit. nests, i.e. berths or
ocom ents, for men and animals,
Pitched l‘:ith ';'!?in;:;:l; ' me‘hn. it
watertight. 0 cubits
§i.c., the cubit being 21 inches, 525
t.), the breadth 50 (i.e. 87 ft. 6 ix. ),
the height 80 (i.e. 52 ft. 6in.). The
*“ Great Eastern” is longer bnt rar.
rower. Peter Jansen in 1600 built
a vessel of the same proportions, but
smaller, and it was found to contain
one third inore freight than ordiuary
vessels of the same tonmg%;bm-gh
slow. Aungustine (de Cir. Dei, xv.)
uotices that the ark’s proportions
are those of the human figure, tie
length from sole to ocrown six tim.s
the width across the chest, and te:
times the deptb of the recumbe:t
figure mensured from the grouni.
Tiele calculated there was room for
7000 species; and J. Temporarius
that there was room for all the
animals then knuwn, and for their
food. “ A window system " (Gese-
nius) or cuurse of windows ran foru
cubit long under the top of the ark,
lighting the whole upger storey like
church clerestory windows. A
parent substance may have been
used, for many arts discovered by
the Cainites (Gen. iv. 31, 82) and their
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desoendautsin the 2262 years between
Adam and the flood (LXX.; Heb.
1656 years) were probably lost at the
deluge. The root of tsohar ‘‘ win.
dow” implies something shining,
distinot from challon, a single com-
ment of the larger window
vii. 6); and ‘‘the windows of
heaven,” arubboth, “ uetworks’ or
“ 'ngs." N. was able to watch
the bird’s motions outside so as to
take th® dove in; this implies a
transparent window. One door
beside the window course let all in.
As under Adam (ii. 19, 20) so now
the lower animals come to N. and he
receives them in pairs ; but of clean
animals seven pairs of each kind, for
saorifice and for sabsequent multi-
plication of the useful species, the
clean being natnrally distinguished
from the unclean, sheep aud cows
(used for milk and wool) from carni-
vorous of prey, etc. The
physical preservation of the species
cannut have been the sole object;
for if the flood were universal the
genera and species of animals would
exoeed the room in the ark, if
partial there would be no need for
saving in the ark creatures of the
limited ares man then tenauted, for
the flooded area might easily be
stocked from the surrounding dry
land after the lood. The ark typi-
fied the redemption of the animal as
well as of the human world. The
hopes of the world were linked with
the one typical representative human
head, Noah (Gen. v. 29). Death
existed in the animal wourld before
man’s creation, for man’s fall was
foreseen and the world reflected the
snd image of the fall that was to be;
:frqover teﬁ phr:&existi;gudeath an
ysical e robably a con.
nection with Satan?s fall. The re-
geueration of the creature (the
animal and material world) finally
with man, body as well as soal, is
typified by N. and the animals in the
ark and the renewed earth on which
they entered (Rom. viii. 18-25; Rev.
xxi. 1; 3 Pet. iii. 13; Matt. xix. 28).
The deluge began on the 17th day of
the second month, 1.e. the middle of
November, the beginning of the rainy
season, Tisri the first month begin-
ning at the antumnal equinox. It
lasted 150 days, s.e. five months of
30 days each; and the ark rested on
Ararat the 17th of the seventh month
(vii. 11,182, 24; viii. 4). The year thus
was then 380 days, the old %yptisn
year, which was oorrected by the
solar year, which aleo the Egyptians
knew. * The fonntains of the deep
Mienup and the windows of
heaven 'ngo ned *’ is phenomenal
lan . “The Lord shut N. in,”
as 1t shall be in the last days (Ilsa.
xxvi. 20); so [srael on the night of
the slaying of the firstborn (Exod. xii.
23, 23 ; Ps. xxxi. 20, lxxxiii. 8, xxvii.
8). The simplicity of the history, the
death of all in whose nostrils was
the breath of life, and the six timee
mention of the rescue of the favonred
few, impress one with the feeling of
the completenees of the desolation
and the ial grace which saved
the eight. The ‘““40 days and 40
nights of rain’’ were part of the 150;
forty is the number significant of

judgment and affliction ; as Israel’s
40 years in the wilderness; Moses’,
Elijah’s, and our Lord’s 40 days of
foodlessnees. The Speaker’s Comm.
considers the Ararat meant to be
southern Armenia (as in 3 Kings xix.
87, Isa. ;x.xm Bg, the rg;xly céth;r
passages having the word), not the
mountain 17,000 ft. above the ses,
for 15 cubits water above it would
submerge the whole earth, N, suc-
cessively sent, to ascertaiu the state
of the earth, at iutervals of seven
days, & raven which rested on the
ark but never entered it, wandering
up and down and feeding on the
floating carcases (emblem of the
restless worldly spirit), and a dove,
which finding no rest for the sole of
her foot returned and N. pnt forth
his hand and took her and pulled her
in anto him into the ark (emblem of
the soul first drawn by Jesus to
Himself: John vi. 44, x. 28, 29);
next she brought a fresh olive leat
gamblem of peace and the Holy
irit, the earnest of our inheritance:
El:)h. i. 18, 14), which can live under
a flood more than most trees; Theo-
ghrutau Hist. Plant. iv. 8) and
liny (H. N. 50) mention olives in
the Ses. At the third sending
she returned no more (the emblem
of the new heavens and earth which
sball be after the fiery deluge, 3 Pet.
iii. 1-18, Bom. viii. 21, when the
ark of the church to separate us
from the world shall be needed no
more, Rev. xxi. 1-23) ; contrast Isa.
1vii. 20 with Matt. iii. 16, xi. 20. N.
did not leave the ark till God gave
the word; as Jesus waited in the
tomb till with the third messenger
of day the Father raised Him
{Eph. 1. 20). N.s first act was a
sacrifice of thanksgiving; ‘“and
Jehovah smelled & savonr of vest,”
in consonance with N.’s name mean-
ing reet, and promised, in cousidera-
tion of man’s evil infirmity, not to
curse the ground any more nor to
smite every living thing as He had
done, but to cause seedtime and
harvest, day and night, not to cease.
In the three t ethnological diwi-
sions, Semitics, Aryans (Indo Euro-
peans), aud Turaniaus, the tradition
of the lood exists. The Aryan has
the Greek accounts of Ogyges’ and
Dencalion’s floods, on account of
men’s deterioration in the brasen
age (Pindar, Ol ix. 87). As Denca-
lion threw the bones of mother earth
behind his back, and they became
men, so the Tamanaki on the Orinoco
represont the surviving man to have
thrown the it. (Ovid,
Metam. i. 240; Apollodorus, i.)
Lncian (de Syra Dea, 12, 18) says it
destroyed all mankind. Hindoo
tradition says Mann was ordered b;
a great fish to build a ship secure
to the horn of Brahma in a fish
form to escape the deluge, and was
at last landed on & northern mount-
ain. The Phrygian Annakos who
lived more than 300 years in Iconinm
(Enoch, whose years were 383) fore-
told the deluge. A medal of
Apamea, a heathen monument, in
Septimius Severus’ reign represented
the current tradition, vie. 8 floating
ark, two persons within, two going
out of it; a bird is on the ark,

another flying to it with a branch;
No is on some ocins : evidently bor-

MEDAL OF APANEA.

rowed from the Hebrew record. The
Chinese Fahe, the founder of their
civilization, escapes from the flood,
and is the first man with his wife,
three sons and three daughters, in
the removated world (Hardwick,
“Christ and other Masters,” iii. 16).
The F\)%Ie islanders (Wilkes’ Expl.
E )believe in a deluge from which
eight were saved ina cance (Hard-
wick, iii. 185). The aborigines of
America were of one stock, the
Turanian ; the Mexicans (the Astece,
Mixtecs, Zapotecs, Plascaltecs, and
Mechoacans) represent a man {Cox-
cox) and woman in a barque, a
mountain, the dove, and the vulture.
The Cherokee Indians believe a dog
incited one family to build a boat
wherein they were saved from the-
flood which destroyed all men.

