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INTRODUCTION
GENESIS11:27 - 12:5

We enter into astudy dealing with one of the great men of the Bible. Thismanisoneof my favorite
charactersin the Scriptures. Heisone of my favorites not because he was great, but because he was
small. Hewas small in the sense that he was human just likeusall. Abraham had his*"issues’ just
likeall mendo. Early onin hiswalk with God he was prone to wander just like us. But, the Bible
callsAbrahamthe* friend of God.” (James2:23). What areputation and memorial for any human!
Is that not a tremendous statement concerning someone, anyone? To be able to say that manisa
“friend of God” should be the longing and goal of every believer in Jesus Christ.

It isimportant to study the life of Abraham because his experiences with God are great pictures of
the Christian’ swalk with God. In Abraham we see God calling alost sinner to follow Him. We see
the failings of animmature believer. We see the mountain top experiences and the deep valleys of
the spiritua life. We seethe great triumph of one whose faith was tested and ultimately found to be
true.

Three of the mgjor religions of the world find their roots in Abraham. Judaism, Christianity and
Islam all clam heritage in Abraham. The biblical record dealing with Abraham encompasses
fourteen chapters of the book of Genesis chronologically spanning about one hundred years. Yes,
Abrahamisprobably about 60 years old when heisintroduced in chapter 11 but 75when God begins
to deal with him in earnest. He dies at the ripe old age of 175. Abrahams' life during that one
hundred years impacted the history of the human race as no other mere human.

l. WHO WASABRAHAM?

A. WHERE DID ABRAHAM COME FROM?
Abraham’s birth place was in Ur of the Chaldees. It isfound near the mouth of the Persian Gullf.
Because of the silting process brought on by the Tigrisand Euphrates Rivers, the ancient ruins of the
city lie about one hundred miles inland from the sea. Interestingly, today it is the land of Kuwait,
which is situated where the southern most borders of Irag and Iran come together.

B. WHAT WASABRAHAM’SSPIRITUAL LIFE LIKE?
Abraham lived about two thousand years before the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ and it had been
about four hundred years since the world wideflood of Noah’ sday. Theflood was God’ sjudgment
upon man for his paganism. But by Abraham’ sday mankind had once again slid back into the same
idolatry. Thepeopleof Ur worshiped nature and everything in nature. Therewasagreat focusupon
the worship of the sun, moon and the stars.

They believed that the moon ruled the climate thus controlled whether or not their crops would be
good or not. With that belief asamotivation, they worshiped the moon with fervent passion. Infact
there was a great temple in Ur dedicated to the worship of the moon. We do not know for certain
but it is possible that Abraham was a moon worshiper before God intervened in hislife.



C. WHAT WASABRAHAM’'SFAMILY BACKGROUND?
He was a descendant of Shem, one of Noah's sons. His father’s name was Terah. He had two
brothers whose names were Nahor, and Haran. Haran died relatively young and his son Lot came
into the direct household of Terah. Lot would have become as a younger brother to Abraham.

Abraham married a beautiful lady named Sarai while he still made hishomein Ur.

Genesis 11:29
" And Abram and Nahor took them wives; the name of Abram’swifewas Sarai; .. .”

Verse30tellsusthat shewasbarren. Scripture emphasizesthisby repeating her situation two ways.
“But Sarai was barren; she had no child.”

Summing up Abraham'’s early life, he was probably about 60 years old at the outset of the Bible
record. He was married and seems to have been very close to his family. Spiritually, he was
possibly an idolater, maybe a worshiper of the moon. Tradition says that Abraham always went
against the grain in Ur in that he refused to worship the idols of the rest of his family and
countrymen. But there is no Scripture proof for this, only wishful thinking. F. B. Meyer refersto
tradition when he writes,

Amid such scenesABRAHAM wasbor n, and grew from youth to manhood. But, from the
first, if we may credit the traditions which have lingered in the common talk of the
unchanging East, hemust havepossessed noordinary character. Accordingtothosestories,
which if not literally true are no doubt based on a substratum of fact, as a young man
Abraham offered an uncompromising opposition to the evil practiceswhich wererife, not
only in theland, but in hisfather’s house.**

Scripture does let us know that some of his family members were idol worshipers.

Joshua 24:2

“And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Your fathers
dwelt on theother side of theflood in old time, even Terah, thefather of Abraham, and the
father of Nachor: and they served other gods.”

Also remember that it was Rachel, Abraham’ s grandson Jacob’ swife, who stole the idols from her
father Laban, who, interestingly, was Abraham’s nephew.

In looking at the general spiritual condition of man we find that he had again degenerated into
idolatry. Heworshiped the creature rather than the Creator. We find onething for certain man does
not learn very well from his past errors but is rather prone to repeat them.

It wastime for God to once again step in. Thistime he would not destroy the human race asHe did
with theflood. Rather, Hewould call out aman for Himself. Abraham wasaman that God would
use in avery amazing way in His dealings with the human race.



II. GOD’'SCALL TO ABRAM.
Abraham’s original name was Abram. And we will call him such until God moves to change it.

A. HISCOMMAND TO LEAVE.
Albert Banes tells us that it has been “Four hundred and twenty-two years by the lowest
calculation after thelast recor ded communication with Noah, theL or d again openshismouth,
to Abram.”®? |t is significant to mention that of all men alive upon the earth at the time, God
chooses to speak to this man, Abram.

1. GOD COMMANDSABRAM.

Genesis12:1
“Now theLORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred,
and from thy father’shouse, unto aland that | will shew thee’

God’ swords to Abram were simple when boiled down. Separate yourself from your present life.

Acts 7:2-3

“And hesaid, Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken; The God of glory appeared unto our
father Abraham, when hewasin M esopotamia, beforehedwelt in Charran, And said unto
him, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and come into the land which |
shall shew thee.”

If wetake both these passagestogether, wefind out that thewords of Genesis12:1 actually take place
before the events of 11:31. Abraham wastold by God to leave everything behind him. Hishome,
his secondary family, the security of Ur and go into aland that He will show him.

2. ABRAM’SINCOMPLETE OBEDIENCE.
The Bible does not say it but it seems apparent that Abram shared all this with Terah, his father.
Terah decided that Hewould go with Abram. Sothey all leaveUr: Terah, Abraham, Sarai, and Lot.

Be mindful that Abram was told to go to Canaan and the group sets out with Canaan as its
destination but it only gets to Haran. This is interesting because Haran would have been like a
miniature Ur. The society and religion werevery much likethat of Ur. Unfortunately, thatiswhere
they stopped. John Phillips comments on Abram’ sfirst steps of faith as follows:

...itwasonly partial obedience, for Abram wastold to give up both natural and national
ties. Therewastobeacompletebreak with thepast. Partial obedienceresulted in theloss
of further progress, for the whole venture ground to a halt beforeit had progressed very
far.

It isimportant to realizethat civilization at thistimewasapatriarchal society. Theelder of the clan
(family) had avery strong rule and control. So Terah was still in charge and things are pretty much
like they werein Ur. Abram remained in Haran until the death of his father.



3. ABRAM'SFURTHER OBEDIENCE. (12:4)
Abram leaves Haran and goes down into Canaan as God had instructed him in Ur and repeated in
Haran. There is one problem though, he still has Lot tagging along. Heis still not in complete
obedience to God’ s command to separate himself from his father’ s house.

Various events take place in Abram’ slife during this time and he continues to be God'’ s called out
one but we do not find God moving ahead with His program for Abram during this period of partial
obedience.

In God’ s providence, Abram’ sand Lot’ s herds grow to the point that these men finally haveto split
up. God prospersmaterialy inthiscaseinorder to providentially get thingstheway Hedesiresthem
to be.

4. ABRAM’SCOMPLETE OBEDIENCE. (13:14-17)
After Abram had obeyed and separated himself from Lot, God comesto him and sharesmore of His
plansfor him. Note the words of (Genesis 13:14) “ after that L ot was separated from him.” Itis
possible to have unfulfilled spiritual lives because of only partial obedience to God. Thereis a
biblical principleto belearned here; God will only reveal truth to usto the extent that we arewilling
to act on and obey that truth.

God has called the believer to separate from the world and the things of the world. Weread in

1John 2:15-17

“Lovenot theworld, neither thethingsthat arein theworld. If any man lovetheworld, the
loveof theFather isnot in him. For all that isin theworld, thelust of theflesh, and thelust
of the eyes, and the pride of life, isnot of the Father, but is of theworld. And theworld
passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.”

God saves usto be apeoplefor Hisown Name. And we are often trying to continue with one foot
in theworld and the other in the Kingdom of God. Such compromisejust will not work. The Lord
Jesus said,

M atthew 5:24
“No man can servetwo masters: for either hewill hatetheone, and lovethe other; or ese
hewill hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”

How compl ete should our obedience to God’ sword be? Dear one, if you aretrying to live for God
and continue in friendship with the world; | can only ask, “why?”

We will seethelesson of separation from the world over and over again in thelife of Abraham. He
wasto leave hisold life behind. It is extremely important for the child of God to separate himself
from world and part ways with the old life.

IIl. GOD’SPROMISE MADE TO ABRAM. Genesis 13:14-17.
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We look at these aspects of God’s promise to Abram in introductory form only. They will all be
dealt with much detail in later chapters.

Genesis 13:14-17

“And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now
thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and
eastward, and westward: For all theland which thou seest, to theewill | giveit, and tothy
seed for ever. And | will makethy seed asthedust of theearth: sothat if aman can number
the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered. Arise, walk through the land
in thelength of it and in the breadth of it; for | will giveit unto thee.”

A. ABRAM’SRECEIVESPROMISESFROM GOD.

1. GOD PROMISESTO GIVE HIM A LAND.
God gave Abram the land of Canaan. He was instructed to look out across the land in every
direction; it was all his. We will deal with thismorein alater chapter.

2. GOD PROMISESTO MAKE OF HIM A GREAT NATION.
Of course God did thisaswell. “1 will makethy seed asthe dust of theearth.” (Genesis 13:16)

3. GOD PROMISESTO MAKE HISNAME GREAT.
Abram became one of the richest men in the ancient world. He was called a prince amongst the
peoples of the land. His name has been echoed by the people of God for four thousand years.

4. IN ABRAM ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH WOULD BE BLESSED.
(Genesis 12:3; 22:18)

Genesis12:3
“And | will blessthem that blessthee, and cur se him that cur seth thee: and in theeshall all
families of the earth be blessed.”

a. THE BLESSING OF ABRAM'STESTIMONY.
God intended that Abraham would be aliving witnessto the nations concerning what arelationship
of faith between God and manis. God had chosen to use Abram to reveal Himself to the lost who
lived around him.

b. THE BLESSING OF ABRAM’S SEED. (Genesis 22:18)
The Seed, singular, of Abram was Jesus Christ Himself. In Christ salvation would be brought to all
nations. All of this boiled down to one thing.

B. ABRAM’SBELIEVING OF GOD. (Genesis 15:6).

Romans 4:3
“ Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness.”
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God stepped into Abraham’s life in the midst of his sin and called him out for Himself. Abram
becomes a tremendous picture of God' s working by grace in the heart of an individual.

Ephesians 2:8
“For by graceareyou saved through faith, and that not of your selvesit isthe gift of God.”

Abram believed, hetrusted God. It isthe samerequirement for salvation today asthen. “ Believeon
the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.” (Acts 16:31)

Is God, speaking to you? Wherewill you spend eternity? Do you know you will go to heaven when
you take your last breath on this earth? The Bible says you can know.



CHAPTER 2
DOWN TO EGYPT - GENESIS12-13

| thank God for the honest way the Holy Spirit records eventsin the Bible. In the passage before us,
God gives us the unvarnished truth concerning Abram. If the Bible was the product of man would
it not try to cover over or leave out some things that cast a dark shadow on its heroes? Thereisno
rewriting of history inthe Bible. The Lord teachesus much onhow to livethe Christian lifethrough
thisman. We learn through his victories but also through his failures.

1 Corinthians 10:11
“Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.

It isprofitablefor usto look at our spiritual fore, fathersthat we might learn, and be admonished in
our own lives. Inthischapter welearn valuablelessons from some bad decisionsthat Abram made.

|. GOD’'SPROMISE TOHISMAN. Verses12:1-8.

Weread in verse onethat God has given some clear instruction to Abram. Heisto separate himself
from his country, hiskindred and hisfather’ shouse. After adelay in Haran until hisfather’ s death
he has now moved into the land of Canaan, as God had told him to.

A. PLACE OF GOD'SBLESSING. Verse8.
Thislocation is between Bethel, “the house of God” and Hal - “aheap of ruins,” which wasto the
East back toward Ur. Be mindful that Ur was also East of where Abram now was. God has
Abraham in a tremendous place.

Abraham hasthe“house of God” for hisdwelling place and a*“ heap of ruins’ nearby to remind him
of the old life that he left behind. It isgood to be reminded of what a mess our old life was before
God intervened and brought us to himself.

God saved Abraham out of the sin and wickedness of hisold lifein Ur and had given him anew life
in His land, Bethel, the house of God. We notice that Abraham had some spiritual growth in this
place.

B. PLACE OF WORSHIP. Verse 8a. “there hebuilded an altar untothe LORD.”
Abraham built an atar there. That was a very good start. The purpose for an altar is worship.
Abraham now becomes a worshiper of Jehovah.

C. PLACE OF PRAYER. Verse8b. “And called upon the name of the LORD.”
When a child of God is growing, heisaworshiping, and praying believer in God. Hisrelationship
with God will be spiritually enriched and temporally blessed.

Unfortunately, through Abram we now see what the consequences from moving away from God's
place and house.



[I. THE FAILURE OF GOD'SMAN. Verses12:9-10.

For some reason Abraham getsrestless. The old bedouin, vagabond spirit hitshim. Hefeelshehas
to move on. Through Abram we see the consequences from moving away from God’s place and
house.

A. ATIME OF TESTING FOR GOD’'SMAN.
1. THE TEST. Verse10a. “And therewasafaminein theland.”
A famine comesinto the land, but notice we hear nothing of this famine until Abraham has begun
to leave from God'’ s house, the place he was supposed to be. As Abraham movestoward Egypt, he
loses God' sblessing. God had promised to take care of Abram in Canaan, but when he leaves the
place God had told him to be the results are not good.

Reader, even when things get tough we need to hang on to God’ s promises. Hispromiseis*| will
never leave thee, nor forsake thee” That verse comes from a passage that gives us some
understanding with what is happening to Abram.

Hebrews 13:5-6

“Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye
have: for hehath said, | will never leavethee, nor forsakethee. Sothat we may boldly say,
ThelLord ismy helper, and | will not fear what man shall do unto me.”

The testimony of God's faithfulness is involved here. | grant you that it is very hard at times to
simply rest in God' s promise to us. But, beloved, do we believe His promise or not?

2. ABRAM'SFAILURE. Verse10.
When the believer leaves God s will, he is an absolute failure. Abram took his eyes off God and
looked to the world for help. Abraham goes down to Egypt. In the Scriptures Egypt is atype, or
picture of the world.

Notice: Abraham goes down into Egypt. Anytime you move away from the house of God toward
theworldit will beadownward trip. Theworldwill aways seek to drag you down. It will try to pull
you down to itslevel. Moving toward the world will never be a positive spiritual move.

B. THE DEPARTURE OF GOD’S MAN.
Abraham now finds himself in Egypt. As soon as he gets there, trouble begins.

1. ABRAHAM'SFEAR. 12:11-12.
When he moves away from God he loses fellowship with God and fear gets hold of him. Hisdear
wife, Saral isabeautiful woman and hewasafraid that the Egyptianswould kill him to take her from
him. Hedecidesto have her hidethefact that sheishiswife for the sake of his own safety. Rather
than being her protector and provider, heis worried about himself. What a horrible thing to do to
your wife!

2. ABRAHAM’'SLIE. 12:13.
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Abraham liesto protect himself, it isredly only ahalf lie because Saral was his haf sister. Butin
God' s eyes a haf-truth isawholelie.

Sure enough, when the Egyptians lay eyes on Saral they are taken by her beauty and sheisremoved
to the house of Pharaoh. All the while Abram is lying about his wife; Pharaoh is pouring gifts on
Abram. Itlookslike Abram’sschemeisgoing to work, but God is not going to allow His plansfor
Abram to be destroyed. In order to protect His program, God plagues Pharaoh and his house.

Notice something significant: in ashort time Abram has gone from being a praying and worshiping
man of Jehovah God to alying compromiser. So before you say, 1 would never do such athing,”
take care to set boundariesin your life that you will not crossin order to ensure your walk with the
Lord. Simply refuseto lie about anything. Be completely honest in your dealings with everyone.
Most importantly remain in the house of God.

C. THE OBVIOUSEFFECTSOF A BAD TESTIMONY. Verses14-17.
Because of Abram’slie, othersare punished. We can bring great pain upon othersthrough our sin.
Our sin can bring consequences not only upon us but upon innocent people around us. Thereisno
one more miserable than a Christian out of fellowship with God. Imagine how this affected his
relationship with Sarai! After thisterrible denial of hiswife, how much respect do you think Sarai
had for her husband?

Abram’s sin brought judgment upon Pharaoh and his household. Very seldom will our sin only
effect us.

D. THE WORLD REBUKESABRAM. (12:18-20)

1. GOD'SREBUKE OF ABRAM AT THE HAND OF A SINNER.
Pharaoh, a lost heathen leader asks God's chosen man: “What is thisthat thou hast done unto
me?’ (Genesis 12:18a). It isavery sad day when God has to use alost man to rebuke His child.

Pharaoh did not want to mess around with Abram’s God, but the testimony of God’'s man did not
say much about what a believer in Jehovah isto be. What sort of savor did Abram leave in Egypt
of what a believer is? It ismindful of the reproach; “if that is a believer then | hope | never meet
another one.”

2. GOD’'SUNEXPECTED ESCORT FOR ABRAM. (12:20)
The sense of the words “ and they sent him away” are very strong. Itisasif Pharaoh hasto use
forceto get rid of Abraham. God wanted Abram in Canaan, and Hewill do what He hasto do to get
him where He wanted him.

[1l. THE REVIVAL OF GOD’'SMAN. (Chapter 13)
God gets Abraham up and out of Egypt.

A. ABRAM GETSBACK TO GOD'SHOUSE. Versethree. Abram getsback to Bethel.
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We need God’s house, and we need the ministry of God in His house. When we absent ourselves
from God’ s house we quickly grow cold, and it is sure that we will not grow in the things of God.

B. ABRAM GETSBACK TO SEEKING GOD. Verse4.
When back to where God’ s child should be, we find him praying and calling on the Name of the
Lord. We see from these eventsin the life of Abraham three very important marks of the spiritual
man. Remember thisthough, these things do not make a person spiritual. They arethe marks of the
one who is spiritual, one who is where he ought to be with the Lord.

1) Hewill beaseparated man.

Abraham got out Egypt and put some distance between himself and the world. Some Christians
confuse separation withisolation. Separation should bethought of asinsulation. That is, insulating
yourself against spiritual danger.

It isthe truth of John 17 in that God has been pleased to leave usin this world but we are not to be
of thisworld. “ They are not of theworld, even as| am not of theworld.” (John 17:16).

2.) Hewill beasanctified man.
What issanctification? It isthe other side of separation. In separation we seek to separate ourselves
from the effect of the world in our lives.

In Sanctification the believer separates himself to the Lord. It isbeing set apart for the LORD. It
isawise believer that puts distance between himself and the spiritual dangers of the world.

Take note of thisillustration from John Phillips concerning the woman seeking a new coachman.

Shehad threeapplicants, to each of whom sheput thesamequestion. “ Y ou know that steep
hill just outsidetown and that narrow spot wheretheroad dropsaway toagully. How close
could you drive my coach to the edge without losing your nerve?” The first man said,
“Madam, if the wheels of the coach came within six inches of the edge | would feel quite
safe.” The second coachman said, “Madam, | reckon even if one of the wheelswent clean
over the edge| could hold those horses and recover the coach without harm.” It wasthe
third coachman who secured thejob. “Madam,” he said, “| would keep that coach asfar
away from that gully as| possibly could.” ™

That isagood picture of sanctification. Itisnot getting as closeto the world without falling into sin
or hurting our testimony. Rather, it iskeeping asfar away from it aswe can by drawing as close as
we can to the Lord.

3.) Hewill beaman of sacrifice.
Abram is back to the altar. Heis back to the place of worship, back to the place where he “ called
on thenameof theLord.”

Back to where God was in control.
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Proverbs 3:5-6
“Trust in theLord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own under standing: in all
thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”

Within the simple words of these versesfrom the Proverbslay the key to avictorious Christian life.
Trust God absolutely and do not look to your own wisdom or ability and in every area of your life
give God compl ete authority and then God will direct your life for His glory and your good.
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ABRAHAM: FRIEND OF GOD AND FATHER OF FAITH
CHAPTER 3- STRIFE OR SATISFACTION OF THE BELIEVER
LOT'SLOSS GENESIS 13:5-18

We come to chapter 13 finding Abram experiencing atime of persond revival in hislife. Reading
verses 1-4 we discover that he is out of Egypt (a picture of the world in the Bible) and back to
Bethel, the house of God. We find him back to the place of the Altar and calling upon the name of
the Lord.

Our passage dealswith asituation where the relationship of Abram and his nephew Lot has become
strained. Atfirst reading we might not pick up onthe spiritual significance of what takesplace here,
but God is on the scene and working to accomplish His perfect will in the life of Hisman. Godis
working through His providence to bring events about in such away that Hiswill isaccomplished.
Hewants Lot separated from Abram and it isinteresting that He bl esses them both so much that they
just cannot live in the same placeanymore. Theway that Abram dealswith al of thisisatestimony
of the spiritual growth that istaking placein hislife.

We are going to see very clearly the difference of how a spiritually minded believer and acarnally
minded believer deal with problems and decisions that must be made in the course of life. Please
take note that we aretalking about two believersthat approach lifeand what isimportant in life very
differently.