In the royal library of the old palace
of Nineveh were fonnd about 20,000
inscribed clay tablets, now in the
British Museam. Mr. G. Smith bas
deciphered the account of the flood
in three distinct copiee, containing
duplicate texts of an ancient original.
The copiee are of the Aseyrian king
Assurbanipal’s time, t.e. 680 B.C.
The original,according to the tablets
belonged to the city of Erech, an
was In Semitic Babylonian. The
varisut readings in the three oopies
have crept into the text in the lapse
of ages. The Assyrian copyists did
not always know Q{Ae modern repre-
sentatives of the ancient forms of the
characters in the origioal, so have
left some in their obeclete hieratic
form. The scribe bas recorded the
divisions of lines in the original.
What were originally explanatory
glosses have been incorporated in the
text. The Assyrians used commonly

to copy Babylonian classics. Assar-

benigj was closely connected with

Erech, it alone remaining loyal when

the reet of Babylonia revolted; to 1t

therefore he reetored the idol Nana,

which the Elamites carried away 1685

years before (2295 B.c.). Mr. Smith

thinks the original text was about

1700 B.c. Izdubar (Nimrod acoord.

ing to Smith) the hero, a sage, asks

Sisit or Hasisadra (Gr. Xisuthrus),

an immortal, son of Ubaratntu, how

he became so; in ;:sly be narrates
the story of the flood, and uslgu
his own piet;rhna the pause of his
translation. e gods revealed to
him their decree: * make a great
ship . . . for I nill destroythesinners
and life . . . cause to go in the seed
of life, all of it to preserve them.

The ship . . . cubits shall be the

measure of its length, and . . . cubits

theamount of its breadth and height.

Into the deep launch it. . . . I said

this that thou commandest me I will

perform. I bronght on the fifth day
. . in its circuit 14 measures . . .
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its sides 14 measures. . . over it a
roof . . . I poured over the outside
three measures of bitumen . .. I
poured over the inside three measures
of bitnmen . .. T caused to gonpinto
the skip all my male and female ser-
vants, the boa-ts, the animals of the
field. . . . Shunas spake, I will cause
it to raiu from heaven heavily, enter
. .. the ship, shut thy door . . . I
entered . . . shutmydoor. . . toguide
tho ship to Buzursadiribi the pilot I
gave. The bright earth to a waate
was turned. The flhrod destroyed all
life from the face of the carth. ..
Ishtar . . . thegreat god less said, the
world to sin hus turned. Six daysand
nights the storm overwhelmed, ou the
seventh the.storm was calmed. I
openced the window, I sent forth a
dove . . . . it searched a rest which it
did not find, and returned. I sent
forth a swallow and it returned. I
sent forth a raven and it did not re-
turu. I poured out a libation, I
built an altar on the peak.of the
mountain (Migir, the Ararat of the
Bible; in Assyrian geography the
precipitous range overlooking the
valley of the Tigris N.E. of Mosul,
Arabic Judi, Assyrian Gati). When
his judgment was accomplished, Bel
went up to the midst of the ship aud
took my hand and brought me out
. . . my wife . . . he purified the
country, he established in a covenant,
... then dwelt Sisit at the month of
the rivers. Sisit said, the chief who
grasps at life, the like way a storm
shall be laid upon him.” This ac-
count agrees witi the Bible in making
the flood a Divine punishment for sin,
and threatening the taking of life for
life. The oldest Bu'yloanian traditions
ceutre round the Persian gilf, aceord-
ingly the tradition assines a form
suitingamoibinez proois. Surippak
in the Babylonian king Hammurabi’s
inscriptions 1600 B.C. is called * the
city of the ark.” The *‘ark” be-
eomes a ‘‘ship,”” it is launched into
the sca in charge of a pilot. Berosus’
fragment preserves a similar Chal-
dipan story : ““ Xisuthrus, warned by
Kronos of a coming flood, wrote a
history of the bezinning, course, and
end of all things, and buried it in the
city of the sun, Sippara ; built a vessel
five stadia long and tw. broad, and
put ou board food, birds, and quad.-
rapeds, wife, children and friends.
After the flosd abated Xisuthros
sent out birds which not finding food
or rest returned. Again le scat, and
they returned with mad on their feet.
The tbirl tine they returned no
more.  The vossel being stranded on
a mountain, Nizir, E. of the Tigris,
he quitted it, built an altar, and sacri-
ficed to the gods and disappeared.
The rest went to Bubylon from Ar.
menia, whore part of the vessel re.
mnins in the Coreyrean (Kurdistan)
mountains; they dug up the writivzs
at Sippava, and built temples and
cities, and Babylon beeame inhabited
aguin’’ (Cory’s Anc. Fragm. 26 -29).
No reeord of the flo.dappears in the
Egyptian  monwmnents, but  Plato

(Timmus, 21) testities that the Egyp.
tians believed that catastrophes fgrom
time to time by Gol's aunger had
visitel all lands but Egypt ; the last
was a deluge sehin-erzing all lands

but Egypt, 8000 years before Solon’s
visit to Amosis, no rain falling in
Egypt. The various yet mainly agree-
ing accounts imply the original unity
of mankind diverging from one com-
mon centre after tﬁ:e flood, and carry-
ing to their various lands the stor:
which has by corruption assum
various shapes. The Bible narrative
unites details scattered nup and down
in various traditions but nowhere else
combined : (1) The Divine warnin
in the Babylonian, Hiudoo, an
Cherokee accounts. (2) The care
for animals in the Babyloniaa, Indian,
and Polynesian versions. (3) The
eight saved in the Fiji and Chinese
stories (tho latter specifying a man,

his wife, three sons aud their wives). |.

(4) The birds sent forth before leav-
ing the ark, in the Babylonian. ()
The dove, in the Greek and the
Mexican. (6) The olive branch, in
the Phrygian legend. (7) The build-
ing of the altar afterwards, in the
Babylonian and the Greek account.
(8) The bitumen, in the Erech ver-
sion; also shutting the door; the
cause, sin; the seven days, the dove
returning, the raven mnot so; the
mountain; the Deity bringing out
from the ark and establishing a cove-
nant; the retribution for taking life.
The Bible account cannot be de-
rived from any one of these tradi-
tions, whilst they all can flow from

1t.

Probably Shem related the event as it
would strike an eye witness, “all the
high hills ander the whole heaven
were covered . . . 15 cubits upward,”
a8 doubtless they ascertained by a
plumbline. If Babylonia: were the
region of N. few hills were in view
and those low, possibly the Zagros
range. Dent. i1. 25, Gea. xli. 57,
1 Kings xviii. 10, show the limited
sense of ““ all the high hills uander the
whole heaver™ A flood destroyin
all the existing race of man, a
those animals alone in the limited
region as yet occupied by man, and
covering the visible horizon, satisties
the requirements of Scripture. Thus

eological, physical, and zoological
viz. the distribution of animals, each
continent having for ages before the
flood its own peculiar species, and the
numbers being vast) objections are
solved. Notthat there is msafficiency
of water to subinerge the earth, nay
the water is to the land as three-
fifths to two-fifths; a uaniversal
flood might have been for 150 days,
and yet leave no trauce discernible
now. But the other difficulties make
a partial one probable.” The geolo-
gical diluvium is distinet from the
historical. The diluviam or drift in
many places, consisting of sand, f];ueb-
bles, organic remains, and rock frag-
ments, was produced by violent erup-
tions of water at various times, not
the comparatively tranquil flood of
Seripture. Traces of man are sup-
posed to be found during the forma-
tion of the drift, but that formation
was apparently the work of ages, and
these before N., not of a temporar,
submersion. Moses implies the ari
did not drift far from where it was
first lifted up, and grounded about
the same place. The flood rose by
degrees, not displacing the soil, nor

its vegetable tribes as the olive, nor
rendering the ground unfit for calti-
vating the vine. Hence the nobp-
appearance of traces of the flood
accords with the narrative. Buat the
elevation of mountains followed by
floods submerging whole regions is
traceable, and further confirms the
acoount of N.”s lood. Depression of
the large tracts occupied by the

existing race of men would open the
fonutains of the deep, so that the
land would be submerged. Ps. xxix.

10 transl. ¢ Jehovah eat (so sit, Ps
ix. 4, 7, 8; Joel iii. 12) at the flood’’;
mabbul, N.’s deluge ; as King an

Judge vindicating His people and
destroying their ungodly foe, “and
therefore Jehovah will sit King for
ever.”” Their foes now are what
‘““the flood”” was then (Isa. xxviii.
2, lix. 19; Jer. xlvi. 7, 8, xlvii. 2).
Jehovah will not let them overwhelm
His people, as He did not let it over-
whe N. “As God sware the
waters of N. should no more go over
the earth,”” so He swears He will,
after His mercy returns to Israel,
‘“ no more be wroth with nor rebuke
her” (Isa. liv. 9). Christ stampe
the history as true, declaring that
the world’s unpreparedness for His
second coming, through engrossment
in business and pleasure, shall be
such as it was in N.’s days before
the flood (Matt. xxiv. 37, Luke xwii.
26). Peter (2 Pet. iii. 3-13) confutes
the scoffers of the last days who
deny the Lord’s coming to ju ent
on the plea ‘‘all things continue
as they were from the beginning of
the creation,” but the same obgec-
tion might have been urged before
the flood against its possibility. Yet
the earth was delu; by that water
out of which it had origanally risen ;
(ver.6) “‘by which (plural Gr.) heavens
and earth, in respect to the waters
which flowed together from both,
the then world perished, in respect
to its occupants, men and avimals,
and its existing order’’ (kosmos) ; for
‘“the fountains of the great deep
were broken up’’ from the earth
below, and *‘ the windows of heaven
above were opened. 80 ‘“‘the heavens
and the earth which are now, by the
same word (which first made the
existing order of men and ani 3
and then destroyed them) are kept in
store, reserved unto fire (sto up
within our earth, and the action of
which appears in our igneous rocks
once in a state of fusion, also in the

sun our central luminary) agsinst the .

day of judgment and perdition of
ungodly men.”

N. as second head of mankind reoceives
God’'s blessing (Gen. ix.), the first
part of it the repetition of that on
Adam (i. 28), ‘“ be fruitful, multiply,
and replenish the earth,’”” whic
blessing had been marred by man’s
sin. Terror, not as in Eden love,
should sub‘iect the lower animals to
man, God's vicegerent. Vegetable
diet had heretofore been the sole one
sanctioned (i. 29), as it is still in
some Eastern countries. Whether
men restricted themselves from fiesh
or not, previouns to the flood, is un-
known. Now first its use was ex.

licitly conceded, man’s needs oftea
gnding insufficient food from the

em
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ground under the curse; thus La-
mech’s prophecy was fulfilled (Gen.
v. 29), N. his soe becominyg head of
the regeneratnd world under more
favourable circumstances. But flesh
with the life or blood in it was not
to be eater, both for bumanity's
sake, and alsc as typifying His blood.
shedding in whom is our life (Lev.
zvii, 10, 11; Aects xv. 29). More.
over, henceforth (though formerly
having let Cain live) (Gud requires
maa’s blood of the shedder, whether
man or beast (Exod. xxi. 28, Pa. ix.
12). As the priesthood belonged to
all Israel, before it was delegated to
Aaron’s ily as Israel's representa-
tive, 80 the judioial and magisterial
authority belonged to mankindPand
was anbeequently delegated to par-
tion! magistrates as mankind's
representatives. The security of the
a:t;iral world et::i)m <(i}e;(tirucﬁon by
is guaranteed b ’s promise,

and that of the social world l!)’;oGod'u
ing haman life inviolable ou the
of man’'s bearing God's

image. These three preoepts, absti-
nence from blood, murder punishable
by death (Rom. xiii. 14, etc.), the
civil authority, have fonr more added
by inference, constituting the *‘ seven
gr ts of N.”: abstinence from
lasphemy, incest and unchastity

theft, and idolatry. As N. the head
of the new family of man represents
all peoples, God takes the rainbow,
a natural phenomenon {[see BOW]
seen by all everywhere, as pledge of
His covenant with mankind; so
when covenanting with one nation
in Abraham’s person, He made cir-
camcision, au arbitrary sign, His

seal.

As Soripture records N.’s piety so also
his sin. Wine making was probably
oue of the discoveries of the ingenious
but self indalgent Cainites. N., bhav.

i)eiui

groun

ing planted a vine (Armeuia
celebrated for vines), through sinfu
ignorance aud infirmity suffered him-
self to be overcome by wine. The
saint’s sin always brings its chastise.
ment. He exposed his person; his
shame stirred up Ham's [see and
CANAAN; mocking undutifulness and
dislike of his father’s piety. Canaan
shared Ham's guilt, and by aundati-
fulness should wound his father as
the latter had wounded N. God
overruled, as always, this fall of N.
to His glory, His righteousness bo.
coming kmown by N.s prophecy,
am, who
desP his duty as a son, hears his
on’s doom to be a slave. The carse
fell on Ham at the sorest point, viz.
in his son’s person. Canaan became
‘“glave of Shem’s’ descendant, Is-
rael. Tyre fell before Greece, Cur-
thage before Rome, and Africa for
ages has been the land of slaves. [See
JAPHETH on his foretold ** dwelling in
the tents of Shem.”] * Blessed be
Jehovah (the covenant fulfilling) God

of Shem” marks that to Israel,
Bhem’s representative, Jehovah
should inlly reveal Himself as
their God, and throngh Israel alti-

mately to ‘““the whole earth” (Ps.
Ixxii. 18, 19; Iea. ii. 3-6; Rom. xi.
12-82). N. lived after the flood 350
{e&n. N. was the second father and
ederal representative bead of man-

|

kind ; alone after tho fluod, us Adam
was alonein Eden. The flood brought
back man to bis original unity. The
new world ewmerging from the water
was to N. what Eden had been to
Adam. N.s vine was the counter.
part to the two trees of Eden: a tree
of life in the moderate use of its
fruit, a tree of knowledge of evil,
shame, and deatli in excess, which,
lust persnaded him as in Eve's case,
would mise him to expauded know-
ledge and bliss.

Nob. A sacerdotal city in Benjamin,
ou a height near Jerusalem; the last
stage of Sennacherib’s march from
the north on Jerusalem, whence he
could sec and “‘shake his haud against
Zion” (lea. x. 28-82). Theaﬁlgh-
priest ARIMELECR’S [see, and Doka,
and Davip] residence in Suul’s time,
near Anatboth and Gibeah of Saul.
The scene of Saul's mnrder of the
priestsand smiting of the townaxﬁupie,
on Doeg’s information that Ahime-
lech given David shewbread (1
Sam. xx. 1-19, xxi. 1-9, xxii. 9-19).
Inhabited again on the return from
Babylon (Neh. xi. 31-35). K. of
the north road, opposite Sha{l‘at, isa
tell with cisterns hewn in the rock,
and traces of a town (Conder, Pal.
Expl). From the hill top is a full
view of Zion, though Moriah and
Olivet are hid by an intervening ridge.
“The hill of God” (1 Sam. x. 5, l%),
where the Spirit came on Saul on his
way from Bethlehem after Samuel’s
anointing, was probably Nob, the seat
then of the tabernacle, and meaning
‘“ prophecy.”” Shafat is Arabic for
“‘ view,” answering to Josephus’ Gr.
name Scopus. Nob may be akin to
Nabat, *“to view.” viz. the point
whence the full view of Zion breaks
on the traveller fromn the N. Mizpeh
is mentioned iu Joshua (xviii. 26) and
in Nehemiah (iii. 7) in connection
with Gibeon. At Mizpeh probably
the tabernacle was erecte«f on its
remmoval from Shiloh.  Mizpeh,
“ watchtower,” corresponds to ob;
‘“a high place commanding a view.’
They unever are named in the same
passage as distinct. They both are
mentivned in connection with the
royal town Gibeon. Gilgal was the
first temporary abode of the taber-
nacle, then Shiloh for more than three
centuries and a half, then the Nob or
high place of Gibeon, finally Jeru-

em. Warren (Pal. Expl.) objects
to Nob’s being identified with Nebi
Samwil that the latter is four miles
and a half from Jerusalem, and sepa-
rated from it by the deep ravine,
wady Beit Hanina ; the Assyrian king
marching (Isa. x.) from Geba to
Jerusalem would be more likely to
find Nob on his way, at that Scopus
(near the city) whence Titus looked
down upou ﬁernsalem, rather than
turning away four miles and a half to
Nebi Samwil. Warren makes Nob
distinct from Gibeon (el Jib), from
which latter Nebi Samwil is one mile
and a quarter distant. [See MizPER.]

Nobah. 1. AuIsraelite of Manasseh,
the conqueror of Kenath and its de-
pendent villages E. of Jordan (Num.
xxxii. 42). nge The town so named
II)(V N. instead of its former name,

enath (Jud. viii. 11). The old
name is revived in Kendwat in the

Lejah or Trachonitis. But Ewa'd
identified N. with Nawa on tke Da-.
moascus road, 16 miles K. from the N,
end of the sea of Tiberius.

Nobleman: basilikos (John iv. 4~
53). Rather royal”courties; perhang
at Herod Antipas’ court. Conjectured
to be Chuza’s husband (Luke viii. 3;.

Nod=wandering. E.of Eden. Cain'e

Nplace of flight. .
odab. An Arab tribe warred wizh
by Reuben, Gad, and half Manassch
(I Chron. v. 19-22). Sprung pro-
bubly from Ishmael (i. 81; Gen. xxv.
15).

Nogah. 1 Chron. iii. 7, xiv. G.