V. THE STRIFE BETWEEN THE BRETHREN. Verses5-7.

A. THE MIXED BLESSING. Verses5-6
Not only has Abram increased in wealth over the years but Lot has also amassed a great deal of
possessions. He has accumulated “flocks, and herds, and tents.” And evidently he now has a
number of men working for him.

B. THE HERDSMEN’'S STRIFE. Verseseven.

1. THE OBVIOUS PROBLEM.
With the blessing of the increase of Abram and Lot’ s wealth in possessions there came a problem.
The land could not support them both and strife devel oped between these two men’s herdsmen.

We can imagine that they were probably fighting over grazing land, wellsand such likethings. The
guestion is, what should they do about it?

2. THE OBSERVING PEOPLE. Verse 7b.
We could very easily just read over this statement but the Holy Spirit recorded it for areason. “. .
. the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled then in theland.” These two groups of people were
the native inhabitants of the area. There are a couple things that come to mind here as to possible
considerations about this.
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a. THE POTENTIAL DANGER.
What would happen if Abram and Lot allowed this strife to continue to the point that they got into
violence with each other? The Canaanite and the Perizzite potentially could have taken advantage
and let them fight it out and then move in on the weakened survivor.

b. THE POOR TESTIMONY.
Not only wasthere a potential danger but this strife amongst these brethren was a poor testimony to
their lost neighbors. Aslong as there is more than one person in this old world there will be the
possibility for disagreement. It isasad situation though when two brethren fall out into strifebefore
the ungodly.

Philippians 2:14

“doall thingswithout mur muringsand disputings: that yemay be blamelessand har mless,
thesonsof God, without rebuke, in themidst of a crooked and perversenation.” Emphasis
isthe author’s.

Abram wantsto avoid this. Andtothispoint it seemsthat the strife waslimited to the herdsmen and
had not affected Abram and Lot’ s relationship.

V. SEPARATION ISNOW NECESSARY FOR ABRAM.

Be mindful that God had initially called Abram to separate himself from country, kindred and his
father’ s house, to the land that He had for him. God was now going on with Abram in separating
him from his father’ s house. We have no idea how much of a hindrance Lot has been on Abram’s
spiritual life.

Take note of something extremely important: when God calls His follower to separate from the
world and worldly associationsit isnot to create avacuum in the believer’slife. We areto separate
from theworld unto God. Hisdesireisto haveour livesfor Himself. Abram will now be separated
from Lot and Lot’s continual drag on his spiritual life. When God seesfit to do such athingitisa
good thing. Never again will the Holy Spirit record the words, “and L ot also, which went with
Abram.” Verses1l& 5.

VI. SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT OF ABRAM. Verses 8-9.

A. ABRAM’'SCONCERN.
What is Abram’sdesire? “Let therebeno strife, | pray thee, between meand thee. . . for we
be brethren.” (Genesis 13:8)

The word “strife” carries the meaning of contention or to have a quarrel with another. Abram did
not want thisissueto becomeafurther problem that would cause aquarrel between himself and Lot.
Abram’ s relationship to his nephew was more important to him than things.

MAKING THE APPLICATION:
It is a sad thing when brethren lose sight of the importance of a right testimony for God in the
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community. They forget the bond that they havein Jesus Christ. They forget theimportant matters
and get caught up in strife over things that have no (absolutely no) eternal significance.

B. ABRAM'SDISCERNMENT. Verse.
Abram behavesin avery admirable way. He gives Lot the choice of al theland. Essentially heis
saying, “Whatever way you go | will go the other. Whatever you choose | will take what is left.”
Abram did not haveto do this. After all, God had given al theland to Abram. Who wasthe senior
man here? Abram. Who was probably still the stronger and greater in possessions? Abram.

Abram displays his superior character and superior spirit in this most generous offer. It is not an
easy thing to do, but it isamark of spiritual character when a person can defer hisrightsto another.
Paul wroteto the Philippians “ let each esteem other better than themselves.” (Philippians 2:3)

Their lost neighbors (the Canaanites and Perizites) probably scratched their heads wondering why
Abram would yield hisrights and withhold his strength in thismatter. But God would greatly bless
him for it.

VII. LOT MAKESA SHALLOW DECISION. Verses10-11.

A. THEINFLUENCE OF ABRAM LOST.

While these two men are close to each other Abram has influence in Lot’s life. It is tremendous
when a mature believer can serve as amentor in the life of anew or younger believer. But, there
should come a time when the younger believer is able to stand on their own spiritual legs.
Unfortunately, many a professing believer’ s walk is born along more by the influence of another
faithful follower of the Lord than it is of their own faith in God. We see this sometimes amongst
husbands and wives. We seeit amongst believing friends. We seeit in most any relationship where
there is strong leadership, but where another or others that are more “hangers on” than they are
leadersin their own right. C. H. Mclntosh describes the present situation between Abram and Lot
with these words:

Such persons go on for atime either as a dead weight upon the testimony or an active
hindrancetoit. Thus,in Abraham’scase, the Lord called him toleave hiskindred; but he
brought hiskindred with him. Terah retarded him in hismovement, until death took him
out of the way: Lot followed him somewhat further, until “the lust of other things’
over power ed him, and he entirely broke down.®*

When the day of separation comestheonewill go oninhisfaithful walk with God, but the other will
in short order find themselves under the spell of the world, the flesh and the devil. We have no
evidencethat Lot had avital spiritual walk with the Lord of hisown. We have no record that he had
an altar of hisown, no indication that he called on the name of the Lord for himself. And now we
find him making this decision out of his own wisdom. John Philips comments: “ A man who is
weak in his devotions and worldly in his desires will inevitably be wrong in his decisions
(13:11-13). Lot choseall theplain of Jordan and separ ated himself from hisgodly uncle.” ¢
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B. THE INFLUENCE OF LOT’SFLESH GAINED.

What is Lot’ sreaction when Abram submits himself to his nephew’schoice? “ALL RIGHT!” He
does not say, “Oh no, uncle Abram, you are the leader of the family. Y ou have the right to choose
over me.” No, wedo not find him protesting at all. Rather helooks around the countryside and sees
the well-watered plain of Jordan. He triesto put a spiritual spin on his decision and describesiit,
“even as the garden of the LORD.” But his true motivation comes through when he further
identifiesit, “liketheland of Egypt.” Lot had enjoyed the luxuries of Egypt during histime there
and the plain of Jordan reminded him of it.

Lot chose with hisflesh through worldly minded thinking. He did not consider what would be best
for hisfamily spiritually. He did not weigh the potential consequences of his decision.

VIII. BEING SURRENDERED TO OUR CHOICES. Verses12-18.
We all haveto live with the choiceswe makein life. And we see herethat the biblical principle of
“reaping what you sew” isonce again proven true.

A. THE SAD CONSEQUENCESOF LOT'SCHOICE. Verses12b -13.
We are not going to really deal with the results of the choices Lot is making for hislife at thistime
but only to say this. What on the surface may appear to be a good decision does not aways prove
good in the long run.

| have heard some say. | know this decision or move was God's will because of how great things
worked out. By that statement they are referring to apparent material blessing. Dear ones, that is
not always, in fact seldom is, the best indicator to judge things by.

Two important issues to remember when one is making decisions.

1) How does my decision line up with the Word of God?
2.) Howismy decision going to effect not only me but thosethat | am spiritually responsible for?

B. THE CONSEQUENCES OF ABRAM’SCHOICE. Verses12a & 14 -18.

1. THOUGH HE DEFERRED TO LOT, ABRAM LOST NOTHING. Verses 14 -15.
What an amazing word Abram receivesfrom God. The Lord tells Abram to look around himself in
every direction and informs him that it al belongsto him. Wow, Abram is blessed even though he
deferred to Lot!

2. THOUGH SUBMITTED ABRAM ISENCOURAGED. Verses 16 -17.
God goes on to encourage Abram for his wise handling of the strife with Lot and his subsequent
separation from him. The Lord reiterates that He will bless him with a great multitude of
descendants. He again gives Abram aword about the land. Thisis paraphrasing but the message
is, “Abram wherever you set your foot down | will giveit to you.”

3. SPIRITUAL SEPARATION BRINGS ABRAM FATNESS IN ASSOCIATION
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WITH THE LORD. Verse18.
The word “Mamre” means strength or fatness and “Hebron” means association or fellowship. In
ancient culture “fatness’ suggested wealth. We find Abram blessed with “fatness’ in the place of
fellowship and worship of the LORD.

Dear ones, how are you making decisions for your life? Do not make the mistake Lot made as he,
“lifted up hiseyes, and beheld all theplain of Jordan” (Genesis 13:10) and wasimpressed with
what the physical eyes may see.
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ABRAHAM FRIEND OF GOD AND FATHER OF FAITH
CHAPTER-4-TO THE RESCUE OF LOT
GENESIS 14

What does it mean to be friends with someone? It can mean several things. First, it will mean that
thereisafriendly relationship. Second, friends have fellowship with each other. Third, friendsare
often companions. Fourth, friends like each other and desire prosperity and success for each other.

It isrecorded by the Holy Spirit in the Word of God that Abraham was known asthe friend of God.
That is atestimony to be desired. It is aso areason why Abram was prepared to do a great and
heroic deed at acritical time.

In this chapter we have alot of Biblefirsts. The Book of Genesisis loaded with these and rightly
SO since its name means, “beginnings’ it is the book of beginnings. There are many doctrines and
biblical principlesthat areintroduced or mentioned for the first timein Genesis. Among thesefirst
mentions we have in this chapter the first priest, the first king, the first war, first time wine is
mentioned, and the first time atithe is received.

Inthisrecord of thefirst war in the Bible we have ten kingsthat come upon the scene. Out of al ten
only oneisatruly righteous king and he comes on the scene at the very end. Inthiswehaveathumb
nail picture of all history played out with the coming of the King of kings at the end of time to set
up His kingdom.

Though heisvery much involved in our story, Abram remains separated from the citiesfo the plain
of Jordan. Through this war God uses Abram to teach us the proper balance between separation
from the wickedness of the world without becoming isolated from the world’ s needs. Abram lived
totally separated from the world, pictured here by Sodom, Gomorrah and the other citiesintheplain
of Jordan.

Abram had no use for Sodom and its wickedness, its amusements, its pleasures and its prosperity.

Hekept agood distance between himself and Sodom. With that said though, he did not pretend that
it did not exist. He had afamily interestin Sodom. Hisworldly, weak, and back-dlid nephew lived
in Sodom. Yes, wefind Lot now living inthemidst of all that wickedness. How could that happen?
Not really hard to understand and follow the downward steps that landed Lot in such a wicked
environment.

1) Helooked at Sodom. Which picturestheworld and all that it had to offer.
Genesis13:10
“And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered
every where, beforethe L ORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even asthe garden of the
LORD, liketheland of Egypt, asthou comest unto Zoar.”

2.) Then hemoved in the direction of Sodom.
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Genesis13:12
“Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, and
pitched histent toward Sodom.”

3.) Now wefind him dwelling in Sodom.

Genesis14:12
“And they took Lot, Abram’s brother’s son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and
departed.”

With all that isabout to transpire, we find Abram willing to get involved for Lot’ s sake, but only at
the right time and in the right way. Because Abram had remained separate from the worldly cities
of the plain, he was now in aposition to be used of God to see their deliverance.

|. THE BATTLE AMONG THE NINE KINGS. Verses1-12.

A. THEBATTLE INVOLVESFOUR AGAINST THE FIVE.
The narrative of the chapter tells us that the cities of the plain had been in subjection to King
Chedorlaomer for 12 years. While under hisrule Sodom and the other cities had been paying tribute
(taxes) to him. In the 13" year they chose to rebel. This must have been repeated in other places
becausein the 14™ year we find Chedorlaomer massing his armies along with three other kings and
moving to reconsolidate his kingdom.

Wefind thisgreat army moving through these lands and destroying all opposition. No onewasable
to stop him. Inthe plain of Jordan Bera, king of Sodom and four other kings thought they would be
able to stand against Chedorlaomer’ s forces but they too soon found out otherwise.

In verse 10 the wicked kings of the plain fell and fled in the slime pitsin the vale of Siddim. It was
appropriate for these ones who were so filthy on the inside to now be outwardly what they were
inwardly. John Phillips writes:

There seems to be a poetic justice in it all. Sodom and Gomorrah were vile and filthy
beyond words. Their sin wasa stench in thenostrilsof God. It wasfitting that their kings
would be hauled off to captivity all besmirched and bedaubed with slime. "

B. THE CAPTIVES.
With the ragtag armies of the plain routed it |eft the cities unprotect to be spoiled. Many were taken
as prisoner, including Lot and all he owned. They were carried away to be sold as slaves to the
highest bidder.

II. THE RESCUE WON BY THE MAN OF GOD. Verses 13-16.
A. ABRAM’'SSTRENGTH.

1. HISSEPARATION.
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Heiscalled“ Abram the Hebrew” which meansthe* onefrom beyond.” Hewasan outsider. Hewas
one who had pulled out of the world and crossed over to the place God had given him. Even here
in his new home Abram’ s neighbors saw him as an outsider. It isgood way for the believer to see
himself as Abram saw himself.

Hebrews 11:9-10

“By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in
taber nacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirswith him of the same promise: For helooked
for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.”

2. HISSITUATION.
Hewas dwelling at Hebron. Genesis 13:18; 14:13. Hebron means “association” or “fellowship.”
Abram wasin the place of fellowship with his God. It was a place of the altar, a place of sacrifice
and worship. Abram was in a place where he could hear and get leadership from God.

B. ABRAM'SSTRATEGY.
Abram was certainly aware of what was going on in the world around him. It wasin his own best
interest to keep track of men like Chedorlaomer and his armies. Abram had great holdings and
would bearea prizefor theseinvading armies. For the most part, Abram’ swealth would have been
in his sheep, goats, cattle and other tangible riches. Chedorlaomer would have been glad to relieve
Abram of al those things.

Abram, being in the place of fellowship with God, had without a doubt spent time with the Lord
about this situation. Now the word had come to him of the battle in the plain of Jordan and the
capture of Lot and the others. We seethe*Friend of God” prepared to get involved and take action
when he was desperately needed. He was ready to do what needed to be done with God’ s help and
for God's glory.

1. THE HARD PURSUIT. Verse14.
Without hesitation, Abram knows what he must do. He arms his men, 318 of them along with the
men of a couple of his neighbors, and goes after this mighty army that was drunk with their
successes. Thereisno question in Abraham’s heart asto if he should seek to rescue Lot.

Theclaimsof abrother’stroubleareanswer ed by the affections of abrother’sheart. This
is divine. Genuine faith, while it always renders us independent, never renders us
indifferent; it will never wrap itself up in itsfleece while a brother shiversin the cold. @

2. THETOTAL DESTRUCTION OF THE ENEMY. Verses15-17.
a. THEBATTLE. Vesel1s.
Abram recognized that he and his men would be no-match for Chedorlaomer’ s armies on the open
battlefield so hedivideshisforcesand launchesasurpriseattack at night and destroysthe enemy and
chases the survivors nearly to Damascus.

b. THE RESCUE. Verses16-17
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Everyoneisrescued, including Lot, along with al of their material goods. On their return the king
of Sodom goes out to meet the heroic Abram.

[1l. THE MINISTRY CARRIED ON BY THE PRIEST-KING. Verses 18-20.

Suddenly, another king shows up out of nowhere in our story and in the Bible and afterward he
disappearsjust suddenly as he appeared. We know nothing about him except his name and the city
he ruled and that he was a priest of the Most High God.

A. MELCHIZEDEK WASKING OF SALEM.
This King shows up out of nowherein our story and in the Biblein general and then disappears just
as quickly as he appeared. We know nothing about him except his name, the city he ruled and that
he was a priest of the Most High God.

He becomesin Scripture a

1. HEISA TREMENDOUSPICTURE OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.
The name Melchizedek means King of Righteousness, and Salem means peace. We see this man
asthe King of Righteousness, King of Peace.

2. HEHASA MINISTRY ASA HIGH PRIEST. Verse18.
We find out here that this man isnot only aking but also a*“ priest of the most high God.”

It is peculiarly sweet to observe the manner in which Melchisedek introduces God to the
thoughts of Abraham. HecallsGod to thethoughtsof Abraham. He callsHim *the most
high God, possessor of heaven and earth;” and not only so, but pronounces Abraham
“blessed” of that same God. 49

a. HISMINISTRY ISON BEHALF OF JEHOVAH.
He comes to Abram to minister to him for “the Most High God.”

b. HISMINISTRY PROVIDESBREAD AND WINE.
He sets bread and wine before Abram. The Lord provides atable of sustaining and satisfaction for
Abram. Abramisabout tofaceagreat temptation. God isintervening and preparing him to deal with
thistemptation. Thisisthefirst mention in the Bible of these elementsthat since the death of Jesus
Christ at Calvary have represented the body and the blood of our Savior, the divine King of
Righteousness that gives men peace.

For the Christian these elements ook back in memorial and remembrance of the cross. They are
set before Abram as a picture, and aforeshadowing of what was to come, |ooking forward to the
Cross.

What atremendous picture we have here. The King/priest, Melchizedek, the type of Christ comes
and ministersto Abram in aliving type or illustration of how Jesus Christ ministersto the needs of
men.
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3. ABRAM ISBLESSED. Verses19-20.
Melchizedek blesses Abram, and reveals anew name of God to him, “the Most High God which
hath delivered thine enemiesinto thy hand.” Melchizedek makesit clear who it wasthat really
won the victory that day, and it was“ The Most High God.”

4. ABRAM’SRESPONSE. Verse 20b.
Immediately, Abram responds by giving tithes unto Melchizedek. Giving is an act of worship.
Abram givestithes unto Melchizedek asan act of Worship unto God in responseto the great victory
that God gave him. It was an expression of his gratitude for what God had done for him.

Abram givestithesof all the spoilstothe”Most High God, possessor of Heaven and Earth.” His
giving is a returning back to the One who had given him the victory. There is no question in
Abram’s mind that in the face of unsurmountable odds God gave him and his men the victory. To
not return to the Lord of the spoils would be a brazen act of pride.

V. THE TESTIMONY MADE CLEAR BY THE MAN OF GOD. Verses?21-24.

A. THETEMPTATION. Verse 2l
If Melchizedek is apicture of the Lord Jesus Christ, the King of Sodom is a picture of the tempter,
Satan. Immediately after the tremendous victory of faith for Abram Satan comes along with an
attempt to steal away the blessing from this growing believer. He offers Abram the spoils of battle.
Be mindful that Abram had already given tithes from it.

Thisistheway it dwaysis. It even happened to our Lord. After the beautiful time of His baptism
He was led away into the wilderness to be tempted by Satan. The spoils were an appealing
temptation. After all, Abram had won the victory of battle and to the victor go the spoils. But
Abram was spiritually wise enough to keep his hands off the spoils of Sodom.

B. THE TESTIMONY DECLARED BY ABRAM. Verses22-23.
1. HISCONTINUED GROWTH IN FAITH. Verse22.
He givesthe credit to whom it belonged. Helifted hishand to God! And notice, he usesthe Name
of the God that he had just learned from Melchizedek. This action indicates that Abram may well
have sworn unto the Lord before he ever left him that if God gave him the victory he would make
no advantage of it for himself.

2. HISFIRM REJECTION OF THE SPOIL. Verses 23-24.
Herefused to make himself liable to the King of Sodom. Heturns down the possibility of being put
in the place where this worldly king could claim that he had made Abram rich. Abram wanted the
Most High God to receive all the glory for the victory.

Abram is once again drawing a line between himself and wickedness, putting distance between
himself and theworld. He did what he had to do to help his brother but hedid it for the glory of God
and not for the pleasures or riches of the world. He met their need, rescued them, saved them from
destruction. Lord help believers to learn from Abram. There is a great biblical principle to be
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learned: The world needs us but we do not need the world.

NOTE: Lot returns to Sodom, but Abram returns to Hebron and please take note of the words of

Genesis15:1
“ After thesethingstheword of the LORD cameunto Abram in avision, saying, Fear not,

Abram: | am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.”

Our reward is not in the things of this world that are here today and soon gone. We rest in Him
wherewe need not fear. Heisour protection and our reward for all eternity. Believer, areyou ready
for the battles that may come your way? Only the separated believer who isin fellowship with God
will be truly ready to face the foes that inevitably will come your way.

(Hebrews 12:1-2) “Wher efor e seeing we al so ar e compassed about with so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin that doth so easily beset us, and let us
run with patiencetheracethat is set before us, looking unto Jesusthe author and finisher
of our faith.”
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ABRAHAM: FRIEND OF GOD AND FATHER OF FAITH
CHAPTER 5- GOD'SPLEDGE TO ABRAM
GENESIS 15.

Chapter 15 begins with the simple words, “ after thesethings.” After what thingswould that be?
Abram, along with hisfew hundred men have routed the rampaging army of King Chedorlaomer.
God had given an amazing victory to His fledgling disciple. Abram rescues his nephew Lot along
with the people and possessions of Sodom and Gomorrah. In asurge of victorious faith Abram
refuses the tempting offer of the King of Sodom to take what he wanted of the spoils.

Now thedust of battle has settled. The captives have beenrescued. The ministry of the priest of the
Most High God, Melchizedec is accomplished and he has returned to Salem. Lot and the King of
Sodom have returned to their wicked city.

It may be that the stark reality of what has transpired had begun to dawn on Abram. He had just
defeated the most powerful King in al the East. Could it be that he will want to get revenge?

Then there were al so the spoils of war that he had refused to take from the King of Sodom. Oh, my!
That wasalot of wealth. Abram had valiant faith but maybe there were some second thoughts. We
also have some more first mentionsin this chapter.

1) FirsttimeintheBiblewehavethewonderful phrase“and theword of theL ord came.”
God' sword came to minister to this believer’s heart to comfort and encourage him, saying, “1 am
thy shield and thy exceeding great reward.” (Genesis 15:1b)
God was saying, “Abram, | am your protection provider.” The relationship between this man,
Abram and Almighty God is deepening. It is an amazing thing that three times in the Bible,
Abraham isreferred to as God' s friend.
2.) First timewe havetheword “believed.”
We will talk more about this later. Suffice it to say, the proper response to the word of God is to
believe. We can believe God, and we can trust His word, just as He has given it to us. We can
depend uponit. It isawonderful truth that God does not always wait until we cometo Him. Here
God sword comesto Abram. Itisan expression of Hisloving grace when He comesto the believer
through His word and assures and meets his need.
I. THE QUESTION CONCERNING THE PROMISE. Verses?2-7.

A. ABRAM’SQUESTION ABOUT THE SEED. Verses2-3.

“LORD God what wilt thou give me, seeing | go childless’

The mention of God' sreward reminds Abram of something. Obvioudly, thisis something that has
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been on Abram’s mind and a burden on his heart.

Psalm 127:3
“Lo, children arean heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of thewomb ishisreward.”

So God’ smention of Hisreward stirred Abram to ask God about the seed, his heritage. Thereisno
note of bitternessin Abram’ swords. Infact he showstruereverencein addressing God by the name
“Lord God.” Whichis“Adonal, Jehovah.” Abram hasaquestion, “I haveno children, am| to leave
all my house to my chief servant? Which would have been the customary practice of the day for
aman who had no heirs.

B. GOD’SPROMISE TO ABRAM. Verses4-7.

1. THE PROMISE. Verse4.
But this was not to be, Abram would not be left childless; God had promised Abram a seed of his
own. A son that would come forth from him.

2. THE PICTURE. Verse5.

Genesis 14:5
“L ook now toward heaven, and tell thestars, if thou be ableto number them: and he said
unto him, So shall thy seed be.”

The Lord leads Abram out away from thefires of camp and asks him to “Look up into the night sky,
can you number the stars? So shall thy seed be.”

It isimpossible to give a number to the stars. Thereis no known end to the universe. And notice
here the words, “look now toward heaven.” Itisasif God issaying, “look toward me, look toward
the One who overflows the universe. Abram, look to me and believe that as | have placed the
countless stars in the night sky so shall your seed be.”

The eternal God is superabundant in His response to the believer’s request. God had previously
promised him a child and yet the promise was unfulfilled. Abram asks concerning his seed. God
repeats His promise to Abram but goes on to establish a home for his heritage. Hamilton Smith
expandsfor us: “ Abraham had asked for a son, and God promised him not only a son but also
ag)inheritancefor theseed. Sonship and inheritancearethetwo great themesof God’sreply.”

3. THE PROVISION. Verse7.
God did not call Abram out of Ur of the Chaldees to make him homeless. No, quite the contrary,
God had an inheritance for Hisfriend. He had provided a possession for Abram'’s heritage.
II. THE SEAL OVER THE PROMISE. Verses8-21.

A. ABRAM’'SREQUEST FOR A PLEDGE. Verse8.
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Humbled, Abram seeks some assurance of this promise. God has made an awesome pledge to a
mere man. Abram is not being disrespectful, just honest.

Let usrgoicein what we learn of God' slove and patience as he dealswith his child. Abram in his
childlike faith asks God to give him some assurance of the promise. A stepping stone, if you will,
for him to step out upon. We witness here an awesome and amazing covenant established between
God and a man.

B. GOD’'SINSTRUCTIONSTO ABRAM. Verse9.
We have described for usacommon ritual that would be used to seal a contact between two parties.

1. THE PREPARATION OF THE PLEDGE. Verse10.
Abram carefully goes about to prepare as God had instructed him. He takes the heifer, she goat and
ram and divides them in half and lays out the pieces along with the birds.

2. ABRAHAM'SWAITING. Verse1l.
Abram has everything ready, and now proceeds to wait for the Lord. He waits upon the Lord.
Something that every believer must go through in his pilgrimage with God. Learning to wait upon
the Lord.

Imaginethelooks and the questions Abram may have had from his dear wifeand hisservants. What
are you doing out there Abram? But Abram iswaiting on God. Heis acting in obedience to God
and nothing and no one would deter him.

Thefowlsof theair, (probably vultures) come and try to peck and tear away at the sacrifices. Birds
of the air in this context speak of evil spirits and the attacks of Satan. Y ou can be sure that as you
wait upon God, Satan will try to discourage you and keep you from the blessing that God hasin store
for you. “ Submit thereforeunto God. Resist the devil and hewill fleefrom you.” (James4:7).

Abram illustrates for us that the believer must fight off Satan’s attacks that he wages against us.
Resist, refuse to allow God'’ s blessing to be stolen from you and wait patiently with the Lord.

Itisnot easy towatch with God, or towait for Him. Theorbit of Hisprovidenceisso vast.
Thestagesof Hisprogressaresowideapart. Heholdson Hisway through theages; wetire
in a few short hours. And when His dealings with us are perplexing and mysterious, the
heart that had boasted itsunwavering loyalty beginsto grow faint with misgivings, and to
question-When shall we be ableto trust absolutely, and not be afraid?

C. GOD'SPROPHECY UNTO ABRAM. Verses12-16.

1. CONCERNING THEIR CAPTIVITY IN EGYPT. Verses13-14.
God gives Abram aword concerning the 400 years that his heritage would spend in cruel bondage
under taskmastersin theland of Egypt. The Lord assures Abram though that their captorswould be
judged and they would be delivered. Such records in the Word of God give the Bible student great
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confidence in its trustworthiness.

2. CONCERNING HISOWN DEATH.
A word of encouragement to Abram, he had no need to fear hisenemies. Hewould livealong life
and “beburied in a good old age.” (Genesis 15:15b).

3. CONCERNING THE SEED’SRETURN. Verses 16; 18.

The promise that He will bring them back to theland. Look at this promise. God promised that all
the land between the Nile and Euphrates rivers belonged to the Seed of Abram. Who isthat seed?
Israel. Thispromiseisyet to be completely fulfilled. It was nearly fulfilled in the reign of Solomon
but never to itscompletion. Beassured, asGodistrueto Hisword, it will be carried out. God keeps
His promises to their complete fulfillment. The efforts of the Arab world coupled with the United
Nations will not prevail. Believers must enter in and pray for God’s shielding and reward to be
brought to pass for the seed of Abraham.

All this carried out with an:
D. UNCONDITIONAL PLEDGE TO ABRAM.

1. ABRAM ISPUT ASIDE. Versel/.
Usually both parties would take part in the pledge and walk between the animal parts together
signifying the covenant to each other.

2. GOD PLEDGESONHIMSELF. Verse18.
God makes it clear that He was guaranteeing the conditions of this covenant in Himself. Abram
would simply betherecipient of all its benefits. Thefulfillment of the pledge did not rest upon him,
but upon God.

In our redemption from sin, we are set aside and God accomplishesit all. Jesus Christ stepped in
and took our placeand gave Himself asthe sacrificethat sealed the New Covenantin Hisblood. We
simply believeand by God’ sgrace through faith the believer becomestherecipient of God’ sreward.

[1l. THE BELIEVING OF THE PROMISE. Verse®6.
Abram believed the promises of God. He believed that God would raise up a great multitude
through him.

A. THETIME THAT ABRAM BELIEVED.
When did Abram believe? After this demonstration concerning the promise or before? Before.
Abram believed what God told him. He believed that God would multiply him as the stars of
heaven.

B. THE TRUTH THAT ABRAM BELIEVED. Romans4:1-5.

Romans 4:1-5
“What shall we say then that Abraham our father, aspertaining to theflesh, hath found?
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For if Abraham wer ejustified by works, he hath wher eof to glory; but not before God. For
what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for
righteousness. Now to him that worketh isthereward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.
But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, hisfaith is
counted for righteousness.”

1. ABRAM HAD NOTHING TO BOAST IN. Romans4:2.
Abram’ s salvation rested upon what God did. Abram'’ sresponsibility was but to believe. Hisfaith
rested in God and God accounted it to him for righteousness. No works, no accomplishments of the
flesh- smply believe.

2. ABRAM BELIEVED. Vs. 3.
Abram believed God. God'’s program for man is not a complicated one.

C. THETRUTH THAT WE BELIEVE. Verses 20-25.

Today all of uswho believe God’ spromiseto save* by gracethrough faith,” will receivethat same
accounting from God.

Ephesians 2:8-9
“For by grace areye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it isthe gift of God:
Not of works, lest any man should boast.”

What do you haveto do to be saved? Simply believe! All those who trust God' sword to them and
place their faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord will be saved.
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ABRAHAM: FRIEND OF GOD AND FATHER OF FAITH
CHAPTER 6 - THE BREAKDOWN IN ABRAM’SHOME
GENESIS 16

Thistime we get to know Sarai alittle better, unfortunately we don’t get to see her in avery good
light from what we read here in Genesis. So let’s ook at this lady from God's perspective. Be
mindful that Chapter 16 of Genesis she has yet reached this point in her spiritual life.

Hebrews11:11
“Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of
a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised.”

It isinteresting that God often sees things and people alot differently than we do. At any rate, we
find in Genesis 16 thefirst biblical record of domestic strife within the home. Thisisahard story
to report about one of your heros, but | thank God that He is honest about His children’sfailures as
well astheir victories.

We would like to believe that when the Lord saves us that the problems with the old man and his
ways are over. But the truth iswe, and as we see in this chapter, Abram had trouble with self and
with rationalizing situations in spite of the promises of God concerning those situations.

|. THE STRIFE WITHIN ABRAM’'SHOME. Verses1-4.

Sarai despaired over her barrenness. We can assume that Abram has shared the amazing promises
that God had made to him concerning blessing him with a great posterity. This dear lady was
depressed over the fact that she had not been able to give Abram a single child.

A. SARAI’SPROTEST. Verses1-2a.

1. THE WIFE ISBARREN.
Sarawas about seventy years old at thistime. So humanly speaking she was convinced that it was
not very likely that she would have a child. Sheis dealing the heartache of unfulfilled dreams of
motherhood.

2. THE PRESENCE OF HAGAR.
Hagar is the other woman in this odd triangle of relationships. Sheisintroduced to usin the first
verse. Shewasprobably acquired or givento Abram during hisstay in Egypt. Remember that Egypt
isapicture and type of the world, including all of its temptations and snares for the child of God.

Please consider this biblical principle; when God' s people return to the world they will more than
likely get involved in things they ought not, and even when they get right and get back out of the
world and return to the Lord they will carry things with them that they would be better off without.

Remember that while Abram wasin Egypt he found himself caught up in alife that brought shame
to himself and put hiswifein avery bad situation. Now, even though he left Egypt years ago, heis
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still carrying baggage in hislife that he picked up there.

3. THE ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF GOD’SRESTRAINT.
As Sarai airs her complaint to Abram she acknowledges that it is the Lord that has kept her from
having a baby, “Behold now, the LORD hath restrained me from bearing.” (Genesis 16:2a).
And yet she proceedsto reveal to her husband her schemeto circumvent the will and timing of God
to get her will accomplished.

TheLord says® not my will but thy will bedone.” (Luke 22:42). Sarai says, “Not Thy will but my
will be done.”

B. SARAI'SPLAN. Verses2b-3.
The plan was very simple. Abram would take Hagar as a secondary wife and have a child by her.
Since Hagar is Sarai’s maid, the child will actually belong to her.

It was a customary practice of Canaan, the land in which Abram lived, that a child born through a
secondary wife could legally be made Sarai’s. Abram desperately wanted achild and in hisflesh it
was not hard for him to succumb to thisidea.

Sarai had come to him with this option; it was her idea. And after all, the Lord never said Sarai
would have to be the mother of the promised seed just that Abram would be the father. It ismuch
easier to err from God’s word when others are on the same path.

C. ABRAM'SPLIANCY. Verse4a.
We have no record here of Abram protesting that this plan was contrary to the will of God. Rather,
he submitted to hiswife' s scheme. Herationalized away all of the problems that were present with
this fleshly action.

Abram consented to use the methods of the world to accomplish God swork. Remember, thiswas
an acceptable practice to thelost world around him. But, God' s people are called to live abovethe
world’ sstandardsand theworld sreasoning. Theworldisall for, “theend justifiesthemeans.” But
the believer isto have amuch different rulefor hislife. If theglory of God isthe ultimate end of all
the believer doesthen it should not be “the end justifies the means’ but rather, “the end determines
the means.”

We might be quick to say, “shame on Abram, why didn’t he just wait.”

Spiritual Lesson: Unfortunately, what Abram did is quite common in our day. Take heed to the
warning of John Phillips:

We see a similar kind of thing done all thetime. A church or a child of God is barren.
Thereis seemingly no blessing, no fruit. Instead of waiting for God, Hagar isbrought in,
some wor ldly expedient isadopted. It getsresults of course - but of thewrong kind. ™
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The temptation is very real. Our labor for God does not seem to be blessed. Souls are not being
saved and God'’ s promises seem so unreachable. We would like to see something happening. So
webringinaHagar. A worldly option isadopted, and sure enough “results’ are achieved, but they
are not of God. Asaresult, they create far more problems than they solve.

II.  FRUIT OF SARAI'SPLAN. Verses4b-6.

A. HAGAR'SPRIDE. Verse4b.
Once Hagar conceived sheis suddenly the host of the camp. No doubt, Abram is overjoyed that he
isfinally going to be afather. Now Hagar beginstreating Sarai with contempt. “Look, | have done
for Abram what Sarai could not do. Now | will be the favorite.” Well, she greatly miscalculated.
How our sin can haunt us!

B. SARAI’'SBITTER HEART. Verses5-6.
1. SARAI’SBLAMING OF ABRAM. Verse5.

a. SHIFTING OF THE BLAME. Verseba.
Some things are constants in human nature. We always want to blame someone else for our sin.
Saral puts the blame on Abram.

b. ABRAM’'SRESPONSIBILITY.
Who ultimately is responsible for this mess? Abram is. He was responsible to lead his home in
righteousness. It was his duty to do right regardless of what his wife suggested.

2. ABRAM’S APPEASING OF SARAI. Verse6a.
Abram wants peacein hishome. And heisnot willing to deal with his own mess so heinvites his
wife to do whatever she desires with her slave. And so she does.

3. HAGAR'SFLEEING FROM SARAI. Verse6b.
Hagar’s name means “flight” and we find her taking off. These three people arein area mess.

1. THE SAD RESULTS OF SINFUL BEHAVIOR IN ABRAM'SHOME.

A. ABRAM LOSESCONTROL OF HISHOME.
Abram behavesshamefully here. Heknew better. Heknew God’ spromise, and had been previously
satisfied to wait on the Lord. Now he succumbs to his wife's misdirected advice. To her credit,
Sarai had probably advised Abram wisely and helpfully many times in other areas in their years
together. But thisemotional and desperate plan should have beenimmediately rejected by the head
of the home, Abram.

Becareful of well-intentioned advice. (Deuter onomy 13:6-8) warnsthat it may take you away from
the Lord.
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“If thy brother, theson of thy mother, or thy son, or thy daughter, or thewife of thy bosom,
or thy friend, which isasthine own soul, entice thee secretly, saying, L et us go and serve
other gods, which thou hast not known, thou, nor thy fathers; Namely, of the gods of the
people which areround about you, nigh unto thee, or far off from thee, from the one end
of the earth even unto the other end of the earth; Thou shalt not consent unto him, nor
hearken unto him; neither shall thine eye pity him, neither shalt thou spare, neither shalt
thou conceal him.”

Abram was to be the physical as well as spiritual leader in his home. Remember Sarai’s was a
secondary faith. All she knew of the Lord was what Abram had taught her. The word of the Lord
did not cometo Sarai. It cameto Abram.

Abram could have nipped this whole thing in the bud, but he did not. Now heisreaping the results
of hissin.

B. SARAI LEAVESHER BIBLICAL ROLE ASWIFE.

1 Peter 3:6
“Even as Saraobeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughtersyeare, aslongasyedo
well, and are not afraid with any amazement.”

From what we read of Sarain the New Testament this whole scene seems out of character. Peter
holds her up to wives as an example of agodly submissive wife. Remember ladies, she called her
husband lord. For the normal husband that does have anicering to it.

But once this home started down this road away from the Lord we find Saral tangled in aweb of
emotions she can no longer control; bitterness and anger overwhelm her.

C. HAGARISEXPLOITED AND MISTREATED.

1. SHEISTAKEN ADVANTAGE OF.
Sheistreated like apiece of property. Worse yet she is used as breeding stock. She was to be the
first surrogate mother. And just as now it created a tangled mess of bitterness and jealousy.

2. SHE ISAFFLICTED BY HER MISTRESS.
Saral’s jealousy causes her to mistreat Hagar. The words, “dealt harshly” mean to humiliate,
afflict, and to mistreat. Sarai, venting her vengeance for Hagar’ s prideful spirit openly shamed her
before those she had briefly felt so superior to.

3. SHEISSHOWN A POOR TESTIMONY.
This Egyptian maid, a person from the world, is brought into the home of a believer and treated
shamefully. In aplace where she should have been treated with graciousness and kindness, sheis
done horribly.
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V. GOD’'SSOVEREIGN INTERVENTION IN ABRAM’'SHOME. Verses7-16.
Blessthe Lord for His mercy even to an Egyptian slave girl.

A. THELORD SAPPEARANCE TO HAGAR. Verses7-8.
It appears that Hagar intends to go hometo Egypt. Thisfountain in the way to Shur is on the border
of Egypt. Onethingfor sure, shewantsto get asfar asshe canfromthese“believers.” May theLord
ever remind us that our bad testimony can drive folks away from God.

Notice something very significant: the Lord did not appear to the believer, Abram, and tell him to
go get Hagar. Rather, He appearsto an unbeliever, to thislost and fearful slave girl. The Angel of
the Lord, goes to thistired, dejected, worn out, slave and meets her at awell.

B. THE LORD'SADDRESSTO HAGAR. Verses8-12.

1. HISQUESTION. Verse8b.
Werealizeof coursethat the Lord knowsexactly what hashappened to Haggar. For whatever reason
Hewantsto hear from her heart. But they are the age old questions: where have you comefrom and
where are you headed? A couple of thoughts come to mind:

1) Whatisyour lifeall about and whereisit taking you? Areyou going with the Lord?
2.) Yes, thingscan get very hard in life but running away is seldom the best answer.

2. HISINSTRUCTIONS. Verse9.
Return and submit. But, God also gives this mistreated young woman a promise.

3. HHISPROPHECY CONCERNING THE CHILD.
A word of comfort.
a. GOD CALMED HER FEARS.
b. GOD HEARD HER CRIES.
c. GOD SAW HER AFFLICTION.
What awonderful that even in the midst of this human tragedy; God isthere to minister to this dear
lady in agreat time of trial.

C. HAGAR'SCONFESSION OF THE LORD.

Genesis 16:13

“And she called the name of the LORD that spake unto her, Thou God seest me: for she
said, Have |l also herelooked after him that seeth me?”

Hagar makes an oral confession and responds with obedient repentance; she returned.

Believers, might welearn from the mistakes madein thishome. Our homeisto beaplaceruled and
controlled by the Lord and HisWord. Thethingsthat go on behind closed doors might not be known



33

to our neighbors but they are surely known unto the Lord.

1) Men,you areresponsiblefor the spiritual growth and welfare of your family.

Y ou areto be the spiritual leader in your home. Y ou are responsible to teach your family the word
of God and be God'’ s representative within your home. Y ou cannot passthat off to your wife or the
church.

2.) Wemust never supercedethewill of God by our will.
Our God desires our love and obedience to Him more than anything else. In fact our love for Him
will result in our obedience to Him.

Jesus said, “if you love me, keep my commandments.” (John 14:15)
Our overstepping God' s Word will always affect many others, possibly for along, long time.

We are in the midst of a war of terror with the descendants of Ishmael. Isragl, Abraham's
descendants through the promised seed have been threatened by the Arab peoples throughout their
history. We can never minimize the repercussions of our actions.

3.) Realize God does not need our help to accomplish His purposes.

Doing things God’' sway and within Histimetableisimportant. Abram thought he could help God's
program along and it didn’t work. Result, Abram spent the next 13 yearsin silence from God. No
word, no growth.



ABRAHAM: FRIEND OF GOD AND FATHER OF FAITH
CHAPTER 7 - GOD RENEWSHIS COVENANT
GENESIS 17

Humanly speaking, Abram had it made. He had all the wealth he could ever need. He had the
blessing of knowing the living God. He had the promise from God that he would be given a great
posterity. He wastold that agreat nation would come from him. He was also assured that he and
his posterity had the promise of ahomeland for ever. He had the Word of God on it. But, astime
passed, Abram allowed anxiety to get the best of him. Rather than wait for God to accomplish His
plan, Hisway; Abram took mattersinto his own hands and with hiswife' s encouragement, married
Hagar and produced Ishmael.

Asaresult of Abram presumptuously moving ahead of God, he experienced thirteen years of silence
from heaven, covering Genesis 16:16 through 17:1. No further word from God during thistime, no
growth in his relationship with God, nothing worth noting happens for thirteen years. What was
going on during thistime? What was going through Abram’s mind? He now enjoyed the company
of ason. Everything seemed just fine. But, he would soon learn otherwise.

Before we go on, might we ask the question that Abram should have asked himself, “arewein a
spiritual drought in our lives? Arewe in the proverbial wilderness, spiritually?’ If so, | pray we
might be hel ped through God'’ s dealing with Abram.

|. THE RENEWAL OF THE COVENANT. Genesis17:1-16.
Inthefirst 21 verses of thischapter God speaks of thiscovenant with Abram as, “my covenant” eight
times. Beloved, onceagain God isemphasizing that Heisthe author and guarantor of this covenant.