Nohah. 1 Chron. viii. 2.

Noph, Moph. [See MeEmpHIS. ln
Egypt (Iss. xix. 13; Jer. ii. 16;

Ezek. xxx. 13, 16; Hos. ix. 6).

Nophah. Num. xxi. 80. Mentivaed
in the Amorites’ trinmpbal song,after
recounting the conquest of Heshbou
from Moab. Ewald locates Nobak
near Meebbon (xxxii. 35, 42) and
identifies Nophah with it.

Nose Jewel. [See ForkHEAD.] A
ring of gol¢ or silver from one to three
inches diameter, with beads or jewels
strang ou it, pussed through the right

nostril (Esek. xvi. 12). “I put a

jewel on thy forehead,” rather “‘a
ring in the nose’’ (Isa. iii. 21).
Womeu in the East wore also rings
or jewels hanging from the forehead
on the nose; ‘‘1 put the ring upon
her face’ (Gen. xxiv. 22, 47).

Number. After the captivity the
Hebrews used the alpba.%ct ﬁatters
for numbers. » 1; 12, ete.; *10;
p 100, etc. The final letters expressed
300 to 900; &1000. Our MSS. all
write numbers at fnll length. But
the variations make it likely that
letters (which copyists could so
eagily mistake) originally were
written for nambers: comp. 2 Kings
xxiv. 8 with 2 Chron. xxxvi. 9; Isa.
vii. 8, where 65 is in one reading,
16 and b in another. 1 Sam. vi. 19
has 50,070, but Syriac and Arabic
5070 (1 Kings iv. 26 with 2 Chron.
ix. 25).

Numbers also have often a symbulical
rather than a mere arithmetical
value. But siraining is to be avoided,
and gubtle trifling. Tbe author’s
senge, history, the context, and the
general analogy of the Scripture
scheme as a wholeare to be examined,
in order to decide whether a figure
is employed in a merely ordinary
sense, or in an ordinary and §yiii-
bolical, or in an exclusively symboli.
cal sense. Zechariah and Deniel
dwell npon seven; Daniel and Reve-
lation use several numbers to ckarac-
terize periods, rather than indicate
arithmetical duration. Science re-
veals in crystallization and chemical
combinations what an imporiant
part namber plays in the proportion
of combining molecules of organic
and inorganic life.

Tivo notes intensification (Gen. xli. 32),
requital in fwll (Job xlil. 10, Jer,
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xvi. 18, Isa. Ixi. 7, Rev. xviii. 6) ; the
proportions of the temple were double
those of the tabernacle; two especi-
ally symboliscs testimony (Zech. iv,
11, xi. 7; Isa. viii. 2, Rev. xi. 3), two
tables of the testimony (Exod. xxxi,
18), two cherubim over the ark of
the testimony. God is His own wit-
ness ; but that witness is twofold, His
word and His cath (Heb. vi. 18, 17),
Himself and His Son (John viii. 18).
Theee, like seven, is a Divine number.
The Trinity (Rov. i. 4, iv. 8); three
feasts (Exod. xxiii. 14-17,
ent. xvi. 16) ; the threefold blessing
(Num. vi. 14, 84); the thrice holy
215&. vi. 8); the three hours of prayer
Dan. vi. 10, Ps. lv. 17) ; the third
heaven (2 Cor. xii. 8). Christ “the
Way, the Truth, the Life,” “ Pro-
ghet, Priest, and King.”” o three.
'old theophany (Gen. xviii. 3; 1 Sam.
iii. 4, 6??; Acts x. 16).
The number 34, the half of 7, is a
viod of evil cut short, shortened
or the elect’s sake (Matt. xxiv. 22;
Jas. v. 17, three years’ aod a half
drought in Israel; Lukeir. 25; Rev.
xi. 8, 8, 9, xii. 6). Daan. vii. 25, xii.
7, *‘ time, times, and & half,” ‘1260
days,” ‘““three days and a half.”
The 42 months (80 days in each)
answer to the 1260 days ; three years
and a half = 1260 days (360 in each
year). Probably the l%ﬂ years of the
Eapsl rule date from A.D. 754, when
is temporal power began, and end
2014 [see ANTICHRIST]. At the close
of spurious Christienity’s long rule
open antichristianity and persecution
wiil prevail for the three years and a
half gefore the millennium. Witness.
ing churches will he followed by
witnessing individuals, even as the
apostate chnrch will give place to
the personal man of sin (Dan. vii. 25;
Rev. x1.2, 8). The 2300 (Dan. viii. 14)
years may date from Alexander’s con-
quests (328 B.C.), and end about the
same tire as the 1260, viz. 1977. The
1290 (xii. 11, 12) and 1335 days answer
to 1290, tiunng which Antiochus
Epiphanes profaned the temple, from
the mouth ljar, 145th year of the era
of the 8eleucidm, to Judas Maccabeus’
restoration of worship, the 25th da,
of the ninth mouth Chisleu, 148t]
year(l Maoo.i. 54,iv.58-566); in45days
more Antiochus died,ending the Jows’
calamities; in a1l 1335. Again, 1260,
1290 and 1335 may be counted from
Mahomet’s retirement to the cave,a.D.
606-610, and his flight from Mecca,
622 : these figures added may mark
the closing epochs of Mahometan
power. Again, the 2300 may be the
ears between 480 B.c., the time of
Xerxes' invasion of (Dan. xi.
92),and A.D. 1820, when Ali Pasha cast
off the yoke of the Porte and precipi-
tuted the Greek revolution. ’Fhird{;,
the 2300 may date from antichrist’s
profanation (¥x. 27). After the 12680
days Jesus in person will deliver the
Jews; during the 80 more their con-
sciences are awakened to penitent
faith, making 1200 ; in 46 more Israel’s
outcasts are gathered, and the united
bleasing descends. These all are con-
jectures. LEvidently these uambers
symbolise the long “ Gentile times”’
trom the overthrow of Judah’s king-
dom by Babylon,and of Jerusalem by
‘I'itus, down te the restoration of the

theocracy in Him ‘ whose right it is””
Ezek. xxi. 87). The seven times of
srael’s punishment (Lev. xxvi. 18,81,
24) are the times of the Gentile
monarchies ; the seven times of anti-
christ’s tyranny in the Holy Land
will be tﬁe recapitulation and open
consummation of what isas yet * the
mystery of in.it}::ity." Thethreeands
half during which the two witneases
prophesy in sackeloth is the eacred
seven halved, for the antichristian
world powers’ time is broken at best,
and is mlowed immediately by judg-
ment on them. It answers to the
three years and a half of Christ’s
witness for the truth, when the Jews
disowned and the God-opposed world
wer crucified Him ( . ix. 87).
E)e died in the midst of the last of
the 70 weeks; the three agd a half
which seemed the world’s trinmph
over Him was immediately followed
by their defeat in His resurrection
(!ohn xii. 81). The world powers
never reach the eacred fulneas of seven
times 360, 1.e. 3520, though they ap-
roach it in the 2300 (Dan. viii. 14).
e 42 months answer to Israel’s
42 sojonrnings in the desert (Num.
xxxii1. 1-50), contrasted with the sab-
batic rest of Canaan. Three and a
half represents the church’s time of
toil, pilgrimage, persecution. Three
and a half is the antagouism to seven.

Four symbolises world wide extension.
The four winds and quarters of the
earth (Rev. vii. 1, Dan. vii. 2). The
four ltving creatures or cherubim
with four wings and four faces (Ezek.
i. 5, ete.; Rev. iv. 6, in contrast to
the four beusts, Dan. vii., ii. 40 the
four kingdoms) ; Eden’s four streams
(Gen. ii. 10, Ezek. xl. 47). Four ex-
presses the spread of God’s kingdom
over the earth. As Christ's seamless
vest marks its unity, so the rending
of the outer garment into four by the
four Roman soldiers symbolises its
ultimate world wide extension (John
xix. 23, 24).