A. THE SILENCE ISBROKEN. Verses1-3.

1. GOD'SWORD TO ABRAM.
God once again talks to Abram as He did before. God isthe initiator in renewing fellowship with
Abram.

a. THE NAMES OF GOD.
We have three names for God used in the first three verses of chapter 17. JEHOVAH trandated
LORD, meaning the Existing One. This is the “I am” that met Moses at the burning bush and
delivered the Jews from the Egyptian bondage. Thisisalso Jesus (Jehovah's Salvation) of the New
Testament; the great “I AM” of the Gospel of John, the ever-existing God.

The second namewe have hereisEL -SHADDI A tranglated “ The Almighty God,” declaring God’s
all powerful, enabling and giving of Himself for His people.

Thethird nameisELOHIM, tranglated “ God,” which speaks of His ultimate and absolute nature.
It isthe plural name for God. We get the picture in this name that the entire Trinity isinvolved in
what is going to take place. It intimates to us that al three persons of the Godhead are part of



35

communicating these words to Abram.

b. THE WORD FROM GOD. “Walk before me, and be thou perfect.” (Genesis
17:1b)
Theideaisnot sinless perfection but spiritual completeness. Indeed the believer isnever sinless but
is completely complete in his Savior. Very simple instructions are given to Abram, but what an
enormous responsibility. Abramistold to live and walk before God in wholehearted sincerity.

2. ABRAM’SRESPONSE. Verse 3a.
Abram does not respond with single aword, he ssmply falls on hisface. Thirteen years of silence
had been broken and Abram simply prostrates himself in subjection before God. Not abad ideafor
anyone. “Oh Lord, help usto walk in complete submission and sincerity before Y ou.”

B. GOD’SWORD CONCERNING THE COVENANT SEED. Verses4-7.

1. ABRAM'SPLACE IN THE COVENANT.
God had chosen to create a people for Himself out of Abram. Abram was the recipient of God's
special attention and privilege. Along with that specia attention comes responsibility.

2. ABRAM'SNAME ISCHANGED.
No longer was his nameto be “Abram” or high father. It was now to be*“ Abraham,” which means
“father of a multitude.” That is very interesting since up to this point Abraham had one child,
Ishmael, and he was NOT the Lord's child of the promise. Fivetimesin thefirst six verses God
mentions His promise to make many nations of Abraham.

But looking at this from God’ s perspective, the Lord had not even begun to build this great nation
out of Abraham, yet it was as good as donein the mind and purposes of God Verse5 says, “ afather
of many nations havel madethee.” Emphasismine. The Hebrew grammar hasthisin the perfect
tense which describes a completed action. But, how can that be when it is yet future. When God
declaressomethingwill besoitisasif it isalready completed anditscertainty isasif it were already
accomplished.

3. GOD PROMISESTO BLESSABRAHAM'S SEED.

a. NATIONSAND KINGSWOULD COME FROM ABRAM. Vs. 6.
God isgoing to take this 99 year old man and bring out of him many nations and kings. And so God
did. Indeed, thiswasfulfilled in aliteral sense. Therewould be kings come from the twelve tribes
of Ishmael, and the twelve tribes of Isragl, and then there are also the sons that would come of
Abraham’ sthird wife Ketura, who he married after Sarah’ sdeath. But, supremetoit all istheKing
of kings, the Lion of the tribe of Judah that would one day come from Abraham.

b. THE COVENANT PROMISE TO ABRAHAM WASETERNAL. Verse7.
Jehovah, the eternal LORD, El Shaddai, “All Mighty,” Elohim, Triune God promises that the
duration of this covenant is perpetual, it will continue for ever.
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C. THEWORD CONCERNING THE COVENANT LAND. Verse8.
1. THE EXTENT OF THE PROMISE. “All theland of Canaan.” (Genesis 17:8a)

2. THE DURATION OF THE PROMISE. “For an everlasting possession.” (Genesis
17:8b).

Thereis no way of explaining thisaway. The Arabs deny it. The nations of the earth may ignore
it, but these promisesarecertain and eternal. John Phillipscomments: “Theland of | srael doesnot
belong to the Arabs, for all their clamor. It was not deeded to Ishmad, but to Isaac.” @™

D. THE WORD CONCERNING THE COVENANT MARK. Verses9-14.
This subject takes up a big section of this chapter.

1. THE MARK OF THE COVENANT. Verses9-10.
A knife was to be taken up against the flesh. All males eight days old and over were to be
circumcised. Thismark wasto be atoken of the covenant that God had established with Abraham.
They did not receive the blessings of the covenant because of the mark but circumcision wasto be
adistinguishing mark or sign that Abraham and his seed were the covenant people of God.

2. THEIMPLICATIONSOF THE MARK. Verses 11-14.

a. ITINVOLVED THE SEED.
All of Abraham’s posterity plus al who came under his care were to receive the mark.

b. IT CONCERNED A TOKEN. Verse11.
The mark was to be a sign of the covenant that God was establishing with Abraham.

c. IT CONCERNED OBEDIENCE. Verse 14.
The Bible makes clear that God desires obedience from those who have placed their trust in His
promises. But God does not want simple outward obedience. His desireis that the child of God
obey Him from their heart.

Romans 2:29
“But heisaJew, which isnoneinwardly; and circumcision isthat of theheart, in the spirit,
and not in the letter; whose praiseisnot of men, but of God.”

God desires the believer’ s obedience not simply out of conformity to the letter of the law but from
the heart. Summed up in the old saying | have heard much lately, “The Lord desires us to do right
with the right heart attitude.”

Colossians 2:10-12
" And yearecompletein him, which isthehead of all principality and power: In whom also
yearecircumcised with thecircumcision madewithout hands, in putting off thebody of the
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sinsof theflesh by thecircumcision of Christ: Buried with him in baptism, wherein alsoye
arerisen with him through thefaith of the oper ation of God, who hath raised him from the
dead.”

Where circumcision was the Old Testament physical mark of the believer, baptism is the New
Testament spiritual mark of the one who has been made complete, perfect in Christ. Baptismisthe
obedient expression of the operation of God to give the believer a circumcised heart. Baptism no
more saves the New Testament believer than circumcision saved Abraham. “ Abraham believed
God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness.” (Romans 4:3) The believer is saved by
grace “through faith; and that not of yourselves: it isthe gift of God.” (Ephesians 2:8)

E. THE WORD CONCERNING SARAI AND THE COVENANT PROMISE. Verses15-
16.
This promise aso involved Sarai. Which is where Abraham had missed it 13 years earlier. God
would fulfill His promise to Abraham through his true wife, Sarai, Not Hagar.

1. THE WORD CONCERNING SARAI'SNAME. Verse 15.
Abraham’s wife would no longer be called “Sarai” now she would be known as “Sarah,” “a
princess.” What is the difference? Sarah was to be considered a noble princess, a princess from
whom kings would come.

2. THE WORD CONCERNING SARAH’SBARRENNESS. Verse 16.
The promise was once again reiterated. Sarah would bare Abraham a son. This ninety year old
woman would be the mother of nations.

It has now been twenty-four years since Abraham left Haran. The promise has not changed, rather
it hasbeen reinforced and clarified timeand again. Sarah would bare Abraham ason at thistimethe
next year according to verse 21.

II. THE RECEPTION OF THE COVENANT. Verses17-18.

A. ABRAHAM’'SHOLY LAUGHTER. Verse17.
There are different kinds of laughter. Abraham’slaughter is not the laughter of unbelief. Itisthe
expression of the overwhelming joy that comesfrom the heart that i s sweetened by the Word of God
through the Spirit of God. Thisisthe rejoicing laughter of faith.

B. ABRAHAM'S HEARTFELT LONGING. “Oh that Ishmael might live before thee.”
(Genesis 17:18)
Abraham’ sthoughts go to Ishmael. He had poured hislifeinto theyoung lad. For thirteen yearshe
had tried to convince himself that Ishmael was the promised seed. But, God does not, and will not
accept the works of our flesh to accomplish His plans. Thisis nothing new, it is the tendency of
human flesh to produce Ishmaels rather than depend on God to accomplish His work His way.

Christiansand churches are begging God to blesstheir programs and their man made, flesh centered
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methods and plans. And God will have nothing to do with it. Hewill not own such things. It may
appear that God is blessing the worldly plans and fleshly methods of many churches. But, flesh, no
matter how much you clean it up; no matter how you dress it up; is still nothing more than flesh.
Remember, God told Abraham, “walk before me, and be thou perfect.” (Genesis17:1) That is
all that God requires of His children. He requires that they submit to Him and obey His word with
all of the heart.

1. THE REWARD OF THE COVENANT. Verses19-22.
A. THE PROMISED SEED SHALL COME THROUGH SARAH.

1. THE PROMISE OF ISAAC. Verses19, 21-22.
It is not accident that the name Isaac means “laughter.” Thereistruejoy in God sblessing. Itisas
though God is saying, “Abraham, | will give you true joy through my promised seed to you.”

2. THE INHERITANCE OF ISAAC. Verse 19b.
The covenant would be passed on through Isaac. He would receive the promise of the seed and the
promise of theland. God makesthis promiseto an unborn and yet futurechild. He even nameshim
for Abraham.

B. APROVISION ISMADE FOR ISHMAEL. Verse20.
God respondsto Abraham'’ sintercession for Ishmael. The LORD isaGod of abundant and amazing
mercy to His children and that even when they have not been faithful to HisWord He blesses them.

1. THE PROMISE OF A SEED FOR ISHMAEL Verse 20a.
God promises fruitfulness for Ishmael and that he would become a great nation as well.

2. THERE ISNO PROMISE OF LAND FOR ISHMAEL.
God would bless Ishmael for Abraham’ s sake but note must be taken of the obvious omission of a
promise concerningalandfor Ishmagel’ sdescendants, the Arabs. Abrahamwaspromised al theland
of Canaan in verse 8 but that promise would to proceed to Isaac.

The Palestinian peopl e have no legitimate claim to Canaan. Their desirefor aPalestinian homeland
isaSatanic plot to drive Isragl into the Mediterranean Sea. To avery great extent their purposein
turning world sentiment for them and against Isragl has been extremely successful. God will fulfill
His promise to Abraham as He ordained it in spite of the Arabs, and in spite of all thosewho arein
league with them to destroy Isradl.

V. ABRAHAM'S RESPONSE TO THE COVENANT. Verses 23-27.

A. ABRAHAM OBEYED GOD. Verse23.
Obedience to the revelation of the Lord is what God expects from us. If you are lost, Hisword to
you is, “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and be saved.” (Acts 16:31). If you are saved it is,
“walk before me and bethou perfect.” (Genesis17:1).
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B. ABRAHAM OBEYED IMMEDIATELY. Verses23 & 26.
The sameday Abraham received thisword from God he obeyed. Delayed obedienceisnothing more
than disobedience until the believer moves according to the command of God.

C. ABRAHAM OBEYED COMPLETELY. Verse?27.
Abraham did exactly what the Lord told him to do. Every male in the camp eight days old and up
was circumcised.

D. ABRAHAM OBEYED BY EXAMPLE. Verses 24-26.
The believer here sets the example for those around him. He led the way for the camp.

Brothers and sistersin Christ: there may be times when we side step the Lord and His Word in our
lives. But, when God in His mercy dealswith you about it, do not hesitate to respond. Do not hold
back from Him; fall on your face before Him, repent and “ walk befor e him, and bethou perfect.”
(Genesis 17:1). If you do err from the will and word of God, it may be along time before he sees
fit to break the silence and deal with you again.

Praise the Lord for thewords of: “ if we confess our sins, heisfaithful and just to forgive usour
sins, and to cleanse usfrom all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9) That is apromise from God.

Believer, trust God completely; He promises you His direction for your life.
Proverbs 3:5-6

“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In
all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”
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ABRAHAM - FRIEND OF GOD AND FATHER OF FAITH
CHAPTER 8 - ABRAHAM'S SURPRISE VISITORS
GENESIS 18:1-15

We come to Abraham at avery peaceful, and relaxed time. It isthe middle of theday. Thesunis
highinthesky. Everyoneinthe camp hasfound aplaceto relax and escape the midday heat. It was
the Middle-Eastern “ Siestatime.” But something happensto break up the relaxed scene, out of no
where some visitors arrive in the camp.

I. THE SUDDEN APPEARANCE OF THE LORD. Verses1-5.

A. THE SURPRISE GUESTSAT ABRAHAM’'SCAMP. Verses1-3.
There is no question as to whom the primary visitor is. Verse one makes it very clear. Itisthe
LORD. Thisisapre-incarnate appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ.

1. THE VISITOR’SSUDDEN ARRIVAL AT ABRAM’'SCAMP.
Three men suddenly appear out of the wilderness.

2. THEVISIT FROM OUT OF NOWHERE.
Thiswasavery unusual timefor anyoneto betraveling. It wasnot normal for anyoneto betraveling
in the heat of the day, especially walking. They probably appeared at the edge of Abraham’s
encampment directly from heaven. These men received Abraham’simmediate interest.

3. THEHOST AND HISHOSPITALITY.
Abraham jumps up and runs out to the men. | do not think thiswasthe normal reaction for thisone
hundred-year old man. It isdoubtful that he did this every time someone approached the camp. As
Abraham looks at these three, something seemsto make him realize that these were no normal men,
but that he had visitors from heaven in the camp. Note that he “bowed himsef toward the
ground.”

He confesses: “my Lord, if now | have found favor in thy sight, pass not away, | pray thee,
from thy servant.” (Genesis 18:3).

Abraham seeksthe privilege of serving the Lord, “if | have found favor (or acceptance) in thy sight
allow me to be your servant.” (Paraphrase is the author’ s invention)

B. THE KIND GESTURES OF ABRAHAM'SHOSPITALITY. Verses4-8.

To some extent these are the actions of agood oriental host. He provideswater to refresh, cool and
wash their feet. But there seems to be some extra attention and care given by Abraham to these
guests. What a pleasant sceneis developing here. We can imagine the picturein our mind’s eye.

The three visitors are led to the shade of atree and water is brought to them to wash the dust from
their feet cooling and refreshing them. As the guests make themselves comfortable in the shade,
Abraham goes on to offer the blessings of his home to them and desiresto provide them some food
to sustain them on their journey. He receives permission from the leader to serve them: “ so do, as
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thou hast said.” (Genesis 18:5b)

1. ABRAHAM'SEXCITEMENT.
Themood of these versestellsusthat Abraham isvery excited, ailmost giddy. Hehurriesto thetent,
he runs to the herd, and personally hurries the preparations along.

| can imagine how one of uswould react if the Lord Jesus suddenly appeared at our door. | would
hope that excitement would fill the entire household. Abraham isobviously honored that the Lord
has seen fit to bless him in this way.

There is an interesting thought to consider at this point. Abraham is quick to entertain these
strangersand by that heisblessed to havethe Lord grant His presenceat hishome. It ispossiblethat
we could miss out on such blessings for ourselves and our homes. It is very important that we be
sensitive to the leadership of the Lord. F. B. Meyer makes a very good application:

May it not bethat Christ comesto usoften in theguise of astranger? - But wearetoo busy,
or tootired, or too much afraid of making a mistake; and therefore, we either refuse Him
altogether, or wetreat Him so badly that He passes unobserved away, to carry to someone
elsetheblessing which Hewould haveleft with ushad we only shown our selveswor thy. ¢

2. ABRAHAM’SPROVISION.
a. THE PREPARATIONS. Verses5-7. “1 will fetch bread” (Genesis 18:5a).
The bread that had been baked that morning was not good enough, there must be fresh for the Lord.
Please remember it is now the heat of the day. He informs Sarah that he wants her to take “ three
measur esof fineflour” and prepare cakes upon the hearth. Theamount that Abraham isasking for
is about three times as much bread as three average men would eat in an entire day. He desiresto
take very good care of his guests.

The main course was to be veal cutlets, from the herd, which Abraham has one of his young men
dressout. Milk to drink and butter for the fresh bread is provided. It sounds like afine med.

b. THE PARTICIPATION. Verseeight.

Thissituation could be likened to the husband that callsfrom work and saysto hiswife, “honey I'm
bringing the bosshomefor dinner. And by theway, wewill bethereinthirty minutes.” That would
normally produce some hysteria in the average household. But we do not find that here. No,
Abraham entersin and helps with the preparations. He does not just give orders from the shade of
thetree. Not at al, rather because of his willingness to participate, the household respondsto the
emergency in full cooperation. That is a very important lesson to the Christian husband. Do not
expect anything more from your household than you are willing to do yourself.

That goesfor the physical but also for spiritual things. Generally, our childrenwill only grow inthe
Lord asfar aswetakethem. It isarareyoung personthat will out grow hisparent’sexample. What
example are we giving our children and grandchildren concerning the priority we give to the things
of God?
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3. ABRAHAM'SATTITUDE. “And hestood by them under thetree.” (Genesis18:8b).
Abraham servesthe guests himself. He does not sit while his servantstake care of thevisitors. He
caresfor them himself. Thisspeaksto Abraham’srecognition of the dignity of hisguests. Asthey
eat, he stands by to get anything they might need. Heisthereto refill their cups or get them more
meat.

A totally secondary thought comesto mind. It has been said by somein our politically correct era
that Jesus never ate meat. They are attempting to support the “vegans’ or vegetarian fad. Well, we
find here that the Lord sets down to a nice meal of beef fresh from the heard.

But of far greater importance, we find that Abraham isgrowinginthe Lord. We seehisdesireisto
servethe Lord, he is not content to sit by while others do the work.

We are of course always very thankful for those who faithfully labor for the Lord through the local
church. But, there are many Christians that are just along for the ride.

a) That appliesto our families.
b.) That appliesto our churches.

Some do all they can to avoid commitment. What would the Lord think if He were present in the
ongoing work of the church? Oh, that’ sright, Heispresent! There are many that have been hurt in
Christian service. “Jointheclub.” Most al at sometime or another have been treated |essthan what
we thought was right. | do not mean to be crude but, “so what?” We need to get over ourselves.

We need to remember the sufferings and mistreatment of our Lord Jesus Christ. We have to get
beyond the past and remember that we arein God' swork for the honor and glory of our Savior not
our own. We must chooseto serve our wonderful Lord and keep our eyesfixed upon Him. Wewill
answer to Him one day in the end.

C. THELORD SWORDSCONCERNING ABRAHAM'SWIFE. Verses9-15.

1. THE LORD’SQUESTION ABOUT SARAH. “Whereis Sarah thy wife?” (Genesis
18:9).
| do not think the Lord needed to be told where Sarah was. This was His way of turning the
conversation to the subject for which Hecame. Thereisno question that at the mention of her name,
the Lord got Sarah’ s attention.

Abraham tellsthe Lord, “sheisin thetent.” Actually, (reading between the lines here) it seems
Sarah was pressed up against the tent wall trying to hear every word that was being said. She was
probably trying to figure out who this man was that Abraham is making such afuss over.

2. THE LORD’'SPROMISE CONCERNING SARA. Verse 10.
Saraisgoing to haveason. Now thiswas not big newsto Abraham, (Genesis 17:21) but evidently
he had not let his 90-year old wife know what the Lord had in store for her.
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3. THE SMIRKING OF SARAH CONCERNING THE LORD’SWORDS. Verses 11-
12.
Sarah about comesthrough the side of thetent when she hearsthis. Sherealizesthat thisishumanly
impossible. Sheknows she hasalready gonethrough thechangeof life. Verse11tellsus® It ceased
to bewith Sarah after the manner of women.” As she considersthe words of this strange man,
she silently laughs at the possibility of having a child.

4. THE LORD’'SINTERROGATION OF SARAH. Verses13-14.
The Lord is well aware that Sarah hears al that is being said so this conversation is for Sara’'s
benefit.

a. WHY DID SARAH SCORN? Verse13.
Thisisthe sameword in the Hebrew that we had in Chapter 17 when Abraham laughed for joy with
the promise of Isaac. And it isthe same word for laughter that is used in Chapter 21 when Sara
laughs for joy at the birth of Isaac. But inthiscaseit isthe laughter of scorn and unbelief. When
we hear someone laugh it is not hard to figure out the motive of their laughter. And it is certainly
no problem for the Lord to discern the spirit of Sarah’s laugh.

This question is directed to Abraham, “wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall | of a surety
bear a child, which am old?'” (Genesis 18:13).

The LORD, Jehovah holds this husband accountable for hiswife. Permit me to paraphrase, “what
isthis, Abraham, why have you not prepared Sarah for this? Why is she surprised, why does she
doubt? Why have you not been teaching your family My Word?” Y es, even the best believers can
fail in the most fundamental responsibilities. The Lord had earlier in chapter 17:19 given Abraham
the assurance that hiswife, Sarah, would have a son and even given him hisname. But, evidently,
Abraham had not been informing his wife of God' s intentions.

b. WHY DOES SARAH DOUBT? Verse13b.
Again, paraphrased, “ 1, the Lord, have given you my word on this, why do you doubt?” Wesay, “Oh
my, isn’t it terrible that Sarah doubted the Lord?” But how many of us are doubting the Word of
God in our lives?

(1) MAYBE YOU DOUBT YOUR SALVATION.
Has God not promised to save all those who call upon His name in repentance from sin and faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ? Our salvation is amatter of trusting that God will do what he says He will
do. Theintegrity of God guaranteesthat Hiswordiscertain and trustworthy. “ For whosoever shall
call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Romans 10:13).

(29 MAYBE YOU DOUBT THAT GOD HEARS YOUR PRAYERS.
Y et God has promised to hear the prayer of the righteous. Our faith is often faulty. What are we
basing our faith on, God or ourselves?

1 Peter 3:12
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“For theeyesof the Lord areover therighteous, and hisearsareopen unto their prayers

(3) MAYBE YOU DOUBT THAT GOD ISABLE TO TAKE CARE OF YOU.
Y et God says clearly in His inspired word to us:

Philippians 4:19
“But my God shall supply all your need according to hisrichesin glory by Christ Jesus.”

(49 MAYBE AS A CHURCH WE DOUBT THAT GOD IS ABLE TO DO
GREAT THINGS FOR US.
Yet God has said, “1 will build my church and the gates of Hell will not prevail against it.”
(Matthew 16:18).

c. ISGOD NOT ABLE TO DO WHAT HE SAYS?
Brothers and Sisters, the question to Sarah and to all of usis, “isanything too hard for the LORD?”
There is nothing (other than sin) that God is not able to do.

Jeremiah 32:17
“Ah Lord God! behold, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by thy great power and
stretched out arm, and thereisnothing too hard for Thee.”

To make things absolutely clear, the Lord repeats what He intends to do, in spite of the human
obstacles. “And Sarah shall have a son.” (Genesis 18:14b).

5. THE DENIAL OF SARAH. Verse15a.
Out of fear Sarah redlizes she blew it and now triesto deny what she had thought and said within her
heart. Denial isacommon defense mechanism to try to escape sin’s guilt in our life. Surely, we
have all seen thisin our children. “I didn’t doit.” But we are often also guilty of this, asthe Lord
puts His finger on something in our lives through the reading or the preaching of the Word of God
we seek to rationalize, “that is not my sin, | don’t have a problem with that.” “1 didn’t do that.”

6. THE FIRM CONVINCING OF THE LORD. “Nay; but thou didst laugh.” (Genesis
18:15b).
Period, end of the subject. Nothing moreis said, and Sara holds her peace beforethe Lord. There
will cometheday that wewill all stand before the Lord God and hold our tongues. Believers, wewill
stand before Him and account for what we have done with our livesfor (or not for) Him. Therewill
be a reckoning concerning our rewards or in many cases the loss of rewards we could have had.

Thelost will stand before him in judgment for sin. With the question before them, “what did you
do with my Son? Why did you not receive Him as the payment for your sin?” And the denial will
come, “Me! I'm not asinner.” God will say “Nay; but thou hast sinned.” And that will bethe end
of it, and the beginning of an eternity under wrath in hell’ s judgment.
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What does the Bible say about the unbeliever?“ For all have sinned and come short of the Glory
of God.” (Romans 3:23). We have all broken the commands of God and are guilty before Him
without excuse or exception. TheBibletellsus, “ BelieveontheL ord JesusChrist,” (Acts16:31).
Receive His mercy.

Note: Theway the Lord handlesthis, thereis afirm but gentle control of the whole situation. This
episode changed Sarah’s life. 1t may well be that she was saved at this very time.

Hebrews 11:11
“Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of
a child when she was past age, because she judged Him faithful who had promised.”

Thisis God' s testimony concerning this lady! She must have, just like Abraham, believed. We
serve atremendous God. Heisa God who knows His children personally and intimately. A God
who comesand visitsthem, and fellowshipswith them. HeisaGod who accomplishesHispromises
to them. Cast away all your doubts. Believe that Heis able to do as He promises.
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ABRAHAM - FRIEND OF GOD AND FATHER OF FAITH
CHAPTER 9- ABRAHAM THE INTERCESSOR
GENESIS 18:16-33

We continue looking at this unusual visit that the Lord, Jehovah made to Abraham. He came to
Abraham to talk to him about His promise to him concerning hisfamily, and now Heisleaving for
afar more sobering task. Heisgoing to share with Abraham what Heisintending to do about avery
serious situation in Sodom and Gomorrah.

This passageis atremendous testimony concerning the power and impact of one man’ sintercessory
prayer on the actions of God. We have just seen how God dealt with Sarain her sin. He confronted
her with it and she repented and believed in the promise of God to her. We know that because of
God' s testimony concerning her in Hebrews 11.

Hebrews11:11
“Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of
a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised.”

Now wewitnesstheinfluencethat one solitary man can havewith God. Thisisthekind of influence
that only afriend can have upon hisfriend. Abraham had such arelationship with God.

James 2:23
" And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it wasimputed
unto Him for righteousness. and he was called the Friend of God.”

|. THE REVELATION OF THE LORD. Verses16-22.
Remember that Abraham has just provided a beautiful meal for the Lord and the two angels.

A. THELORD LOOKSTOWARD SODOM. Verse16.
Dinner isnow over and the three men stand and turn their gaze toward Sodom. Asthey ook toward
Sodom the reality of the businessthat lies ahead returns. The three begin to walk toward the plain
of Jordan and Abraham walks with them to see them on their way.

B. THE LORD'SREVELATION TO ABRAHAM. Verses17-22.
At some point as they walk the Lord again speaks with His friend, Abraham. The plain of Mamre
isahigh plateau and as you draw near to where you would go down to the plain of Jordan thereis
aravine that gives aview over the dead sea and the ancient location of the cities of the plain. Isit
not possible that as the Lord reachesthis place and takesin the view of the cities below He decides
to reveal what He purposes to do to His friend, Abraham?

We see in these verses the distinct contrast in the relationship of the believer with his Lord and the
lost sinner with the Lord.

1. THE BELIEVER’'SRELATIONSHIP TO THE LORD. Verses17-19.
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a. ITISARELATIONSHIP OF OPENNESS. Verse 17.
As they reach the point in the path that would lead down to Sodom the Lord makes this gripping
statement. “Shall | hide from Abraham what | am about to do?” (Genesis 18:17). The Lord
knew the future that was represented in Abraham. Inlessthan ayear Isaac would be born, thenin
the future Jacob and the twelve patriarchs of Israel. He saw the kings that would come from
Abraham. He also saw how He would one day in the future take upon Himself a flesh and blood
body and enter the human race through the lineage of this man, His friend, Abraham.

What amazing potential relationship God’s children have with Him. God will reveal Himself to
those who are saved and walk in fellowship with Him. Lost people do not have that privilege.

b. ITISARELATIONSHIP OF BLESSING. Verse18.
All that would be accomplished in Abraham’slife and in his children’ swould be by the blessing of
God. Therewould be great achievements, amazing exploits, his seed would become agreat nation,
but most importantly al the nations of the earth would be blessed in Abraham.

The believer livesalife of blessing that the lost world cannot understand unless the Christian lives
it to the fullest before them and testifies to them of it. May the Lord, help us to do His abundant
blessing to usjustice?

c. ITISARELATIONSHIP OF OBEDIENCE. “Hewill command his children ..
. and they shall keep the way of the LORD.” (Genesis 18:19)

The Lord knew that Abraham would obey and teach Hisfamily “theway of teLORD.” Abraham
had learned earlier that He was responsible for teaching his wife what God had taught him. The
believer’' s obedience to the Word of His God is histestimony that he loves God. “ Hethat hath my
commandment, and keepeth them, heit isthat loveth me.” (John 14:21).

Do you lovethe Lord? Y ou can prove your love for Him to the entire world by obeying Hisword.

2. THE SINNER’SRELATIONSHIP TO THE LORD. Verses20-22a.
God' s relationship to the lost is not as Friend nor as Savior, but as judge.

a. ITISSORROWFUL. Verse20a. “Their cry isgreat.”
Thisisnot acry for mercy, nor isit acry for salvationfromsin. Norisitthecry of joy. Itisthecry
of the wicked in their unrestrained pursuit of sin.

b. ITISSINFUL. Verse20b. “Ther sinisgrievous’
Do we understand that our sin grieves God? Do weredizethat sin repulses our God? Oh that God
would give us eyes to be able to see sin in the same way that He sees sin.

Cc. ITISSECRET. Verse?21.
Man tries to hide his sin, but it is afoolish and wasted effort. What will we hide from the Lord?
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Sodom’s exampleto usis - asthe Bible says,

Numbers 32:23
“But if yewill not do so, behold, yehavesinned against theL ORD: and besureyour sin will
find you out.”

d. IT ISSERIOUS. Verse22a.
We sense the sober, serious tenor of these verses. God takes no pleasure in pouring out His
judgment upon the wicked.

Ezekiel 33:11

“Say unto them, As | live, saith the Lord GOD, | have no pleasure in the death of the
wicked; but that the wicked turn from hisway and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil
ways; for why will ye die, O house of | srael?”

But be assured, Heisajust God, and Hewill doright. All sinnerswho refuseto turn from their sin
to Jesus Christ will receive the reward of their sin. “1t is appointed unto man, once to die, but
after thisthe judgement.” (Hebrews 9:27).

[I. ABRAHAM INTERCEDESTO THE LORD. Verses22b-33.
We seethen at this point the angels turn to go toward Sodom, but in adramatic step Abraham steps
in between Sodom and God.

A. ABRAHAM’S INTERVENTION. “But Abraham stood yet before the LORD.”
(Genesis 18:22b).
Abraham steps into the gap. He becomes an intermediary between God and man. He will seek to
intercedefor the cities of the plain not becausethey did not deserve thewrath of God but onthe basis
of the integrity of God to do as He promises.

B. ABRAHAM’SINTERCESSION. Verses23-26.

1. ABRAHAM’SPOSITION. “And Abraham drew near ..."” (Genesis 18:23a)
Thank the God of glory for those who have such arelationship with Him that they can draw near to
Him. Abraham had the awesome privilege to draw near to the Lord on behalf of others. The book
of Hebrews speaks of those who can draw near with atrue heart of assurance.

Hebrews 10:19-22

"Having therefore, brethren, boldnessto enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, By a
new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the vell, that isto say, his
flesh; And having an high priest over thehouseof God; L et usdraw near with atrueheart
in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our
bodies washed with purewater.”

Thechild of God hasagreat privilegeto “draw near” and intercedefor others. It isadreadful shame
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and it saddens our God when there is no one to intercede for sinners.

Ezekiel 22:30
“And | sought for aman amongthem, that should make up thehedge, and stand in thegap
before mefor theland, that | should not destroy it: but | found none.”

2. ABRAHAM’SPLEA. Verses23-26.
Abraham haslearned some things about his God. He has cometo know the tender mercies of God.
He has experienced God's longsuffering and he approaches the Lord on the basis of His
righteousness.

a. WOULD GOD DESTROY THE RIGHTEOUSWITH THE WICKED? Verses
23-24.
Abraham’ sthoughtsgo to Lot and hisfamily living in Sodom. He praysthat God would sparethem.
Andif theLord werewilling to spare the righteous might He not spare the wicked for the sake of the
righteous?

b. WOULD GOD ACT AGAINST HIS OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS? “ Shall not the
judge of the all the earth doright?” (Genesis 18:25)
Abraham is concerned with the honor and glory of the Lord. What would the world say if you
destroyed the righteous along with the wicked in the city?

3. ABRAHAM’SPROPOSAL. Verse 24-26.

Genesis 18:24
“ Peradventuretherebefifty righteouswithin thecity: wilt thou also destr oy and not spare
the placefor thefifty righteousthat are therein?”

And in verse 26 God consents. God’'s abundant grace is manifested here.

a. GOD DESIRESTO GRANT THE PRAYER OF THE RIGHTEOUS.
What an encouraging word to the heart of the believer! God desires to grant the prayer of His
children.

b. WE SEE GRACE TO THE WICKED ON ACCOUNT OF THE RIGHTEOUS.
Do you ever wonder why God does not just destroy thiswicked world right now? The Almighty God
of glory does not destroy this sin-consumed world because of those who have been made righteous
in HisSon. God hasaninvestment inthisworld. God'slongsufferingisgreat with thisworld. His
mercy is super abundant in that Hewill give thisworld opportunity to repent of its sinful waysright
up to that moment that He removes His own blood bought children. Then the fulness of the wrath
of God will be poured out.

4. ABRAHAM’SPERSEVERANCE. Verses27-32.



50

a. HISSPIRIT. Verse?27.
Thereis no arrogance on the part of Abraham, but thereis tremendous boldness and perseverance.
Those who have real power with God are those who realize what they arein God’ s presence.

b. HISPERSISTENCE. Verses28-32.
It is amazing how daring Abraham is with God. Yet there is a dignity and honor given. This
bartering goes on until the Lord concedes to preserve the city if there are but ten righteous persons
foundinit.

It all stopsat ten. Abraham pursuestheissue no farther. Why? We do not know for sure but at this
point Abraham felt sure that therewould beten righteousin the city. Sadly, evenif he had asked for
only fiveit would have been too many. Therewere only four that would beinitially spared from the
destruction of the city and only three of them would live.

We assume that Abraham is thinking of his nephew and his family when heis satisfied to stop his
intercession. It isvery likely that there were ten people in Lot’s own household. Aswe find in
Chapter 19 there would have been Lot and his wife, his sons (meaning at least two) his two
unmarried daughterswho lived with him, and other married daughtersand their husbands. Theplural
here means more than two. So counting all of these there would have been at least ten.

Abraham was counting on the supposition that Lot had led hisfamily in righteousness. Wewill see
in Chapter 19 how wrong Abraham was.

5. ABRAHAM’'SPEACE. Verse33.
At thisthetwo friends part; the Lord went Hisway and Abraham returned to histent. Abraham had
done all that he could. He had stood in the gap for awicked and sinful people. He had interceded
ontheir behalf. And now hewasresolvedtorestinthewill of God. Herested inthefact that “the
judge of all theearth will doright.” (Genesis 18:25).

Folks, everyonethat is saved has the privilege of interceding for others. We havefull accessto the
throne of God on behalf of others.

1John 5:14
“And thisisthe confidence that we havein Him, that if we ask anything according to His
will, He hear eth us.”

Thebeliever has God' sear. With that understanding, we must beready to stand in the gap. Welive
in the midst of alost and dying world. Itisaworld that is condemned to an eterna hell. Will we
not pray for them? God has promised that He will save every person that comes to Him in
repentance and faith. Every Christian is atestimony that God is good for His promises.

Itisalsotruethat welivein daysthat are extremely troubling. Will we not stand in the gap for those
who remain under the condemnation of God? Be sure the “Judge of al the earth will do right.”
(Genesis 18:25).
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ABRAHAM: FRIEND OF GOD AND FATHER OF FAITH
CHAPTER 10 - DESTRUCTION OF SODOM
GENESIS 19

Istheresuch athing assin? If sin doesexist how do weknow what sinis? The Bibletellsusexactly
what sinis.

1John 3:4
“Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin isthe transgression of the
law.”

The Webster's 1828 Dictionary defined what is moral as: “. . . actions that are good or evil,
virtuous or vicious, and has reference to the law of God as the standard by which their
character isto be determined.” ?®

Asapreacher of theWord of God, it isperplexing in how our society now defineswhat ismoral and
immoral. Today we arebeing told that it isimmoral to force murderersand terroriststo reveal their
dastardly plans and yet killing babiesisfine.

|saiah 5:20
“Woeuntothem that call evil good, and good evil; that put darknessfor light, and light for
darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!”

The city of Sodom was a very wicked place. The cities of the plain of Jordan were steeped in sin.
Hopefully, we who claim to believe the Bible understand that what was going on there was indeed
sinand not ssimply asexual preference. But weareliving in asociety that isgrowing more and more
likethat of Sodom. A society where God' sintended design for men and women is being discarded
and those who would dare to stand for true morality are mocked and disparaged. Those who speak
out against the ungodliness and sin of sodomy are portrayed as trouble makers and hate mongers.

Of course, we are talking about the sin of homosexuality. Should we accept man’s perverted view
about sin or should we adhere to what God says? Be mindful that sin is sin whether it is lying,
cheating, stealing, bitterness, anger, or homosexuality. Sinissin and the determination of what sin
ismust come from the only true unwavering standard that has ever been given to men, the Word of
God. Alsowemust beclear that it isthe sin of homosexuality that we hate not the homosexual. To
hate anyoneisindeed sin as well.

Today we are seeing homosexual behavior promoted and accepted in al areas of society. The so
called “Gay and Leshian” groups are doing their best to legitimize their lifestyle. And they are
accomplishing their goal. Even in the so-called church, many liberal denominations are defending
and even ordaining homosexuals into their clergy. It ismore and more the Bible believersthat are
being promoted as the odd balls and hate mongers.

Be aware and be careful of those who would try to normalize that which God has condemned. Be
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warned about those who seek to call evil good and good evil.
1. LOT'SPOSITION OF PROMINENCE IN SODOM. Verses1-3.

A. THEANGELSARRIVEINTHECITY. Versel.
The angels, God’' s messengers arrive at Sodom at even, or near sunset.

B. LOT HASA SEAT AT THE GATE.
Where did the angels find Abraham in the previous chapter? He was sitting in the door of histent.
Abraham remained separate from the wickedness of the cities of theplain. But, Lot was lured by
its promise of prosperity and prominence.

Be reminded of how Lot got to this place. (Genesis 13:10) tellsthat “L ot lifted up his eyesand
beheld all thecitiesof the plain of Jordan.” In(Genesis13:12) it saysthat Lot “ pitched histent
toward Sodom.” Now we find that Lot isnot only living in Sodom but he is one who sat in the
gate. Thisterminology “tositinthegate” speaksof aplaceof leadership and authority. Lot had risen
to a place of prominence in the city, he sat on what we might call the town counsel. More than
likely, Lot received this position on the heroic reputation of hisuncle Abraham who rescued Sodom
and Gomorrah some time before this.

C. LOT'SURGENT APPEAL TO THE ANGELS. Verse2-3.
Lot urges these two men to enter into his house out of fear of what would happen to them if they
remained on in the streets of the city.

V. THE PERVERSION OF SODOM COMESTO LOT'SDOOR. Verses 4-11.
As darkness fell the wickedness of the city was manifested.

A. THEEXTENT OF THE PERVERSION IN SODOM. Verse/4.
We seethat it was not just afew who in secrecy practiced their sin. Thesin that takesits name from
this depraved city permeated the society of Sodom. The Bible makes it clear that all the men of
Sodom were involved; young and old and from all backgrounds participated.

B. THE EXTREME OF THE PERVERSION IN SODOM. Verse5.
Thosewho desireto explain away what isgoing on in Sodom say that the men of the city just wanted
to meet these two newcomers. If that were so why would Lot be so fearful for them? The crowd
wanted these new men that they might have their wicked way with them.

C. THE PERSISTENCE OF THE PERVERSION IN SODOM. Verses 6-9a.

1. LOT'SFUTILE APPEAL. Verses6-7.
Lot dipsout of the door to his house and begs the men to “ do not so wickedly.”

2. LOT’SDESPICABLE OFFER. Verse8.
How low can a person go in sin? How despicable to offer your own virgin daughters to this vile
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mob! And yet thisfoul crowd would be satisfied with nothing but these two unknown men.

3. LOT’SVIOLENT TREATMENT. Verse9.
These wicked depraved men would havekilled Lot to get at the men. Thisshowsushow far sin can
drive aperson. We see the manifestation of the madness of sin.

D. THEBLINDNESSOF THE PERVERSION IN SODOM. Verses10-11.

1. THE RESCUE PLAN FOR LOT. Verse10.
The two angels must rescue Lot from the mob. They pull him back into the temporary safety of the
house.

2. THE BLINDING OF THE MEN OF SODOM. Verse1l.
The angels cause blindness to come upon all those who were at the door of Lot’s house. This
physical blindness was an outward manifestation of their inward spiritual condition.

a. THE JUDICIAL BLINDNESS. Versella.
Wickedness and sin can only go on so long before God will act in judgment. In preparation for
judgment, God blinds the men.

Read Romans 1:21-28 to see the progression of a society that has rejected God. Understanding all
of this; when do we quit reaching out to the lost? NEVER - | don’t decide what only restsin the
wisdom of God.

Thejudicia blindnessisin view of what?

b. IMPENDING JUDGMENT FOR SODOM.
Notice these men continue to pursue their sin. They do not flee, they do not care, their sin drives
them on, they are unfazed that they are experiencing the judgment of God. They still continueto try
to find the door in their mad pursuit to satisfy their lust. Thisblindnessisimposed in view of the
judgment that was pronounced upon the city.

My pleatoany livingin sintoday, “turnfromyour sin, lest God turnsyou over toit. UnlessHeclose
your eyes and ears to the truth, and leave you alone in your sin - until the day of judgment.”

V. THEANGELS REMOVAL OF LOT FROM SODOM. Verses12-22.

A. GODSEEKSTO SHOW MERCY TOLOT'SFAMILY. Verses12-14.
The angels had seen enough. It istime to act and deal with thisvile city.

1. THE MERCY OF GOD. Verse12.
We find God still extending His divine mercy to this compromising believer. Lot isinstructed to
gather hisfamily together and to leave the city.
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2. THE JUDGMENT OF GOD. Versels.
Because of the blindness of men’ shearts, there arethose who think that God will not judgesin. That
He really does not care. But, God must judge sin or else He is not worthy to be God.

3. THE MOCKING OF GOD. Verse 14.
Lot’s sonsin law mock his pleafor them to leave Sodom with him. How important isit to marry
in the Lord? Lot’s sonsin law had grown up in Sodom. Who knows they may well have been
amongst those who were at the door of Lot’ shouse. Be sure of this; wrong associationswill always
pull you down. The strongest amongst us, let aone the spiritually weak will be impacted by not
obeying the Lord and remaining separated from the world and its sin. Lot’s daughters along with
their husbands and possibly even his grandchildren perished in Sodom.

B. THE ANGELS DELIVERING OF LOT’SFAMILY. Verses15-16.

1. THE URGENCY OF THE ANGELS. Verse15.
Get out now before judgment falls.

2. THE RELUCTANCE OF LOT. Versel1l6a. “Helingered”
Lot and his family had allowed their lives to be entwined in thiswicked place. Be careful of what
you hold dear. God isgoing to call us out, we must not linger over what we leave behind.

Theangelshadtoliterally drag them out of thecity. Besureof this, Christian, God will separate you
fromyour sin, but it may not be apleasant experience. It ismuch better to willingly flee anything that
has the potential to cause compromisein our livesthan to try to tolerate it.

C. THEEXHORTATION OF THE ANGELS. Verses17-22.

1. “ESCAPE FOR YOUR LIFE.” Verse 17.
Simple, get away or you will die.

Theinstruction was*“Look not behind thee. .. ” How attached areweto thisworld? What will be
our reactionif weareprivileged to hear that trump of God? Arewe going to betempted to look back
or will our gaze be focused toward the mountain of the Lord?