The numbers especially aymbolical are
8, 4,7, 10, 12, 40; 6 18 80 because
coming short of the sacred 7, 8 as
coming after 7 and introducing a new
series or era. Three and aislf is
seven broken in two. The Bible
begins with seven days, and ends with
a saccession of sevens. Seven repre-
sents rest and release from toil, also
a Divine work, in judgment or
meroy or_ revelation 2Gen. iv. ¥4,
xli. 8, 7; Matt. xviii. 22; Exod. vii.
25). Lev. xxvi. 18, ‘I will punish
you seven times more for your sins,”
21, 24, 28; Iea. iv. 1, xi. 15; 2 Sam.
xxav. 13. Dan. iv. 16, 25, “seven
times shall puss over thee” (Neba-
chadneezar). Rev. xv. 1, ““ the seven
last plagues.” Divine fulness and
completeness is the thing signified;
as Rev. i. 4, ““ the seven spirits . . .
before His throne '’ are the one Holy
Ghost in His manifold fulness; Isa.
xi. 2, 8 corresponds. 8o in oﬂ'erings
and Divine rites: Lev. xii. 2, 5; xin.
4,86, 21, 26, 81, 33, 50, 64; xiv. 7,8, 9,
16, 27, 38, 51; xv. 13,19, 28; xvi. 14,
19; Num. xii. 14; 2 Kings v. 10, 14.
The seven days’ grace(Gen. vii. 1-10);
and at the taking of Jericho (Josh. v.
13—vi. 20); the antitype, spiritual
Babylon, shall fall at the soanding of
the ceventh trumpet (Rev. xi. 13, 15;

xiv. 8). The sevenfold candlestick
(Exod. xxv. 87), the seven churches
oorresponding (Bev. i. 18, 20), the
seven deacons (Acts vi.), the sevem-
fold ministry (Rom. xi1., 1 Cor. xii ).
(S)evTen[ myf»‘: are g%vesne in foll in the
.T. [See PRAYER. ven petitions
of the Lord’s prayer in the N. T.
The seven beatitudes (Matt. v., Ps.
?il’rg )- Sa{%n mxmn;ﬁ )t.he Divine seven
v.vi. 16, Tx7i. 25): Mary Hn.Lgd.p-
lene’zs)seve: devi}T (Mark xv1. 9, Luke
viii. 2) ; the unclean gpirit returning
with seven_(Matt, m’gb) ; the seven
Cansanite nations suabdued by Isrmel
(Dent. vii. 1, Acta xiii. 19) ; the dragon
with seven heads and seven erowns
(Rev. xii. 8, Num. xxiii. 1).
Eight begins a new era and life after

the seven has been completed .
xxii. 80; Lev. ix. 1, xxi. 87).
are reinstated on the eighth day (xiv.

10; xv. 18, 20). Circumcigion on the
eighth day begins a new life in the
oovenant. The eighth day after the
seven of the feast of ta es
(xxiii. 88). From the eighth day,
when the firstfruit sheal was wav

the seven sevens were counted ; and
on the 50th or pentecoet (the eaghth
day after soven) a new era began
(ver.11,15,16; Aots ii. 1). Lev. xxv.
8, 9, type of the etornal sabbath,
the new ers of a regenerated world
(Rom. viii. 21, Isa. Ixi. 1, Acts iii.
31); the Lord’s day, the eighth
after tne seventh, ushers in the new

* Christian era. The eight saved souls
left the ark on the eigghth day, after
the last seven of anxious waiting,
the representative heads of regene-
rated mankind. Of manin bis fallen
state Ecclesiastes (i. 156) writes, ‘“‘that
which i8 crooked cannot be made
straight,” but what is ‘* impossible
with maa is ible with God”
(Luke xviii. 37) ; at Messiah's com-
ing ‘“the crooked sghall be made
straight” (Iea. xl. 4); * that which
is wanting (comp. Dan. v. 27) cannot
be numbered,” s.e. what is wholly
wanting, man’s state, cannot be num-
bered, bnt believers are ‘‘complete
in Christ ” (Col. ii. lq).

1"’7‘ repr 4, mx 4, l'?_
The * thousand”’ years (Rev, xx. 3)
is ten raised to the third power, t.e.
the world (10) pervaded by the Divine
(3). Theten commandments contain
the whole cycle of God’s moral re-

vircments. The tithe repressnted
the whole properg as belonging to
God (Gen. xiv. 20). Genesis fen
times has the formula, *‘ these are
the generations’’ (ii.4; v.1; vi. 9;
x. 1; xi. 10, 27; xxv. 18, 19; xxxvi.
1; xxavii. 8). The ten command-
ments of the decalogue follow ; God’s
fingers wrote it. QOur fingers are ten
(Exod. xxxi. 18, Ps. viii. 1). The ten
plngues were the entire rownd of
judgments from God’'s hand. The
tabernacle, temple, and New Jeru.
salem have ten as the prevailing figure
in measurements. In the N. T. the
ten lepers, ten talents, ten cities in
rewu-clwfor ten pounds gained, tem
virgins. Antichrist too his ten,
comprising the whole cycle of the
world power: ten nations opposed to
Abraham’s seed (Gen. xv. 19); ten
toes on Nebuchadnessar's image to
be stricken by the stone {Dan. ii. 41);
ten horns on tbe fourth beast (vii. 7,
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20, 84 ; Rev. xii. 3, xiii. 1, xvii. 8,7, | Israel’s sojourn in Egypt (Exod. xii. | route between the East and E
13 ¢ ings*’); ten days of! 40,41; Gal.iii.17). will bring [ The resources of the region mm
them &ck to a bondage as bad as

ten kings
yrpa’s tribolation, the complete
term of the world power’y, persecn-
tion of the church (u. 10). In oom-
bination with 7, 10 appears in the 70
nations (Qen. x.), the 70 who went
down to Egypt (alvi. 27), the 70
ms at Elim, the 70 elders of Israsl
Exod. xxiv. 1, Num. xi. 16), the 70
disciples, the 70 years’ captivity (Jer.
xxv. 11). Daniel's 70 sevens, weeks
Dan. ix. 34). Seventy fold (Gen. iv.
7,805 1055 the haal maber
80 5 to 10; 5§ is the penal nnmber
(kxod. xxii. 1, Lev. v. 18, Nam. xviii.
16) ; the fifth kingdom punishes with
destruction the four world kingdoms

(Daa. ii.). .

Twolve is the church nnmber. The
12 tribes; 18 Elim wells ; 13 stones
in the hpriest’s breastplate; 12
shewb oaves; 13 patriarchs;
13 apostles; 13 foundation stones; 123
gates; 13,000 furlongs of New Jeru-
salom ; 13 angels (Rev. xxi. 16-21, xii,
1). Twelve squared and maultiplied by
1000, the nyx.n%ol of the world divine es

rfected, gives 144,000, the seal

sraalites (vi. ). The 34 elders are
the 13 of the O. T. and the 13
of the N. T. churches combined,
““ oldera” is the term for ministers ;
the 24 oourses of priests anticipate
the final combination of the two,
Jews and Gentiles, made one new
man in Cheist (iv. 4). Seven timee
twelve is oonnected with the Lamb’s
bride. B8ix is to twelve as three and
a half to seven. 8¢z symbolises the
world given over to judgment. The
judgments on the world are oom-
plete in siw; by the fulfilment of
seven the world kingdoms become
Christ’s. Hence there is a pause
between the sixth and seventh seals,
the sixth and seventh trampets. As
18 is the charch’s number, 80 six its
half symbolises the world kingdom
brokew. Bix the world number is
next to the saored seven which it
mimios (xiii. 1) but can never reach.
Tha raiming of the six from units to
tens, and from tens to hundreds (668),
indicates that the beast, notwith-
standing his n};rogreuion to higher
powers, can only rise to greater ripe-
nenas for ju nt. Thus 666. the
number of the beast (xiii. 18), the
judged world power, contrasts with
the 144,000 sealed and transfigured
ones. [See ANTICHRIST.]

Forty symbolises probation, punish-
ment chastisement, and hurnmliation.
The 40 days’ rain of the flood (Gen.
vii. 4, 18, 17); Moses’ 40 years in
Egypt, and 40-in Midian. T¥mes of
templation and trial: 40 days on the
mount (Exod. xxiv. 18) ; a second 40
after lsrael’s sin of the calf (Deut.
ix. 18, 35); 40 years in the desert
wanderings (Num. xiv. 34), the penal
issue of the 40 days’ pmbation in
searching Cansan (xiii. 26, Ps. xcv,
10; also Jud. xiii. 1); 40 days and
nights of Elijah (1 Kings xix. 8);
Jonah's 40 days’ warning to Nineveh
(iii. 4) ; 40 days of Christ’s tempta-
tion (Matt. bviv. 2). Al?o a time of
probation tranquil prosperity
flnd.iii. 11, v. 81%. 28). i?zekiel

iv. 4-6) lay on his right side 40 duys,
a day for a year, which with the 890
oen his left side makes the 430 of

that in Egypt, but shortened by the
40 years’ sojonrn in the desert for
disoipline. Esek. xxix. 11, 18.
Numbers, Book of. The book
takes its name from the numberings
(Num. i. and xxvi.). The Hebrews
name it from its first word Vayedab-
ber, or its first distinotive word
Bemidbar. 1t Dparrates Isrmel’s
stay i the desert from the law.
giving at Sinai (Lev. xxvii. 34) to
their mustering in Moab's plains
before entering Canaan. The
are four: (1) Preparations for
ing up the camp at Sinai to
march to Canaan (i.—x. 10). (2)
Maroh from Sinai to Canaan’s bor-
der; repulse by the Amorites (z. 11
—xiv. 48). (38) Belected incidents
and enactments during the 38 yeary’
ﬁ::.l wandering (xv. 1 —xix. 22;. (4)
year in the desert, 40th after
the exodus (xx. 1—xxxvi. 18). Is.
rael’s first encampment near Kadesh
was at Rithmah (from retem the
broom) in midsummer, in the second
ear after the exodus; there for 40
says they swaited the spies’ report
(xiii. 90, 35, 96 ; xxriii. 18, 19, from
ver. 30 to 36 are the stages of penal
wandering). On the first month of
the 40th year they are at esh
The tabernacle and
Moses remained at Kadesh on the
first oocasion, whilst Israel attempted
to oocupy Oansan too late (xiv. M).
For a long period (“ many d:ﬁ" )
they stayed still here, after failure,
in iope God would yet remit the
sentence (Deut. i. 45, 48). Then
they “compassed mount Beir (the
wﬂgme. of Paran) many days,”
until that whole generation died (u.
1). The 17 stations belong to that
dreary reriod (Num. xxxiii. 19-36).
The people spread about the ridges of:
Paran, whilst the tabernacle and
camp moved among them from place
to place. At the second encamp-
ment at Kadesh they stayed three or
four months {(Num. rx.1 with 33-28,
xxxiii. 88). Miriam died, and was
buried there. The people musterin

all together exhaus the natao
water lnpily; the smiting of the
rock, and the sentence on Moses and

Aaron followed (xx. &, ete., 12, 18) ;
from Kadesh Israel sent the message
to Edom (14, ete.). On the messen.
gers’ return Israel left Kadesh for
mount Hor, where Aaron dies; then
proceeded by the marohes in xxxiii.
41-49 round Edom to Moab. The
camp and tabernacle, with the priests
and chiefs, during the wanderings,
were the nucleus and rallying point ;
and the encampments named in
xxxiii. 18-38 are those at which the
tabernacle mPitched. Kehelathah
(*“ assembling *’: ver. 32) and Mak-
heloth (*‘ assemblies’’) were probably
os at“which special gatherings
took place. During the year's stay
at Siuai the people wonld di to
seek food; so also during the 38
years’ wandering. They bought pro-
visions from neighbouring tribes
Deut. ii. 26-29). Fish at Esion
cber (Num. xxxiii. 85) was obtain.
able. Caravans passed over the
desert of wandering as the

in that day for a comparativel la.r?
Rpuhﬁon whose traces are ¥ou .
o oxcessive hardships detailed
Deant. i. 19, viii. 15, belong to the
closing marches of the 40th year
thn.)&h the Arubab, notto the whole
Een (Num. xxi. 45. Between the
n;u{‘one cliffs of the Tfihson the W.
and the granite range of Seir on the
E. the Arabah is a mountain plain of
loose sand and granite gravel, with
little food or water, and troubled
with sand storms from the gulf.
Chronology. Numbers begins with the
first day of the second month of the
second year after they left Kgypt
(Num. i. 1). Asron’s death ooourred
in the first day of the fifth month of
the 40th year (xxxiii. 38), the first
encawpwment in the final march to
Canaan (xx. 38). Between these
two points intervene 38 years and
three months of wandering (Dent.
ii. 14; Naom. xiv, 27-835). oses
recapitulated the law after Sihon’s
and Og'e defeat in the beginning of
the eleventh month of the 40th year
(Deut. i. 8,4). Thus si2 monthsinter-
vene botween Aaron’sdeath and Den-
teronomy ; in them the events of the
fourth part of Num. (xx. 1to the end)
occurred,excepting Arad’sdefeat. The
first month mourning for Aaron oo-
cupies, xx, 29; part of therhost in
this month avenged Arad’s attack
during lsrael’s journey from Kadesh
to mount Hor. Arad’sattack would
be whilst Israel was near, nor would
he wait till Isracl withdrew 60 milee
8. tomount Hor (xx.). His attack
was evidently when the camp moved
from Kadesh, which was immediately
8. of Arad. He feared their inva.
sion would be by way of thespies,”
vis. from the same quarter as before
(xiv. 40-45, xxi. 1), so he took the
offensive. e war with Arad pre.
ocedesin time chap. xx., Aaron’s burial
at mount Hor, and is the first of the
series of victories under Moees nar-

rated from this point. [Bee Hox-
lum.? Next, m mount Hor
Israel oom Edom by way of
the Red (xxi. 4), 2 izo miles

'om-neEe asbout four weeks, to the
Lmok red (ver. 13), the first west-
ward flowing brook they met, mark.
ing therefore an in their
march. Then follows Sihon’s and
Og’s overthrow at Jahas and Edrei,
about the middle of the third of the
six months. Therr defeat caused
Balak to summon to curse
1srael from *‘ Pethor, which was on
the river (Eaphrates) in his native
land’ (so transl. xxii. §), at least 350
wmiles distant. Two months suffice
for his ugb;-dora to gu mdhretum
twice, and for Balasm’s prophesying
(xxii.—zxiv.). Israel bably was
meanwhile oocnrinﬁ an ooug;{eunq
the conguest of Gilead and Bashan.
iz weeks thus remain for Midian's
seduction of [srael, the plague (xxv.),
the second numbering on the plains
of Moab (xxvi.), and the attack on
Midign (xxxi.), God retribatively
scourging the tempters by their own
victina; ‘“ beside those (kings) that
fell in the battle they put to death
the kings of Midian (five, namely
Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Beba’
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, judicially, not in battle.
. death is foreannoanced as to follow
". the vengemnce on Midian (ver. 2).

AUTHOR AND DATE.

The regnlations for encamping and

(ver. :8), “ Balaam also they slew”
80 Moses’

Deuteronomy is his last testimony,
just after the war, and before his
death in the eleventh month of the
40th year.

The catalogue of
stages from Egypt to Moab (xxxiii. 2)
is expressly attributed to Moses.
The living conuection of apecial
enactments with incidents which
occasioned them proves that this
characteristic mixture of narrative
and legislation comes from a con-
temporary annalist. Leviticus com-
pleted the Sinai legislation, bat the
stay in tents in the wilderness re-
quired supplementary directions not
originally provided, as chap. xix. 14,
also chap. v., ix. 6-14, xix. (ver. 11the
plague agter Korah’s rebellion necessi-
tating ordinances concerning defile-
ment by contact with the dead), xxx.,
xxxvi., the law of heiresses marrying
in their tribe, being at the suit of the
Machirite chiefs, a3 the law of their
inheriting was issued ou the suit of
Zelophehad’s daughters (xxvii.), and
that was due to Jehovah’s command
to divide the land according tothe
uamber of names, by lot (xxvi. 52-56).
So the ordinances xv. 4, ete., 23, 24,
l32. Thfe I‘_;.uthox-’s intimn.teh kno‘;i
edge of Egypt appears in the tri
of jealousy (v. 11), the purifications
of the priests (viii. 7, etc.), the ashes
of the red heifer (xix.); all haning an
aflinity to, though certainly not bor-
rowed from, Egyptian rites. 8o the
people refer to their former Egyp-
tian foods ( xi. b, 6). The building of
Hebron seven years before Zoan
(Tanis: probably connected here be-
cause both had the same builder, one
of the Hyksos, shepherd kings of
Egypt, who originally perbaps came
from the region of the Analim), the
N.E. frontier town of Egypt (xii1. 22).
References to the exodus from Egypt
(idi. 18, xiv. 19, xv. 41).