2. LOT'SPITIFUL PROTESTS. Verses 18-20.

Thisgetstoo pitiful. “Pleaselet mego tothislittletown.” (Paraphrased). Lot could not standtolive
in the mountains.

3. THE ANGEL’SCONCESSION. Verses 21-22.
a. THEY GAVE LOT PERMISSIONTO FLEETO ACITY.

b. THE RESTRAINING OF THE ANGELS.
God had determined to save Lot. Not onefiery hailstonewould fall upon Sodomuntil Lot wassafely

away.
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VI. GOD’'SOUTPOURING OF JUDGMENT UPON SODOM. Verses 23-25.

A. THEDESTRUCTION OF THECITY.
Thedestruction of Sodom, Gomorrah and the cities of the plain was so thorough that thereis debate
to this day asto their location.

B. THE DESTRUCTION OF ALL THE INHABITANTS.
An entire population isdestroyed. Thisisavivid testimony asto the heart of God toward sin. God
hatessin. Sin destroyed man’ srelationship with God inthe garden anditisstill that which separates
God from His highest creation. God's judgment upon sin is certain and all those who have not
received God's remedy for sin in the blood of Christ will endure eterna destruction.

VIlI. THE FOOLISHNESSOF LOT'SWIFE. Verse 26.

She looked back. She longingly looked back to the home she was leaving. She yearned for the
world shewas|eaving behind. She risked disobeying the angel’ swarning, and paid the pricefor it.
When God delivers us from the world, we must not look back.

Thereturn of the Lord Jesus Christ iscertain. Will welook back when that day comesand our Lord
comes take us from thisworld to glory? What is the Lord’s warning referring to that question?
(Luke 17:32) “Remember Lot’swife.”

Do not be foolish, the things of this world are so insignificant, and one day they will al go up in
smoke. Keep your eyes on the eastern sky, and the LORD of glory.

VIII.A LOOK AT ABRAHAM ABIDING WITH THE LORD. Verses. 27-29.

Where is Abraham during all of this? Verse 27 tells us that he is standing before the Lord. The
believer that commits himself to live out his life under the direction of God and His word will be
gpared the ravages of decisions made in the flesh.

A. THEREISSAFETY WITH SEPARATION. Verse27.
Abraham is not involved with what is transpiring in the plain. He interceded and begged God to
show mercy upon the wicked cities of the plain but having done that he must rest in the solemn but
trustworthy truth that God will do right.

B. THE SAFE VIEW FROM SEPARATION. Verse28.
God had once used Abraham to rescue these cities. It was a message of God’ s willingness to show
mercy and grace to them but they did not hear it.

C. THE ADVANTAGE OF SEPARATION. Verse29.
Why was Lot spared? Lot was spared because of his uncle, Abraham’ s intercession.

Believer, alife of compromise and fellowship with theworld will only bring heartache and despair.
Lot lost everything, even hisfamily except for two daughterswho were so steeped in the wickedness
of Sodom that they deceived their father into drunken incest.
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How do we remember Lot? If the Genesis account were all we had, it would be of a shamed,
drunken failure. It is hard to imagine that this is a saved man but we do have a further word in
Second Peter.

2 Peter 2:7-8

" Speaking of theangelsof God, “ And delivered just L ot, vexed with thefilthy conver sation
of thewicked: (For that righteousman dwelling amongthem, in seeing and hearing, vexed
hisrighteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;).”

My lost friend - my wordsto you are the words of the angels. “Escapefor your life,” and fleeto the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Y ou might not bein such hideoussin asthisbut God’ sword says, “ all havesinned and comeshort
of theglory of God.” (Romans 3:23)

Romans 6:23
“For the wages of sin isdeath, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.”

Acts 16:31
“Believeon the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.”

Helovesyou and will remove you from the destruction that isto come upon everyonethat iswithout
Christ.
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ABRAHAM: FRIEND OF GOD AND FATHER OF FAITH
CHAPTER 11- ARETURN TO THE OLD WAYS
GENESIS 20

We witnessin this chapter in Abraham’ swalk with God a testimony to the fact that even tried and
true servantsof the Lord can havetimesthat they returnto their old ways. Becausethey arestill men
of flesh and blood there will be times (hopefully they will be few) when they backslide from the
Word of God and the godliness that should characterize the life of a child of God. Abraham had
walked twenty-five yearswith the Lord at this point and yet we find him stumbling and falling back
to one of hisold ways.

There are some valuable lessons herefor usto take heed to which exhort usto faithfulnesswith the
Lord. We dso find in this passage the encouragement that when we do sin and wander from God
we can find forgiveness and restoration with the Lord we love.

|. THE DEPARTURE OF GOD’'SMAN. Verses1-2.

A. THEPHYSICAL DEPARTURE FROM GOD’'SPRESENCE. Versel.
Abraham leaves the plain of Mamre, a place where he has had God'’ s blessing and fellowship. No
reason is given for the move, maybe he did not want to be where he could see the ruins of Sodom
and Gomorrah. The smoke and stench from the destroyed cities of the plain must have been
horrific. In any case Abraham moves South down the same road he traveled once before when he
got in troublein Egypt. Abraham moves and sets up camp in Gerar.

B. THE SPIRITUAL DEPARTURE FROM GOD’S PRESENCE. Versetwo.
Abraham had experienced a wonderful time of growth and blessing from the Lord while he had
camped on the highlands of Mamre. But now the wandering spirit had again raised its head in
Abraham. Maybe hewasin despair over what had just happened in the wicked cites of the plain.
Maybe, he found himself questioning the sovereignty of God’ s wisdom in that outpouring of wrath
upon theinfamous sin of Sodom. Whatever hisreasoning, Abraham’ sspiritual visionisblurred and
he makes some bad decisions for himself and for his family.

C. THEDECEITFUL MOVE
Abraham dug up the old lie he had once used on Pharaoh down in Egypt. If you remember it did not
work there and it is not going to work here in Gerar either. He told everyone that Sarah was his
sister. Take note that the biblical record does not try to play down this action. The Bible tellsthe
truth about its heros, good and bad. Abraham'’ s deceitful words are preceded in the biblical record
by, “ Abraham said of Sarah hiswife.” Regardless of what Abraham says next, thefact is, Sarah
ishiswife. We can try and rationalize or justify our sin, but sinis still sin.

This whole situation is compounded by the fact that thisis the second time Abraham has traveled
down this same road of deception.

II. GOD'SMERCIFUL DEALING WITH THE ABIMELECH. Verses2b-8.
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Something amazing, even supernatural has happened. Abimelech sees Sarah and wants her for one
of his wives. Think about that for a moment, remember, we are talking about a ninety-year old
woman. Remember the words of

Genesis18:11-12

“Now Abraham and Sar ah wereold and well strickenin age; and it ceased tobewith Sarah
after the manner of women. Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After | am
waxed old shall | have pleasure, my lord being old also?”

It seemsobviousthat God has been working amiraclein Sarahto restore her youthin order to enable
her to give birth to Isaac. When God does something, He does not do a half way job. Obvioudly,
Sarah’ s beauty is also restored to her.

Thank God for Hisabundant mercy. Hestepsin againinthelife of Abraham and bailshim out. The
Lord comesto Abimelech in adream.

A. THEINTERVENTION OF GOD IN ABRAHAM’SSITUATION. Verses 3-4a.

1. THE INTERVENING HAND OF GOD.
God keeps Abimelech from committing a grievous sin. A sin that would have brought serious
judgment upon Abimelech’s household. It would aso have destroyed God' s plan for Abraham to
be used as a blessing to all mankind.

2. THE JUDGMENT HAND OF GOD.
Abimelechisalost man. Heisanidolater on hisway to hell. Amazingly, in his dream he comes
facetofacewith God and God declaresto him, “ behold, thou art but adead man.” WHOA! That
might wakeyou up inahurry. (Talk about adead sleep.) God warnsthislost man that he hastaken
another man’ s wife into his own harem of wives.

B. ABIMELECH MAKESHISCOMPLAINT.

1. THE MAN'SPROTEST.
Basically, Abimelech proteststhat he did not do anything wrong. The natural man always wantsto
shift the blame. Abimelech aready had awife. He probably had many wives but seeing Sarah he
wanted her and so hetook her. He had no regard to hisown family or of Sarah’swishes. Abraham
had acted deplorable but that does not excuse Abimelech’s own sin.

God' s standards do not change over time and they do not change asto place or the laws of the land.
Thisaction waslegal for Abimelech to do in his own country. He could legally take any woman he
wanted as hiswife. But because something islegal that does not make it right.

Examples for today would be things like: drinking alcohol, abortion, homosexual behavior, sex
outside of marriage, and adultery. Lost and depraved society may rewrite the laws of the land but
that does not change thingsin the eye' s of God. The Apostle Paul instructs in (Romans 12:2) “be
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not conformed tothisworld . .."” The Christian must not allow the world to set his standard. The
Bibleisto be hisguide in every area of what he believes and how helives.

2. THE MAN'SPROSPECT.
Fortunately for Abraham, God intervened in these events and kept Abimelech from physically
violating Sarah.

C. GOD'SCLEAR DECLARATION. Verses6-7.

1. GOD’'SMERCY.

Abimelech said, and thisis a paraphrase, “| have not touched her!” But God tells us what realy
happened, “ | withheld theefrom sinningagainst me: ther efor esuffered | theenot totouch her.”
(Genesis 20:6). Abimelech fully intended to have Sarah as his wife in every way but God had
intervened and kept Abimelech from fulfilling his plans. It wastrue that Abimelech did not know
the truth about Abraham and Sarah but it is never right to do wrong. May every believer covenant
with God that we would aways do what we know to be right regardless of foreseen or unforeseen
consequences.

2. GOD'SDECLARATION. Verse7.

a. THISMAN “ISA PROPHET.”
It is very sad that Abimelech had no indication from Abraham in word or deed of his relationship
with God. The believer’'slifeisto be acontinual declaration of hisfaith in Christ. The Christian
should be aliving walking billboard for the glory of God.

b. “HE SHALL PRAY FOR YOU.”
God laysit on thelinewith Abimelech. If hereturns Sarah to Abraham Hewill sparehim. If hedid
not restore Sarah to Abraham, heand all of hishousehold would die. Abimelech wisely decidesthat
the right thing to do is to return Sarah to her husband.

D. THEFEAR OF ABIMELECH. Verse8.
There was no sleeping for Abimelech the rest of this night. He was up early to deal with these
matters. Abimelech wakes up with the realization that he had been face to face with theliving and
true God.

1. THE SINNER’SDERISION OF THE BACKSLIDING SAINT. Verses9-16.

A. THE SAINT ISREBUKED BY THE SINNER. Verses9-10.
Abimelech calls Abraham on the proverbial carpet. Thislost manwasjust living hislife asaways
and Abraham comes into hislife and causes al this havoc. Abimelech wants an explanation asto
why Abraham has done this.

B. THE SAINT'SRATIONALIZING OF HISSIN. Verses11-13.
Abraham beginsto list his lame excuses for his behavior.
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1. THERE ISNO FEAR OF GOD HERE. Versella.
Where there is no knowledge of God there will be lawlessness. Morality will be defined by the
social norms and not by a healthy fear of the holiness of God. Man will do what he determinesis
right and wrong, moral and immoral by his own wisdom.

2. YOUWILL KILL METOHAVE MY WIFE. Verse11b.
Abraham was afraid of what would happen to him because of his wife. This gives us a rather
tarnished view of the man who once led agreat rescue mission against the most powerful army that
existed in that part of theworld. But fear can be a very powerful and paralyzing instigator.

3. ITISNOT REALLY ALIE. Versel2.
It was a fact that Sarah was Abraham’s half sister. They had the same father but not the same
mother.

4. ITISALL GOD’SFAULT. Verse13. “God caused me. . ."
Now Abraham is putting the blame on God. It was God that caused me to leave my father’ s house
for thisjourney into all of these strange and dangerous places. 1t was then that Abraham cooked up
thisliewith hiswife. Basicaly, asthe old saying goes, Abraham lied and Sarah sworeto it.

C. THE SINNER’SRESTORING OF THE SAINT. Verses 14-16.
It is sad when a believer has to take spiritua rebuke from alost person. How unfortunate that
Abimelech, who isalost man, isfound to have a higher mora plain than Abraham the believer.

1. THE SHAME OF THE SAINT. Verses14-15.
Lost Abimelech treats Abraham awholelot better than Abraham had treated him. Abimelech may
have been trying to buy off God’ s wrath by treating the man of God so good. It often happens that
someone lives for the devil in one way or another and then tries to sooth his conscience by giving
money to the church. Only the Lord knows, but it is still sad that Abraham has to be shamed as a
lost man is more generous and gracious than he has been.

2. THE SLUR UPON THE SAINT. Verse16.
Abimelech gives Sarah back to Abraham. We need to take note of exactly how he does it. In
addressing Sarah he speaks of Abraham as her brother. Ouch, what a slam. Abimelech has no
respect for Abraham. Itislike saying, “it’s a shame that you do not have a husband that will stand
up for you and protect you as he should.” John Phillips comments, ““It istoo bad, princess, that you
do not have ahusband, or | would have givenit to him.” And with that parting thrust Abraham was
H;gde to know just exactly how low an estimate Abimelech had formed of him - a prophet, indeed!”

Thewords of Abimelech concerning Abraham are said in sarcasm but they arethewordsthat should
have described Abraham’ s care and protection of hiswife. Verse 16 ends with the comment from
the Holy Spirit, “thus was shereproved.”

3. THE SHAM OF THE SINNER.
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Abimelechisnot doing all of this because he hasfound the Lord. Nor isit because he has repented
and wantsto do right. Heissimply trying to get out of God's woodshed. He conjecturesif heis
good to this pitiful prophet maybe God will indeed not kill him.

God does not tell him to do thisextra. He doesit trying to buy God'’ s favor.
V. THE SAINT'SDEED FOR THE SINNER. Verses17-18.

A. THE LONG OVERDUE MINISTRY OF THE SAINT. Verse17.
Finally, Abraham does something spiritual, he praysfor Abimelech and God is pleased to heal him
and all his household.

B. THE MAJESTY OF GOD ISGREAT. Verse18.
It isvery important to note that the Lord remains in complete control of thissituation. He allowed
Abraham to do down to Gerar and allowed him to lieto Abimelech. But God stopped the progress
of these events short of what would have destroyed God' s future plans for Abraham.

If God had permitted Abimelech to defile Sarah, it would have tarnished and cast doubt on Isaac’s
birth. Infact God had shut up all of the wombs of Abimelech’s household, during thistime. There
was nho way anyone would be able to say that 1saac could have been Abimelech’s son.

God ison Histhrone. Heisin absolute control. He may allow man to go onin hissin but Heis not
about to let mere man overrule His plan for eternity.

God at times may permit usto get in messes. In His permissive will God may allow us to depart
from where He would want us to be. Christian, we are flesh and blood, with afree will and still
capable of sin. We do have the tendency to return to our old ways. Asthe old hymn says, “proneto
wander, Lord | fed it.” What areweto do whenwefind ourselvesin such aplace? Should weallow
it to shipwreck us and give up on living for the Lord? Absolutely not!

When we sin, we pray and seek God' s face and forgiveness. Repent of our sin; regardless of what
it was and go on regjoicing in the gracious forgiveness of God. Abraham did not have to get saved
al over again. He was not rejected and cast out by God. Instead, God stepped into the life of his
child and restored him.

Dear friend, where ever you are spiritually. God will work with you. Maybe you have never been
saved; you do not know the Lord Jesus Christ asyour Savior. Right now, turn from your sin and put
your faithin Him asthe Onewho died for you. Trust the Onewho laid down Hissinlesslifefor you
in order that you could have God' s forgiveness.

Maybe you are saved but you need to deal with something in your life. God isfaithful to meet your
need and to deliver you from what ever pit you find yourself in. Heisagreat and gracious God who
does not throw away His children. Rather, His promiseis*“| will never leave thee, nor forsake
thee.” (Hebrews 13:5).
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1John 1:9
“If we confessour sins, heisfaithful and just toforgiveusour sins, and to cleanse usfrom
all unrighteousness.”

The Lord is merciful and gracious to forgive and cleanse the repentant heart of His blood bought
children in Jesus Christ.
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ABRAHAM: FRIEND OF GOD AND FATHER OF FAITH
CHAPTER 12- THE FULFILLMENT OF THE PROMISE
GENESIS21

Wehaveheard over and over in our study that God had promised that Abraham would oneday father
ason by Sarah hiswife. The promise had been given, repeated, explained and expanded.

Now, twenty five years after God had first promised, Isaac is born. Y ou can imagine the scene,
Abraham, isnow one hundred yearsold, but is probably as giddy and excited as any expectant father
could be. Heisanticipating the birth of his firstborn of Sarah.

He and Sarah had spent a childlesslifetime together. Now, the day had come. Sarah wasin labor.
A midwife and her servants would be attending to her and Abraham is waiting.

I. THE ARRIVAL OF THE PROMISED SON. Verses1-8.
God'sword isvindicated. The questions, the doubts, the concerns, are all vanquished by the cries
of anew born child from Sarah’ s tent.

A. THE PROMISE WASFULFILLED ASGIVEN. Versel-2.
We must not fail to take specia note of the affirmation of God’s word.

(Verse 1) “And the Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and He did unto Sarah as he had
spoken.” Emphasisisthe author’s.

And again:

(Verse 2) “ At the set time of which God had spoken to him.” When was the child born?
Exactly when God said he would be born. Emphasis the author’s.

God did exactly as He had previously said He would.

Genesis17:19

“And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name
Isaac: and | will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his
seed after him.”

Genesis17:21
“But my covenant will | establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set
timein the next year.”

We can rest our entire trust upon the promise of one word from God. He commits His entire
integrity upon every jot and tittle of Hisword. Our great issueiswill wewait upon Histime. F. B.
Meyer share some rich words of wisdom on this:
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God has His set times. It isnot for usto know them; indeed, we cannot know them; we
must wait for them. If God had told Abraham in Haran that he must wait for thirty years
until he pressed the promised child to his bosom, his heart would have failed him. So, in
graciouslove, thelength of theweary year swashidden, and only asthey werenearly spent,
and therewereonly afew moremonthsto wait, God told him that, “according to thetime
of life, Sarah shall havea son.” (18:4). 9

Side note: we see that the covenant that God established with Isaac was an everlasting covenant.
This covenant wasto be an eternal covenant and it isessential to take notethat it was not only made
with Abraham but with * his seed after him.” (Genesis 17:19). That meansthat the promises that
God made to Abraham were made to his posterity for ever. Those promises were to the children of
Israel (Jacob) which included making them agreat nation and to give them the promised land as an
inheritancefor ever. The nations of the world need to take care that they do not bring theire of God
upon them for ignoring His promised intentions for Israel. Theland of Canaan belongsto the Jews
asan everlasting possession. It was deeded to them by the God who created it. No president, world
organization has the right to tell them to give it to anyone.

B. THE PROMISE WASFULFILLED IN GRACE. Verses3-5.

1. GOD’'SCOMMAND REMEMBERED. Verses 3-4.
Abraham did not forget the instructions that the Lord had given him. He was obedient to the Lord
with his new born son. He gives his son the name told him of the Lord and circumcises him. At
times of abundance and ease it is easy to forget promises made at critical timesin our lives.

2. BIRTH BEYOND NATURAL ABILITY. Verseb.
Abraham was 100 and Sarah was 90. There are a couple of very important principlesto get here.
Isaac was born after all natural hope of Abraham and Sarah having a child wasgone. Do you think
that might be important? Of course it is. God purposed to hold off fulfilling his promise to
Abraham and Sarah until al, absolutely all, hope of it being fulfilled by the natural ability of the
flesh.

The birth of Isaac is the supernatural, miraculous fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham as a
testimony of God’ sgraceto them. Isaac wasthe child of God’ s promise and therewas question that
God gave Abraham this son.

Only God can prophecy. Therearecountlesssoothsayers, seers, and astr ologer semer ging
inour day. They areinterviewed, consulted on popular radioand television talk shows, and
they make plenty of noise. But only God can prophesy. Outside of Holy Writ all
prognosticationsregarding thefutureareriddled with ambiguity, error, and fraud, not to
mention outright satanicdeception. But God canrip asidethevell from thefutureandread
tomorrow’ shappeningsasthough they had happened yesterday. Ninemonthsbefor e, God
had told Abraham and Sarah they would haveason “at theset time.” And soit was. Nine
months later the child was born in defiance of natural law.®™
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C. THEPROMISEISFULFILLED IN GREAT JOY. Verses6-8.

1. SARAH'SJOYFUL CONFESSION. Verses6-7.
Sarah’s faith is soaring. She now had firsthand experience of God working in her life. “ All that
hear will laugh with me.” (Genesis 21:6). When our heart rejoices over God's working in our
lives, it isatestimony to others and they are blessed as well.

Where Sarah once laughed in scorn of God's promise, she now laughs with joy over God's
faithfulness. Inverseseven sheessentially confesses, “ whowould ever havethought that | would
give birth to a child?”

Thereis now the passing of time taking place between verse seven and verse eight.

2. THE COUPLE’'SJOYFUL CELEBRATION. Verse8.
The child growsand it is now time to wean him. We cannot be certain of Isaac’ sage at thistime as
it would depend upon that time when he was now fully able to deal with solid food his daily
sustenance. Takingin the cultural norms of the time of Abraham, Isaac was probably between two
and threeyears old. At any rate acelebration isheld in Abraham’s camp to mark the weaning of
Isaac. Y oung Isaac is graduating from mother’s milk to solid food. His miracle birth is followed
by growth.

II. THE CASTING OUT OF THE SON OF THE FLESH. Verses9-11.

A. |ISHMAEL'SRIDICULE. Verse9.
Ishmael is not impressed over all this attention that is being showered upon Isaac. Ishmael is
probably about 15-16 yearsold now and hasenjoyed all the privileges of being Abraham’ sonly son,
now he has had to share that attention with Isaac, and | am sure he understands that 1saac will be
preferred over him. We find him, mocking Isaac.

1. HISTRUE NATURE ISREVEALED.
Ishmael’ s behavior is atestimony to us that grace is not inherited. Our children inherit our fallen
human nature by their first birth but they must be born again to have their own relationship of faith
with God. Even a child born to the most godly of parents must deal with his own sin, he has no
spiritual life unless he himself experiences the new birth.

John 1:12-13

“But as many asreceived him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on hisname: Which wereborn, not of blood, nor of thewill of theflesh,
nor of thewill of man, but of God.”

2. HISTRUE NEED REMAINS.
Ishmael had al the advantages of Abraham’s household. He had witnessed God’' s hand at work in
hisfather’slife. He had even seen the Angel of the Lord visit the camp. He had been circumcised
just afew years earlier, but that outward religious ceremony, even though it was ordained of God,
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did nothing to change his rebellious heart. Religion does not change a man, only God can.

Titus 3:5
“Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved
us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost”

3. HISTRUE REBELLION.
Remember that Ishmael is not just mocking Isaac. Heis mocking God, Isaac was the Son that God
gave to Abraham.

B. ISHMAEL’SREJECTION. Verse 10.
Unfortunately for Ishmael Sarah sees him mocking her son.

1. SARAH'SHEART.
Sarah remembersall the years of watching her husband doting over Ishmael, another woman’ s son.
She remembers Hagar’ s haughty spirit when she, not Sarah, had given Abraham the great desire of
his heart for aseed. Seeing Ishmael mock her son was more than the human heart of Sarah could
tolerate.

2. SARAH'SHARSH DEMAND. “Cast out thisbondwoman and her son.” (Genesis
21:10)
This all seems very harsh and cruel but little did Sarah know she was giving us one of the most
important spiritual lessons we can ever learn.

1. THE BROKEN HEART OF THE MAN OF GOD. Verses11-13.

A. THE SADNESSOF ABRAHAM. Verse1l.
All of thishits Abraham hard. Heloved Ishmael, thisboy washisson. We must not forget the sad
fact that he had been the referee between these two women for 16 years of bitternessand envy. Now
the issue had come to a head.

B. THE SANCTIONING OF THE LORD. Verses12-13.
God enters in here and assures Abraham that he need not fear for Ishmael and Hagar.

God tells Abraham to do what Sarah hasrequested. Once before he had hastily listened to Sarah but
thistimehe hesitatesuntil he hasheard from God. God remindshim that Hisblessingwill be passed
on through Isaac. But, the Lord assures him that He will also blessIshmael “for your sake.” Why
did God promise to also make a nation of Ishmael? He did it because of His love for Abraham.
Because of God’'s relationship to Abraham he promises to bless Ishmael even though he is the
product of the flesh. What is the lesson for the Christian in this?

C. THE SEVERING OF THE FLESH. Galatians 4:23-31.
Thereisatremendousspiritual lessonfor every believer foundinthis. Therearefive peopleinvolved
here. Ishmael, Isaac, Hagar and Sarah; al of whom are closely involved with Abraham.
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Ishmael and Isaac represent the two natures of the believer. Ishmael representsthe old nature of the
flesh and Isaac the new nature in the spirit. Ishmael was produced by the flesh, but Isaac was the
child of God' s promise through faith.

Hagar representsthe principles of worksand law. In her, trying to earn God' s approval through the
keeping of the law through effort of the flesh is pictured. Sarah speaks of grace received through
faith.

When the new nature is born, the old, that which is of the flesh must be put out. That was
Abraham’ sresponsibility. Only Abraham could do that. God told him what wasright, but Abraham
had to move upon it.

Ishmael and Hagar, the old nature and the works of the flesh had to be cast out. No matter how
painful it might be there was no place for middle ground, no room for compromise, there must be
acomplete break with the old nature for the new nature to have placeto grow and possess our heart.

Thereisno possibility for thework of th flesh to please God. He wantsusto completely trust Him.

Our salvation, our new lifein Christ is God’ sgift according to Hispromise. What isthat promise?
It isthat all who will trust Christ astheir Lord and Savior will be delivered from their bondage to
sin and death. They will be saved from the wrath of God and receive eternal lifein Christ. That is
something that can only be received by grace. The flesh cannot, must not have anything to do with
it. Salvation is not church membership. Salvation is not doing good works. Salvation is not
baptism. Salvation isthe gift of God by grace through faith in His only begotten Son.
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ABRAHAM: FRIEND OF GOD AND FATHER OF FAITH
CHAPTER 13- FAITH'STEST, GOD PROVIDESAT MORIAH
GENESIS 22; JAMES 2:21-23

We havenow beenfollowing Abraham for about forty yearsof growth and experiencewiththeLord.
Four decades earlier the Lord called him out of Ur of the Chaldees, out of idolatry and into alife of
faith and trust in God.

Heisapictureto usof the spiritual life of the believer. When welook at Abraham, we seeto avery
great extent how God works with us. We learn how He begins with us when we trust Christ as
Savior and, asachild, begin to grow in the things of the Lord. Our faith isbirthed with the simple
trust that Jesus Christ will save us, but it does not stop there; our experience with God matures and
expands enabling us to trust the Lord more and more.

Along theway there are experiencesthat test and try our faith. It isthrough those teststhat our faith
isstrengthened and proven. But | doubt that any of us have experienced anything like Abraham had
to face asisrecorded in this passage of Holy Scripture.

Fromthevery first versethereisan undeniabletension. God isgoing to ask this man who, in James
2:23, iscaled the*“friend of God” to do something that is beyond comprehension.

|. THE TEST OF ABRAHAM'SFAITH. Verses1-2.

We would never try to correct the King James Bible but we could paraphrasethis verseto say, “ God
did put Abraham to thetest.” It isvery important to understand that Satan tempts usto cause usto
fail and fall back into the ways of the lost man. But our all wise God testsusin order that He might
bring out of us what He has been working in our hearts. It isnot God’ s purpose to defeat us but to
reveal to us and to those around us the impact of His gracein our lives.

Abraham is about to face the greatest test of hislife. Itisatest that will reveal to all what God has
accomplished through His great grace in the life of His friend.

A. ABRAHAM’'S GROWTH IN THE LORD. “It came to pass after these things’
(Genesis 22:1).

The natural question is, after what things? After aforty-year relationship with God and after forty
years where there were times of victory and times of failure there is notable growth in Abraham. In
chapter 21 we saw that Abraham wasfinally and completely cut off from the old life and the works
of the flesh. And from there on he had unprecedented growth in his walk with the Lord. On this
day when God calls his name he ssimply answers, “Behold, herel am.”

Many professing Christians have never got to the placein their walk with the Lord where they have
obeyed thebiblical call to leavetheworld behind, let alonethe call to service and ultimately the call
to sacrifice. Thistest of Abraham’ sfaith should stir every believer to acloser, deeper walk with his
Savior.



69

B. ABRAHAM'STEST FROM THE LORD. Verse 2.
Little did Abraham know what the Lord was about to ask of him.

1. THE DECLARATION OF THE TEST. *“Abraham, take your son, your only son,
| saac, whom thou lovest.” (Genesis 2:2a)

God delivers an awesome statement here. It isadeclaration reminding Abraham of previousfailure
in resorting to the flesh and producing Ishmael through the Egyptian slave, Hagar. It isareminder
that I1saac, the child of promise, was the son through which God would bless. Thisstatement isalso
an acknowledgment from God of Abraham’slove for Isaac.

2. THE COMMAND OF THE TEST. “...and get theeinto theland of Moriah; and
offer him therefor aburnt offering...” (Genesis 2:2b)

God commands Abraham to take his son, Isaac to Mount Moriah and there sacrifice him as a burnt
offering. Please understand what this meant! Heistold to take his son and wak with him for the
three-day journey to Moriah, climb the mount, bind and lay him upon an altar, dlit histhroat so that
his boy’ s blood can completely pour out and then set him on fire to be consumed by the flames.

We protest that is a horrible thing, and so it is. We need to grasp what God was expecting of
Abraham.

II. THE PROOF OF ABRAHAM’'SFAITH. Verses3-14.

What would Abraham do? What would you or | do? What arewe willing to sacrificefor the cause
of Jesus Christ? Would you sacrificeyour children in obedienceto the command of God and for the
glory of God? But, thereal and vital question is, “how much do you trust God?”

William Carey, whom we know as the father of the modern missionary movement, went from
England to Serampore, India 1793 where he buried two wives and at |east two children for the sake
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the destiny of lost souls. Thequestion for Carey was, “do you trust
God with the eternity of your family?’

A. THE SINCERITY OF HISFAITH. Verses3-5.

1. THE OUTWARD OBEDIENCE.
Abraham, obediently and silently goesthrough al of the preparationsfor thetrip. He got the animal
ready. He split the wood for the fire that would consume his own son. He packed the knife that he
would use to cut his son’s throat.

2. THE INWARD EMOTION.
We can only imagine what was going on in the heart of thisfather. There had to be an unbelievable
battle going on between the love of a father and the obedience of the servant of God? After the
three-day journey they arrive at the foot of Mount Moriah.
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(Genesis 22:5) may be one of the greatest statements of faith in the Bible.
“And Abraham said unto hisyoung men, Abideye herewith theass; and | and thelad will
go yonder and wor ship, and come again to you.”

We will explain later why thisis such atremendous statement of faith.
B. THE SON AND HISFAITH. Verses6-8.

1. THE SUBMISSION OF THE SON. Verse®6.
Theword “lad” in verse five could be anyone from a youth to a young man. Isaac does exactly as
hisfather directshim. Heand hisfather had possibly madesimilar tripsasthis. They may well have
shared some times of retreat and worship with their God.

2. THE QUESTION OF THE SON. Verse7. “whereisthelamb for a burnt offering?”
Isaac questions his father as to where the usual sacrifice is. This is different from other times;
normally there would be alamb or akid of agoat.

3. THE QUIETING OF THE SON. Verse 8.
Abraham does not explain to his son what his intentions are. He ssimply says, “ God will provide
himsdlf alamb.” Isaac was given to Abraham by the miraculouswork of God in the birth of ason
from two old folk far beyond child bearing.

Surely al of thisreminds us of another scene. The garden of Gethsemane, when our Lord, the only
begotten and beloved Son of God asked his Father concerning the sacrifice that was before Him.
Y es, God would indeed provide himself alamb. God would on day provide the Lamb that would
take away the sin of the world.

The complete submission of Isaac to hisfather’ swill isabeautiful picture of the submission of the
Son of God. Jesus made no protest and in the greatest act of obediencein all history submitted to
His Father’ s will.

C. THE SACRIFICE OF HISFAITH. Verses9-14.
There is no way to adequately describe what is going on here? Abraham goes to work, carefully
laying together the stones upon which he would sacrifice his son. Then this father laid the wood
in order in preparation for the burnt sacrifice. He binds his beloved son and lays him upon the altar.

1. THE COMPLETENESS OF THE SACRIFICE.
There was no apparent hesitation in Abraham’s actions. His deliberate labor reveals the fact that
there was no hesitation in hisfaith. How could Abraham do this? How could heraise aknife over
his own son? Thereisone and only one answer: because he believed God, he trusted the promise
of God.

Hebrews 11:17-19
“By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the
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promisesoffered up hisonly begotten son, Of whom it wassaid, That in | saac shall thy seed
becalled: Accountingthat God wasabletoraisehim up, even from thedead; from whence
also hereceived him in afigure.”

Abraham believed God’ spromiseto him. Hebelieved that evenif he plunged that knifeinto hisson
and watched the flames consume his body that God would be trueto Hisword and if necessary raise
Isaac up out of the ashesin order to fulfill His promisesto him.

Here was a proof of how much mortal man will do for the love of God. Here was an
evidence of childlike faith which must have thrilled the heart of the Eternal God, and
moved Him in the very depths of Hisbeing. Doyou and | love God likethis? IsHemore
to usthan our nearest and dearest? %

2. THE COMMUTING OF THE SACRIFICE. Verse1l.
At that critical moment, with the knife clasped in Abraham’s hand over Isaac’s throat, God
intervened and stayed the hand of His obedient servant. God was satisfied that now there was
nothing in Abraham’slife that did not belong to Him.

3. THE CONSUMMATION OF THE SACRIFICE. Verse 13.

a. THE LORD’'SOFFERING.
Not by coincidence but by the providence of God, there is aram nearby to take the place of Isaac.
God had provided a substitute for 1saac.

b. THE LORD WHO PROVIDES.
Abraham makes a very sweet confession. He called that place, “ Jehovah-Jireh,” which means the
Lord will provide. God saw Abraham'’s faith and provided the ram as a substitute.

It isvery important that we take special note herethat God did not do the samefor Hisown Son, His
only begotten Son whom Heloved. Infact, the unbelievabletruthisthat His sinless Son becamethe
Lamb of Sacrifice that was provided for our need.

Jesus carried the wood of His own cross. He was bound hand and foot and there was to be no
reprieve for Him. There would be no last moment substitute for Him. No, beloved, He was the
substitute for us. There are many that believe (and | among them) that thisis the exact location of
Mount Calvary where Jesus became our substitute for sin. 1t may well be that on this very spot the
Lamb of God shed His blood for man’ssin.

1. THE REWARD OF ABRAHAM'SFAITH. Verses15-19.
A. GOD’SRECOGNITION OF ABRAHAM'SFAITH. Verses15-16.

Very simply, very bluntly, the God of glory swears an oath to Abraham because hedid not hold back
his beloved son from Him.
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Genesis 22:16
“...By mysef havel sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast donethisthing, and
hast not withheld thy son, thine only son.”

God swearsupon Himself, upon Hisown integrity that because Abraham withheld nothing from His
Lord, Hewould do for him.

B. GOD’SREWARD OF FAITH. Verses1/-19.

1. GOD'SREWARD TO ABRAHAM FOR HISFAITH. Verse 17.
The LORD God Jehovah promises Abraham that He is going to multiply his blessing upon him
abundantly. The illustrations of the stars in the heavens and the sand on the sea shore are to
punctuate the magnitude of how God would bless Abraham.

2. GOD’'SREWARD TOMANKIND BECAUSE OF ABRAHAM'SFAITH. Verses18-
19.
Because of this one man’s faithful obedience to the Word of God all the nations of the earth, all
mankind, would be blessed. We are reminded of the promise of God from the beginning of his
relationship with Jehovah:

Genesis12:3
“And | will blessthem that blessthee, and cur se him that cur seth thee: and in theeshall all
families of the earth be blessed.”

The greatest, the most important blessing that mankind received from God in the seed of Abraham
isthe Lord Jesus Christ. Indeed, all that call upon that lovely name receive the blessing of God.

Believer: How doesthisaccount impact you thismorning? Areyou withholding anything from the
Lord? Do you belong to Him? Doesyour heart belongto Him? Is He your everything? Doesyour
family belong to the Lord? Remember that the real question is, do you trust God?

Proverbs 3:5-6
“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In
all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”

Dear lost friend: How doesthisaccount affect you thismorning? Haveyou ever entered into thelife
of faith? Haveyou ever put your faith and trust in Jesus Christ to save you from your sin? Haveyou
received Jesus Christ as your Savior? Y ou may confess, “1 don’t understand how this faith thing
works.”

Thereisastory of woman struggling with salvation and the preacher sought to help her and asked.
“How long have you been Mrs. ?" “Why since | was married” was her answer. “How did
you get married?’ She was asked further. “When the preacher asked, ‘ will you take this man to be
your husband,’ | said, ‘yes'”
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“Youmeanyou didn’t say you'll try to, or | hopeto.” No, said thewoman, “I just said, ‘yes, | will.””

The preacher then pointed her to the word of God and said, “ God is asking you if youwill have His
Son to be your Savior. What do you say to that?”

My lost friend, will you have Jesus to be your Savior? Y ou either will or you will not.

What is your answer to Him? The Bible says: “ whosoever shall call upon the Name of theL ord
shall be saved.” (Acts 2:21).
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ABRAHAM: FRIEND OF GOD AND FATHER OF FAITH
CHAPTER 14 - SARAH GOESHOME & THE INTEGRITY OF GRACE
GENESIS 23

Approximately twenty-five years has elapsed since the scene on Mt. Moriah and that amazing test
of Abraham’sfaith. Thereisnothing recordedinthebiblical record about those years. We can only
assumethat after Abraham’ s great expression of faith that they were sweet years of fellowship with
the Lord.

| think we have testimony to this in the second verse. We find that Abraham is back in Hebron,
which, we are reminded, means fellowship.

In this passage we areinformed of the death of Abraham’ swife, Sarah, and the burial that followed.
Abraham and Sarah had shared avery long life together. Their life together was much like ours: a
life of ups and downs and of trials and temptations. They shared a life together that saw some
tremendous victories and also some failures. Again, these two companions shared alife together
much like our own.

|. ABRAHAM'SGRIEVING HEART. Verses1-2.

A. THE AGE OF SARAH.
It isnot usually appreciated when awoman’ sageismentioned. But inthe case of Sarah her agewas
avery important testimony to God’ sgrace at work in their lives. It isinteresting that thisisthe only
time in the Bible that awoman’s age is mentioned. At the age of ninety, Sarah gave birth to Isaac,
now some thirty-seven years later her death isrecorded. Shelived to theripe old age of 127. She
was probably a strikingly beautiful woman in her day. Remember that in her late eighties God had
done a supernatural “face lift” on her.

B. THE DEATH OF SARAH.
The Scripture accounts constantly remind us of the reality of death. It comesto all of us without
discrimination. Regardless of the worst sinner or the godliest saint, death is our certain and
unavoidable inheritance from Adam.” It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the
judgement.” (Hebrews 9:27).

The Bible makesit very clear what brought death into God'’ s creation. Oneversein Paul’ sletter to
the Romans sumsit up.

Romans 5:12
“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned”

Thereisno explaining it away; Adam sinned and hissin brought death to all men. But, wealso must
realize that not only was death introduced to the human race through Adam’s sin, but all men are
sinners and Paul tells us that their sin has earned them death. (Romans 6:23a) “ For the wages of
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sinisdeath...”

Cemeteriesaround theworld are atestimony that Satan was|ying when he said to Eve, “thou shalt
not surely die.” (Genesis 3:4).

When we turn the pages of God's infallible word to Genesis 5, we hear the chorus of verses
recording again and again, “and hedied.” Believetheword of God. Sin and death areareality, but
we praise God that thereality of lifein Christisequally true. “. . . but thegift of God iseternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 6:23b).

C. THEFAMILY'SGRIEF OVER SARAH. “Abraham cametomourn for Sarah, and
to weep for her.” (Genesis 23:2b).

1. THE SCENE OF MOURNING.
The is no question about the sincerity of Abraham’s grief. He goesto her tent and falls before the
body of hiswife. One thing for certain about their relationship, Abraham’s love and devotion to
Sarah have never been in doubt. They had spent 70, 80, maybe even 90 years together as husband
and wife. Think of that, what do you get someone on their 90" wedding anniversary?

He openly mourns over the death of hiswife. Heweepsat theloss of hislifelong companion. There
isnothing unmanly here. Thereisno wrong in this.

2. THE SANCTITY OF MOURNING.
Mourning over tragedy or theloss of aloved oneisnatural and right. Infact it is needed to release
all the emotion and pain.

We find examplesin the Bible of God's approval of grief.

a. JESUSWEPT AT THE TOMB OF LAZARUS.
b. PAUL EXPRESSES HOW HE WOULD HAVE SORROWED IF
EPAPHRODITUSDIED.

Philippians 2:27
“For indeed hewas sick nigh unto death: but God had mercy on him; and not on him only,
but on me also, lest | should have sorrow upon sorrow.”

POINT TO REMEM BER: thereisatremendousdifferencein Abraham’ sgrief for thissavedloved
one; and the hopeless grief for the lost. When Paul wrote to encourage the believersin the local
church at Thessalonica concerning those, who had died in Christ he revealed to them that their
sorrow was different from the sorrow of thelost. “ ye sorrow not asother swho haveno hope.” (1
Thessalonians 4:13).

Friends, we grieve over the home-going of asaved loved one, but we have the blessed hope that we
will have awonderful reunion day ahead in glory.
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Il. ABRAHAM’'SGRACIOUSCHARACTER. Verses3-16.
We sense a note of sober responsibility in verse three:

Genesis 23:3
“And Abraham stood up from befor e his dead, and spake unto the sons of Heth, saying,”

Regardless of hisgrief, in spite of hissorrow, Abraham must deal with the redlities of the situation.
Preparations had to be made; he needed a place to bury hisdead. He went into the city of Hebron
to purchase a suitable place to bury hiswife.

A. HISCONFESSION TO HISNEIGHBORS. Verses4-6.
This exchange between Abraham and his neighborsisawindow into how business was donein the
Canaan during thistimein history. We seethese men extending great gracious respect to each other
inanoutward way. But, thereisno question asto what wasreally going on. A dea wasbeing made
for Abraham to buy a piece of real estate for him to bury hiswife.

1. ABRAHAM’'SHONEST CONFESSION. Verse4.

Abraham confesses his status as a “ stranger and a sojourner.” Thisis abit amazing for us to
understand that even though he had lived in Canaan for more than fifty years Abraham did not have
the deed to a square inch of theland. He did not come to Canaan to buy great portions of land for
hisfamily. He did not come trying to conquer his neighbors. God did not instruct him to do such
things. Inreality, He had no needto do that. Thisisgoing to sound like double talk but God gave
him the land for an eternal possession and he knew it. Even the ground his neighbors were sitting
on as he spoke to them was his. God had given it to him for an eternal possession.

Abraham was satisfied to live as a bedouin, putting up his tents wherever he could find a suitable
place for himself and his flocks and herds to have food and water. He was content to alow God to
work on his behalf.

But now present circumstances force him to go to his neighborsto purchase aplaceto bury hisdear
wife. He needed atomb for Sarah.