marching (ii., ix. 16, ete., x. 1-28),
aud Moses’ 1unvocation (x. 35, 36).
The directious for remuving the
tabernacle (iii., iv.). The very incon-
sistency seoming between iv. 3, 23,
30, fixing the Levites’ lunit of age to
30, and viii. 24 appointing the age
26 (the reason being, the 30 was
temporary, the number of able bodied
Levites between 30 and 50 sufficing
for the conveyance of the tabernacle
n the wilderness; but, when Israel
was +n Canaan, the larger number
afforded by the earlier limit 25 to 50
was required: David enlarged the
number, a8 the necds of the sanctuary
service required, by reducing the age
forentrance to 20 (L Chron. xxiii. 24-
28), younger meu being able then for
the work, carrying the tabernacle be-
ingno longerneoded). The tabernacle
is presupposed near, which is true
only whilst Israel was in the wilder-
ness; “Arnon is the border of Moab,
between Moab and the Amorites”
(Num. xxi. 13), could only be written
in Moses’ time; the Amorites were
not yet supplanted by the two and a
half tribes : xxxii. held Dihen

signed it to Reuben. In Num. xxxiv.
more territory is assigned to Israel
thau they permanently occupied, and
less than they for a time held (viz.
Damascus, in the reigns of Darvid,
Solomon, and Jeroboam 11.). Havdly
any but Moses could have written the
pleadings and God’'s communications
In xiv. 11-16, presuming they are
historical, and they are inseparably
connected with the history and legis-
lation. Moses made his memoranda
at intervals during the 38 years’
wandering ; hence ariges the variet;
of style in different parts. He use
also existing materials, as in xxi. 14,
17, 27-30, “the book of the wars
of the Lord” (the writers piously
and truly call them ‘Jehoval’s
wars,” not Israel’s; comp. Exod. xvii.
14, 16), a collection of sacred odes
commemorating Isrsel’s triumphs,
from Egyptian days downwards, in-
clnding the passage of Arnon, the
Song of the Well, the Congnest of
Sihon, and the story and prophecies
of Balaam, perhaps found in writing
among the spoils of Midian when

aam was slain (xxxi. 8). In xxi.
14 read as marg. ‘‘ Vaheeb in Su-
Phah," 1.e. He, the Lord, conguered
‘ Vaheeb in Suphah,” t.e. Saphia;
Vaheeb was Moab’s boun on the
8. as Amon was its boundaryinthe N.
Gesenius however for *“in Suphah”
transl. “in & whirlwind (the Lord
conquered) Vaheeb,”” so the Heb. is,
Job xxi. 18. In Num. xii. 8 ‘‘Moses
was very meek above all the men
upon the face of the earth,” he
writes not by his own but the
Spirit’s prompting (xi. 17). He re-
cords his own faults as candidly,
simply, and self ighoringly (xx. 10-12,
Exod. iv. 24, Deut. i. 37 ; comp. the
Aautitype, Matt. xi. 29). oses’
‘“ meekness ”’ is mentioned to show
why he did not vindicate himself;
therefore God vindicated him. Traces
of independent accounts interwoven
together (Num. xiii. 30, etc., xiv. 11-
25, 38, 39), repetitions, and want of
consecutiveness, are observed. They
are such as would result from sepa-
rate memoranda put together; but the
Spirit has guided the writer aud com-
piler. The words** while the children
... were in the wilderness’’ (xv.32) do
not prove they were no longer there,
but that the sabbath ordinance (Exod.
xxxi. 14) now vivlated was in forceal-
ready, whereas other ordinances were
to come in force ouly * when Israel
should come into the land”’ (Num.
xv. 2, etc., 18, ete.). “Prophet” ap-
plied to Moses (xi. 29, xii. 6) was a
nsual term then (Gen. xx. 7, Exod.
vii. 1), but fell into disuse in the
time of the Iiudges when there were
strictly no “ prophets,” directly in-
spired (1 Sum. iii. 1); hence *seer"”
was the term for those consulted in
difficult cases (1 Sam.ix.9). Samuel
restored the name and reality of
“prophet” ; 50 “seer”’ is found after-
wards only in 2 Sam. xv. 27, 2 Chron.
xvi. 7, 10, The organic connection
of Nurmbers with the pentateuch, of
which it forms part, involves the
Mosaic authorship of the former if
Moses was author of the rest of the
pentateuch.

when xxxii. 34 was written, but sub-  The followers of Israel were nummbered

sequently Joshua (xiii. 9 15, 17) as.-

with the holy seed, those born in the

Nurse.

house or bought of a stranger (Gen.
xvii. 12, 13). A mixed muititude wen
with them at the exodus (Exod. xii.
38, Num. xi. 4). Children begotten
of Egyptians entered the congrega.
tion 1n the third gemeration (Deat.
xxiii. 7, 8). So the Egyptian ser-
vant Jarba’s descendants (1 Chron.
ii. 84, 35) appear among Judabl's
descendants. These considerations
will acconnt for the multiplicatinon
from 70, at Jacob’s going to Egypt,
totwo millions. Formerly the forests
in Arabia attracted rain, and so the
Sinai desert afforded food more than
now. Remains of mines, numerous
inscriptions, and otber proofs exist
of a considerable population havivrg
lived there once. But independent
of natural supplies lsrael was fed by
miracle. The first census gave a total
of 603,550, the second census 601,730.
The main decrease was in Simeon,
owing to their prominencein the idol-
atry and owing to the plague conse-

uently falling heaviest on them
?Num. xxv. 6, 14). An objection is
started becanse of the disproportion
between 22,273, the ﬁrls.&orn, and
603,650 men of war (iii. 48 ; i. 46). But
the firstborn meant are those born at
and qfter the sover on the ere of
the exodus (xii. 2, 11, 18), which was
the ground of God’s claim on them;
the 603,550 include pone of them,
the 278 above the Levites’ 22,000 had
tio be red%emed a{ five shekels encll‘:
n ix. 1 the regular passover in the
first month, fourteenth day, is men.
tioned (i. 1); but ix. 11 the supple-
mentar{ passover on the fourteenth
day of the second month. The lambs
wore slain, as at the first institution,
in groups of families in private, not
at the sanctuary door as subsequently
in Canaan (ix. 3, 12; Deut. xvi.).
Considering how many would not be
clean, the number of commnnicants
was probably 700,000; 50,000 lambs
would suffice, allowing 14 persons for
each lamb (Exod. xii. 4).

Nun. Sprang from Ephrim; father

of Joshua (1 Cbron. vii. 20-27).
Anciently 8 position of
hononr; so DEeBORAH [see], Gen.
xxiv. 59, xxxv. 8; Ruth, iv. 1&. Fig-
uratively ; Moses was ‘““as a8 nursing
father ienring the sucking child”’
Num. xi. 12). 8o Iss. xlix. 23. So

aul, ‘ we were gentle (80 Alex. MS.
and C., epioi, but 8in. and Vat.
‘infants,’ nepioid) smong you, even
a8 a nurse cherisbeth her own (Gr.)
children *’ {1 Thess. ii. 7).

Nut. (1) Botnim, pistachio tree fruit.

Sent as a present to Joseph in Egypt
from Jacobin Canaan (Gen. xliii. 11).
As the pistachio did not grow in
Egypt, it wonld be especially ac-
ceptable. ‘The tree is from 15 to 30
ft. high, the male and female flowers
grow on separate trees. The nume
of Betonim, a town in Gad, is derived
from it (Josh. xiii. 26). The fruit is
the size of an olive, bulging on one
gide, hollow on the other; red Et}l
encases a shell, the kernel of whic
is green, aweet, and oily. (2) Egce :
8. of Sol. vi. 11, “the garden f
nuts,” 1.e. walnuts.

Nymphas., A disci?le at Laodices,

whom Paul salutes ' and the church
whicb is in Ais house '’ (Col. iv. 15).
An assembly of Christians met in
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his house. 8o 4, G, f, g, Vulg. [see
Ngv Tasrameyr.] But Sin, and
Alex. and C MSS. read “whichisin
their house,” Vat. MS. ““ her house,”
making N. & woman.

o .

Oak: eeyl, from ’ul ““strong,’” asthe
Latin robur. The terebinth or tar.
pentine tree.  Eloth, Elim, etc., take
their name hence ; so for * teil tree ”’
(Isa. vi. 18,1. 29), and for “ elws”

Hos. iv. 18), eelah; allon is the
“oaks’ ; also eelon is ‘‘ tho oak.”
The Quercus pseudn-coccifera is the
most abundant in Palestine, cosering
Carmel with dense brushwood eight
totwelve feet high. Its roots are dug
up as fuel in the valleys S. of Leba-
non, where the living tree is mo
longer to beseen. Abram’s cak near
Hebron is of this species, still flour-
ishing in the midst of a field, the
awgf ft. in girth, amll the bfra.uch
8 ing over a circle 90 ft. in
dgsnwter. It is probably sprung
from some far back offshoot of the
original grove under which he pitched
his tent (Gen. xiii. 18), *‘ Abramn
dwelt at the oaks of Mamre in Heb-
ron.”” The Quercus wmgilops, or
prickly cupped Valonia oak, is found
on the hills E. of Nasareth and
Tabor. The Quercus infectoria or
ggn’ng oak is seldom higher than

ft., growing on the eastern sides
of Lebanon and the hills of Galilee;
its gallnats, formed by the puncture
of an insect, contain tannin and
gllio a0id used for dyeing and ink.

r. Hooker conjectures the two @gi-
lops to represent the *“ oaks of Ba-
shan® (Isa. ii. 13). Deborah was
huried under an cak (Gen. xxxv. 8).
80 Saal (1 Sam. xxxi. 13). Idolaters
sacrificed under oaks (Isa. i. 29).
Under one Jushua set up a pillar at
Shechem to commemorate the na-
tion’s covenant with God (Josh. xxiv.
28). The *‘tree’’ in Nebuchadnezzar's
dream (Dan. iv.) is tlan, any strong

tree.