2. HISNEIGHBOR'SDECLARATION. Verses5-6.
They say, “hear usmy lord, thou art a mighty prince among us.” (Genesis 23:6a).

Abraham was not one of those troublesome neighbors that you wish would move away. The
neighbor that never cuts his grass and has two or three old cars sitting in the yard.

In fact, he had proved in the past that he was a very valuable ally to have when needed. He did not
gain this respect by running for office and being involved in political activity. Neither did he
threaten these very men that he now stood before with his God given inheritance.

Hisintegrity as a separated believer in his God made him stand out as a man of respect and honor.
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B. HISCOURTESY TO HISNEIGHBORS. Verses7-9.

1. ABRAHAM’S GRACIOUS BEHAVIOR. “He bowed himsdf to the people of the
land.” (Genesis23:7)

He does not act superior to these lost men. He behaves courteously and politely before them. He
does not demand anything. Heisnot rude. He manifeststhe character of grace that he haslearned
in his relationship with his God.

Thisisan example of our Lord Jesus Christ who was gracious and kind. The only time we seethe
Lord lashing out was when there were those disgracing the house of God. He repudiated those who
made a mockery of His Father’s house. Our Lord had little use for religious hypocrisy.

2. ABRAHAM’SREQUEST OF HISNEIGHBORS. Verse8.

Genesis 23:8-9

“And he communed with them, saying, If it be your mind that | should bury my dead out
of my sight; hear me, and intreat for meto Ephron the son of Zohar, That he may give me
the cave of Machpelah, which he hath, which isin theend of hisfield; for as much money
asit isworth he shall giveit mefor a possession of a buryingplace amongst you.”

C. HISCOMPENSATION TO HISNEIGHBORS.

1. ORIENTAL POSITIONING. Verses10-15.
Ephron’sgame. He offerstheland asagift but in reality he has no intention of it being agift. This
isthe custom of the culture to handle apurchase in thisway. Ephron was aware that Abraham was
ableto pay and to pay well for the property in question. Hewould have been angry if Abraham had
actually tried to get the land for nothing. Albert Barnes comments on this.

He offersthefield asa gift, with the Eastern under standing that the receiver would make
an amplerecompense. Thismode of dealing had itsorigin in a genuine good-will, that was
prepared to gratify the wish of another assoon asit was made known, and asfar asit was
reasonable or practicable. The feeling seems to have been still somewhat fresh and
unaffected in thetime of Abraham, though it hasdegener ated into amer eform of courtesy.
“If thou wilt, hear me.” Thelanguageisabrupt, being spoken in thehaste of excitement. “1
givesilver.” “1 havegiven” intheoriginal; that is, | have determined to pay thefull price.
If the Eastern giver was liberal, the receiver was penetrated with an equal sense of the
obligation conferred, and a like deter mination to make an equivalent return.

2. ABRAHAM’'SCASH PAYMENT. Verse 16.
Abraham does not haggle over the price and Ephron knew hewouldn’t. Is Abraham going to dicker
over price while his dead wife needs agrave?

Abraham wasaman of hisword. Hesaid at the beginning of verse nine that he would pay whatever
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the land wasworth. Ephron named his price, four hundred shekels of silver, and Abraham paid up,
cash on the barrel head.

1. ABRAHAM’S GRAVEYARD POSSESSION. Verses 17-20.

A. THE DESCRIPTION OF THE PARCEL. Verses17-18.
What was to be included in the deadl is designated and verified. The sale was attested to and
witnessed by all those who were present that day at the gate of the Hebron.

B. THE DESIGNATION OF THE PARCEL. Verse 19.
It was to be Sarah’s grave. Thiswould become the family burying place.

C. THEDIGNITY OF THE PARCEL. Verse20.
Thiscaveand field becametheburial tomb of the patriarchs. Abraham, Isaac and Jacobwereall laid
to rest there. Obviously Sarah was buried there but, Rebekah and Leah were also entombed there.

By the time of his death, Abraham had lived in Canaan, the land of promise, about 100 years. As
far as men were concerned all he ever owned was a cemetery plot. Why was this not a problem for
this man of faith? To understand we must ook at Hebrews chapter 11.

Hebrews 11:8-10

" By faith Abraham, when hewascalled to go out into a placewhich heshould after receive
for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. By faith he
sojourned intheland of promise, asin astrangecountry, dwellingin taber nacleswith | saac
and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: For he looked for a city which hath
foundations, whose builder and maker isGod.”

Abraham had his eyes on a city that was nothing like the cities that then existed in Canaan. No, he
was looking for acity that was not built with human hands at all. And even though he was old and
still did not physically realize the fulfillment of God' s promises concerning the land his faith was
such that he could see on past the present reality that he was just sojourning on the ground where he
pitched his tent.

Hebrews11:13

“Theseall died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off,
and wer e per suaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers
and pilgrimson theearth.”

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob possessed the promises concerning the land but never saw them fulfilled
in themselves. That was fine with them because they could see them far off. They believed that
God' spromiseto them wasjust asrea and sureasif fulfilled in them. They could live content with
the life of pilgrims and strangers on earth because they knew they had something so much better
waiting for them.
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Hebrews 11:16
" But now they desireabetter country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God isnot ashamed
to becalled their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.”

Their eyes were not focused on what they could get out of this life: their eyes were on heaven.
Because of that, there is this testimony not from them but from God. “God isnot ashamed to be
called their God.”

BELIEVER:
What isthe testimony of your life? What are your eyeson? Isit on what thisold world that will one
day pass away, or isit on what God has promised to you?

Hebrews12:2
“Let uslay aside every weight and the sin that doth so easily beset us, and let usrun with
patience theracethat is set before us, looking unto Jesus.”

LOST FRIEND:

Do you want to know that you have an inheritance with the Lord? That you are part of His
promises? Would you not want to know that you will be with Him forever? Would you like to
know for sure that after thislifeis over hell is not your end?

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved. And in Him thereisno morefear of death.
Y ou will be ableto cry out with the Apostle Paul: “ O death, whereisthy sting? O grave, where
isthy victory?” (1 Corinthians 15:55). Y ou can know that you have eternal life in Jesus Christ.
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ABRAHAM: FRIEND OF GOD AND FATHER OF THE FAITHFUL
CHAPTER 15 - A BRIDE FOR ISAAC
JAMES 2:23; GENESIS 24

This chapter is a beautiful and charming story in and of itself but it is also a wonderful spiritual
picture. God the Father is portrayed by the now aged and wise father, Abraham. We see the Lord
Jesus Christ pictured in Isaac, Abraham’s son, (as God saw him, “his only son”). Abraham’s
faithful servant travelsto afar country to seek a bride for Isaac. This servant pictures the ministry
of the Holy Spirit who was sent into this world to seek a bride for the only begotten Son of God.

Obviously, Rebekah represents the bride of Christ, the church.

We know from the fifth chapter of Paul’ sletter to the Ephesians that marriage isintended to mirror
that divine union between Christ and Hischurch. Aswelook at thislovely story there are also some
biblical principles concerning the Holy Spirit’s ministry in seeking a bride for the Son of God but
also someimportant guidelinesfor believerswho are seeking the companion that they desireto share
their life with.

I. THE WISDOM OF A CAUTIOUSFATHER. Verses1-9.

What asimple but wonderful word concerning therelationship between thesetwo friends. Abraham
was satisfied to allow God to own him lock, stock and barrel asthe old saying goes. Jamesrecords,
aswe read amoment ago, that Abraham wasthe friend of God. Those who have comeinto such a
relationship with God will have His blessing. Verse one records: “and the LORD had blessed
Abraham in all things.” (Genesis 24:1b)

A. THE COMMAND OF THE FATHER. Verses2-4.
Abrahamisnow “old, and well stricken in age.” Heisapproximately one hundred and forty years
old, and that would make Isaac about forty.

Abraham determines that it is now timeto find awife for his beloved son. Imagineit, being forty
years old and content to wait until your father decided you were ready to marry. (I washalf Isaac’s
age, only twenty when | married my dear wife.)

Father Abraham was appalled at the spiritual condition of the daughters of the Canaanites and did
not want his son to marry agirl from amongst them. Abraham callsfor his senior and most trusted
servant to go back to his native land to find Isaac awife. He gives his servant strict instructions
concerning where and from who he was to find that wife.

B. THE BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE.
The Bible clearly teaches some things concerning the marriage of believers. There is to be no
marriage between thebeliever and theunbeliever. “can twowalk together except thebeagreed?”
(Amos3:3). Paul explainsto the church at Corinth saying: “ benot unequally yoked together with
unbelievers.” (2 Corinthians 6:14).

Such a union would be like yoking a horse along with an ox. They are not equally yoked. They
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cannot pull in unity. Onewill be pulling against the other. When a believer marries an unbeliever
and seeksto livefor God there will, without exception be a problem. Some may argue and say well
my unsaved spouse has no problems with me going to church and serving the Lord. Isthere not a
problem even with that statement. Are not husband and wifeto be one. How can that be when you
are not one in the most important facet of your life, your relationship with God?

C. A EXCEPTIONAL BRIDE.
Not just any girl would not duefor Isaac. Hewould have aspecially sought out and prepared bride.
Sotoo, just any old bride will not do for the Son of God. Hewould have aspecially sought out and
prepared bride.

Ephesians 5:25-27

“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;
That hemight sanctify and cleanseit with thewashing of water by theword, That hemight
present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but
that it should be holy and without blemish.”

God sdesign isfor His Son’s bride is that she be glorious, holy, and without blemish. We need to
take note of another point concerning arather simple statement in verse 8.

“And if thewoman will not bewilling to follow thee, then thou shalt be clear from thismy
oath...” (Genesis24:8).

We see here that Abraham realized that there was a specific lady that God had for Isaac. Thisis
evidenced by the statement that when the servant found “the woman” and if she would not return
to Canaan with him to becomelsaac’ swifehewould befreefrom the oath that he madeto Abraham.
The instruction was not to hunt for awoman until you find one that is willing to marry Isaac. No
verseseven makesit clear that Abraham was convinced that God would direct the servant to theright
woman for his son.

“he shall send hisangel beforethee, and thou shalt take a wife unto my son from thence.”
(Genesis 24:7).

Every Christian young person and for that matter every Christian of any age that would like to get
married needs to understand that God does have the exact right person for you. It is essential that
you trust God the Holy Spirit to bring that person to you. What should you be doing in the mean
time? Y ou need to be praying for that one. | do not mean be praying that God would find someone
for you. If itis God swill for you to be married He aready has someone for you. Y ou need to be
praying for that person. Pray that God would be preparing that one and yourself for your lives
together.

[I. THEWONDER OF THE COMMITTED SERVANT. Verses10-28.
This man is Abraham’ s top servant. He had charge of Abraham’s entire household. This servant
was his right-hand man, so to speak.
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Thereis no name given for this servant. Possibly it is Eleazar of Damascus who is mentioned in
Genesisl5:2. Butitisno accident that his nameis missing in this narrative. At timesin the Bible
an unnamed person is set forth to be type or picture to teach a spiritual truth. Here, this servant is
aspecia type or picture of the Holy Spirit. Thisis evident as this servant beautifully pictures the
ministry of the Holy Spirit as he embarks on his mission to seek awife for his master’s son.

Heloadsten of hismaster’ scamel swith finery and giftsand travel s Northward and around thefertile
crescent toward the East to Mesopotamia.

A. GOD’SCARE FOR ISAAC’'SBRIDE.

1. THE SERVANT'SPRACTICAL PRAYERTO FIND GOD’SWILL. Verses12-14.
Abraham’ s servant praysfor God' s special and specific direction upon the work his master has sent
himto do. He praysthat the Lord would, “ send me good speed thisday, and shew kindnessunto
my master Abraham.” (Genesis24:12). Arewemindful to seek God’ shelp with every issue of our
lives? We may think somethingsaretoo trivial to bother the Lord with but that is absolutely wrong
because it does not acknowledge God's Lordship in al areas. If God is Lord then He is to have
direction of every thing we involve ourselves with.

2. THE PROVIDENTIAL PROVISION OF GOD’'SWILL. Verses15-28.
What wasthe servant’ sresponse as hewitnessed God work all thesethingsout beforehiseyes? “the
man wondering at her held hispeace...” (Genesis24:21). The servant sits stunned at how God
hasfulfilled his prayer completely. Before he even saysamento his prayer God has Rebekah on the
scene.

B. GOD’'SCARE FOR CHRIST'SBRIDE.
God sent the Holy Spirit into this world to seek and to woo souls to His Son. Without coercion,
without pressure He works in the heart of the sinner to create adesire for the Lord Jesus. He does
not seek glory or attention for himself but magnifies and gives glory to the Son and tells of the
gracious ways of the Father. He lavishes the gifts of the Father’ slove on them and lovingly loves
them to the Father’ s beloved Son.

1. THEWANTSOF A COVETOUSBROTHER. Verses29-33.

Just ashort comment here before we move on about Rebekah’ s brother, Laban. Note what catches
Laban’s attention in verse 30a: the goodies that the servant gave to Rebekah. He heard the whole
wondrous account and wastold of the loving father and the miracul ous son but thereis no evidence
that Laban ever changed from anything more than a covetous schemer.

Verse 50 gives some indication that he was willing to give lip service to God but we have no
evidencethat he ever truly gives himself to the Lord. Infact, several decades|ater and after butting
headswith Jacob for twenty years Rachel stole Laban’shousehold idols. Soitisobviousthat Laban
never truly put hisfaith in the God of his uncle Abraham.

V. THE WILLINGNESSOF THE CAPTIVATED BRIDE. Verses 34-61.
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A. REBEKAH'SOPEN HEART.
It was much different with Rebekah. She heard of Abraham and how Jehovah God had blessed him
and made him great. She listened about how God had miraculously given Abraham and Sarah a
child in their own age when all hope of such things was far over.

Thoughitisnot mentioned, it isquite possiblethe servant rel atesthe story of Mt. Moriahinthat how
Abraham waswilling to offer Isaac asasacrifice to the God of Heaven and Earth and had in asense
been raised as from the dead.

She was no doubt amazed at how God had providentially arranged the meeting with Abraham’s
servant at the well earlier that day. Her heart probably fluttered at all that had so suddenly and
quickly transpired in her life.

B. REBEKAH'SWILLING HEART. Verse58.

1. REBEKAH'SCIRCUMSTANCES.
The family consents to have their daughter and sister become Isaac’ s wife but the final decision is
left with her. “Wilt thou go with thisman?” and she said, “1 will go.” (Genesis 24:58).

Think about thisamoment. All she knew about Isaac was the little that she wastold by the servant
of Abraham. She did not know if he was good looking or if he resembled atoad. She had no idea
of hispersondity. Shedid not know if hewasintelligent or if hewasdumb asabox of rocks. None
the less something in her heart convinced her to trust the servant and commit her life to the Son of
Abraham.

2. THE BELIEVER'SCIRCUMSTANCES.

When you consider it, most often the person who first puts histrust in the Lord Jesus Christ really
knows very little about Him. He may well have heard of the greatness of His Heavenly Father. He
may be told something of His miraculous birth and sinless life. He is surely told of the great
sacrificethat He made at Mt. Calvary and that He had indeed risen from the dead in victory over sin
and death. But beyond those nonethelesstremendoustruths, he knowslittle el se about thisOnethat
heisaskedtointrust hislifeand eternity to. Theinvitation to every oneof usis, “ wilt thou gowith
thisman?” (Genesis 24:58). Will you give yourself to Him?

There is something within the heart that woos them to Him. They know they must go with His
servant (the Holy Spirit) and give themselvesto the Son of God. They recognize from within their
heart of hearts that they can indeed trust themselvesto Him. And they respond, “I will go.”

V. THEWAITING OF THE COMMENDABLE SON. Verses62-67.
A. THE ANXIOUSTRIP OF THE BRIDE.

Can you imaginewhat that trip waslike asthe servant and Rebekah make their way back to Canaan,
back to the household of Father Abraham? Surely, Rebekah would have asked questions along the
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500-mile trip. She would want her curiosity satisfied concerning her prospective husband. What
ishelike? How tall ishe? Ishekind? Isheloving? Ishe compassionate?

With every passing day and every passing mile her anticipation would grow and intensify? Finally
they draw near to the Camp of Abraham and Isaac is out walking and meditating and she asks after
who that man is and the Servant replies“it ismy Master.”

B. THE ANXIOUSWAITING OF THE SON.
On the other hand, could you imagine the anxious waiting of Isaac. Hisfather has sent the servant
tofind him awife. What is he going to bring me? Will she be beautiful? Will shelike him? What
will their life be like together?

Think of what was going on in Isaac’ s heart as he saw those very familiar camels approaching. He
knew he was about to meet hiswife. Surely there was alump swelling up in his throat along with
an increase in the pounding of his heart.

In verse 66 we are told that the faithful servant fills Isaac in on all that had transpired on his long
journey. And what astory it was! God had indeed prospered his way.

The introductions are made and Isaac brought Rebekah into the tent of Sarah and she becomes his
wife. Here we see the son now receiving his bride to himself. She becomes hiswife. Thereisa
tremendous testimony to the amazing grace of God in the very smple words, “and heloved her.”

So too, the Lord Jesus Christ loves His bride, the church. Heloves her so much that hewaswilling
to lay down Hislife for her.

Ephesians 5:25
“Husbands, loveyour wives, even asChrist also loved the church, and gave himself for it.”
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ABRAHAM: FRIEND OF GOD AND FATHER OF FAITH
CHAPTER 16 - GOD’SFRIEND COMESHOME - GENESIS 25:1-10

We cometo the last chapter in our study of the life of Abraham. It isatremendous statement when
aman that has been dead for four thousand yearsis still studied by thousands of people every year.
That in itself is an encouragement and a challenge to us that regardless, of how tough times get in
our lives we need live in such a manner as to magnify the Lord so that we might be known as
Abraham was, “thefriend of God.” (James 2:23).

We have said this time and again in this study but it still stands true; we have learned many
invaluablelessonsfrom thisman’slifeand relationship with God. But therearethingsfor ustolearn
even in how this man died. We are not concerned with the physical cause of his death, for that was
obviously old age, but in the manner in which he leaves this temporal world and enters eternity.
Christian, pleaseremember that it isonething to start well in your walk with God but amuch greater
thing to finish well. John Phillips makes this comment from persona experience. “ When my own
grandfather was dying, my father asked him how it was with him. He said, “Len, there's
nothing to dying—it’stheliving that counts! If you liveright you'll dieright.” @™

Let ustake alook at the way Abraham finishes his pilgrimage on this earth.

|. ABRAHAM REMARRIESIN HISOLD AGE. GENESIS 25:1-4.

The last verse of chapter 24 reveals to us that Sarah was greatly missed when she died. Her son,
Isaac, obviously grieved his mother’s death and he was greatly comforted when Rebekah was
brought to him and she became his wife.

Surely, we can understand that Abraham also would have been very lonely with the death of hiswife
and life’scompanion, Sarah. Isaac has now established his own home and Abraham witnessed the
joy of his son’s household and decided to take another wife for himself.

A. THEWIFEOFHISOLD AGE. Versel.
The name of the lady Abraham married was Keturah. Her name means incense or perfumed. Such
anamerevealsto usthat she was a blessing to Abraham in hisold age. The basic idea of incense
isto giveapleasant aroma. They areintended to be pleasing to the sense of smell. We areleft with
the impression that this lady was pleasing and a comfort to Abraham.

B. THE CHILDREN OF HISOLD AGE. Verse?2

1. THE SIX SONS OF KETURAH.
After all of these years Abraham now has six more sons born to him of Keturah. The passage
actually liststhose six sons, the seven grandsons that were born of them and three great grandsons.

The Scriptures say very little about them. The names of all but the first born have a negative note
about them, Zimran whichmeans* singer” or “song.” Such anamewould put usin mind to think that
this man was a pleasant person. The rest leave something to be desired. In fact, Midian, is the
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father of the Midianites who hated the children of Isragl. They were bitter enemies and in the days
of the judges the Lord gave them into the hands of Isragl under the leadership of Gideon.

2. THE NECESSITY OF GOD’'SGRACE.
Thisisareal testimony to the fact that salvation isamatter of God’ s grace and not hereditary. Just
because a child's parents love God is not a guarantee that they will. A father can lead his house
rightly and teach his children the things of the Lord but he cannot force righteousness into their
heart. We find this explained to usin the Gospel of John.

John 1:12-13

“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on hisname: Which wereborn, not of blood, nor of thewill of the flesh,
nor of thewill of man, but of God.”

We must give our children to the Lord and trust Him with their eternal care. Then live godly lives
before them. Witness to them of God’ s grace and mercy. Share with them what the Lord has done
for you and them through the Lord Jesus Christ. But still itisamatter of God working intheir hearts
and their receiving God' s great saving grace through Jesus Christ for themselves.

II. ABRAHAM’'SPREPARATION FOR GLORY. GENESIS 25:5-10.

Abraham realizes that the days of his earthly walk are drawing to a close but he does not leave his
eight sonsto fight over hisgreat wealth after he dies. Rather he diligently takes care of those issues
before he dies.

A. ABRAHAM GETSHISAFFAIRSIN ORDER. Verses 5-6.
Asthe word of God say, he basically gave everything to Isaac. He had sent Ishmael away decades
earlier and whatever Abraham had given to Hagar and her son was settled. He gave set portionsto
each of the six sons of Keturah and then sent them far away into the east, probably into Arabia.
Abraham did not want any issues to arise later with Isaac, the son of God’s promise.

B. ABRAHAM GOESHOME TO HISPEOPLE. Verses7-10.
Abraham lived one hundred and seventy-five years. God had called him out of Ur of the Chaldees
to begin hiswalk with Him at the age of seventy-five. That means he enjoyed one hundred years of
fellowship with his God. He outlived Sarah by thirty-eight years and the marriage of Isaac by
approximately thirty-five years.

1. TESTIMONY OF ABRAHAM’SLIFE. Verses7-8.

Genesis 25:8
“Then