Oath. Heb. vi. 16 : *“an oath for con-
firmation is the end uf strife (contra-
diction).””  Therefore Christianity
sanctious oaths, but they are to be
used only to put an end to contra-
diction ¢n disputes and for confirma-
tion of solemn promises. God, in
ocondescension to man’s mode of
coufirming covenants, confirmed His
word by oath; by these ‘‘two im-.
mautable things in which it is impos-
sible for God to lie, we have strong
consolation who have fled for refuge
to lay hold upon the hope set before
us.” And * gecnuse He could swear
mo greater He sware by Himself ’;

vii. 28. Jesus Himself accepted
thehighpriest’'sadjuration{Matt.xxvi.
63). ul often calls God to witness
the truth of his assertions (Acts
xxvi. 39; Rom. i. 9,ix. 1; 2 Cor. i.
23, xi. 81; Gal. i. 20; Phil.i. 8). 8o
the angel, Rev. x. 6. The probibi-
tion *‘ swear not at all’’ (Matt. v. 34,
Jas. v. 13) refers to trivial occasions,
not to oaths on solemn occasions and
before magistrates. In every day
conversation your simple yea or nay

. suffices to establish your word. The

Jews held naths not binding if God’s
name did not directly occur (Light.
foot, Hor. Heb.). “ Thou shalt per.
form unto the Lord thine ocaths"
meant in the Jews’ view, which Christ
combats, if not sworn to the Lord the
oath is not binding. Jesus says on
the contrary, every oath by the crea-
ture, heaven, earth, etc., is by the
Creator whether His name be men-
tioned ornot,and istherefore hinding.
Intho perfect Christianstateall oaths
would be needless, for distrust of
another's word and untruth would
not exist. Meantime they are needed
on solemn oocasions. But men do not
escape the guilt of * taking God’s
name in vain’’ by avoiding the name
itself, as in the oaths, * faith!”
“ gracious!”” “ by heaven,” etc.

The connection in Jas.v. 12 is, Swear
not through impatsence to which
trials may tempt you (ver. 10, 11); in
contrast stands the proper use of the
tongue, ver. 13. o appeal to a
heathen god by oath is to acknow-
ledge his deity, and is therefore for-
bidden (Josh. xxiii. 7; Jer. v. 7, xii.
16; Amos viii. 14), as in swearing to
a%penl to God is recognising Him
(Deut. vi. 13; Isa. xix. 18, lxv. 16).
An oath even to a heathen king is so
binding that Jehovah's chief reason
for dethroning Zedekiah and giving
him over to die in Babylon was his
violating his cath to Nebuchadnezsar
(E):ek. xvii. 13-20; 28 Chron. xxxvi.
13).

Jewish oriminal procedure admitted the
accused to clear himself or herself by
ocath (Num. v. 19-22; 1 Kings viil.
31); our Lord, Matt. xxvi. 63. Oath

tures were *lifting up the band”’
%f)seut,. xxxii. 40, Gen. xiv. 22, Isa.
iti. 7, Egek. xx. 5, 8), Witnesses laid
their hands on the head of the ac-
cused (Lev. xxiv. 14). Patting the
hand under the thigh of the superior
to whom the vath was taken in sign
of subjection and obedience (Aben
Ezra): Gen. xxiv. 2, xlvii. 29; or else
because the hip was the pert from
which the posterity issued (xlvi. 26)
and theseat of vital power. In making
(Heb. cutting) a COVENANT (see) the
victitn was divided, and the contruot-
ing parties passed between the por-
tious, in token that tbe two became
joined in one. In Gen. xv.8-17 Abram
was there, and God signified His pre-
sence by the burning lamp which
passoed between the pieces (Jer. xxxiv.
18). Comp. Jud. zix. 29, 1 Sam. xi. 7,
where a similar slaughter of the oxen
of any who should not follow Saul
issymbolised. The false witness was
doomed to the punishment due to
the crime which he attested (Deut.
xix. 16-19). Blasphemy was punish-
able with death (Lev. xxiv. 11, 16).
The obligation in Lers. v. 1 to teetif
when adjured (for‘‘swearing’’ tmn.lﬁ
‘“adjuration,”’ alah) was that on
which our Lord acted before Caiaphas
(Matt. xxvi. 63). Alah, from El
*God,” is used for “imprecations’’
(Num. v. 23). *“ Shaba,” from sheba
‘“ seven ”’ the sacred number, is the
general word “swear’’; comp. the
seven ewe lambe given by Abraham
to Abimelech in covenanting (Gen.

xxi. 80).
Obadiah = worshi of Jehovah,
Arab. Abdallah. One of Isra-

hiah’s ‘“five’’ sons, of lssachar (1
Chron. vii. 3). Bat as four only are -
mentioned, Kennicott with four MSS.
omits * and the sons of Israhiah,”
thus making him brother not father
of O., and both sons of Ussi. Syr.
and Arab. have our text, but * four.”
2.1 Chron. viii. 88, ix. 4. 3.1
Chron. ix. 16; Neh. xii. 24, 25. 4.
1 Chron. iii. 21. 6. 1 Chroa. xii. 8, 9.
8. 2 Chron. xvii. 7. 7. Kara viil. 9.
8. Neh. x. &.

9. Over Ahab’s house. A kind of lord
high chamberlain or mayor of the
palace (1 Kings xviii. 3). As there
were saints in%ero's lace (Phil. i.
18, iv. 22), so in wicked Abal’s. Had
not his value as a servant made him
necessary to Abab, his ’I&iety would
bhave destroyed him. e pressure
of the drought in the third year was
such that Ahab could trust none
so well as O. to search throughout
the land for water to preserve his
““ beasts,” his stud of “horses and
maules.” Abab cared more for these
than for his perishing 8 .bjects! In
a corrupt court, in spite of the per-
secuting idolatrous gueen Jezebel,
* Q. feared Jebovahl,” not merely a
little but ‘ greatly.” So much so
that he dnreg to hide from ber fury
100 prophets, feeding them by fifty
in a cave (comp. on love to the Lord's
brethren, Matt. xxv. 40). Ahab went
in one direction in search of water,
(). another by himself. The latter
wasstartled by thesuddenappearance
of Elijab, who had disappeared since
his first aunouncement of the drought
coming at his word (1 Kings xvii. 1).
0. knew him and reverently fell on
his face eaying, ‘‘ art thou that my
lord Elijah?” The suddenness of his
appearing and O.'s past avoidance of
direct intercourse with him for pru-
dence sake made him ask in order to
be sure he was not making a mistake.
Elijah told him to tell Alhab of his

resence. O. in distrustful fear (for

cripture records the failings as well
as the graces of its heroes, for cur
learning) regardcd the message as
tantamount to his destruction, sup-
poseing the Spirit would carry Klijah
elsewhere and so Abab, disappointed
of his victim, would wreak his ven-
geance on 0. No boastful spirit, but
a desire to deprecate Elijah’s expos-
ing him to death, prompted bis meun.
tion of his services to the cause of
God. He could truly say what ought
to be a wotto for the young, “I fear
Jehovah from my youth” (comp. 3
Tim. iii. 15). Eljab’sassurance that
he would show himself to Ahab
sufficed to dispel hizs fears and to
re-cstablish hisfaith. After hisreturn
to Ahab we hear of hind nu wmore.
Godliness is a bardy plant that can
live amidst the frosts of persecution
and the relaxing warmth of a cor-
rupt court, and not morely in the
conservatory of n pious family (1 Cor,
x. 13, Isa. xxvii. 3, 1 Pet. i, 5).

10. The prophet. Many conjecture
O. to be the same as (8), but that is
too carlyadate. His prophetic theme
is Edom; and Edom’s revolt under
Joram, Jehosbaphat’s son, is recorded
2 Chron. xxi. 10. He stands fourth
of the minor prophets in the Heb.
canon, fifth in the LXX. Jerome
makes him contemporary with Hosea,





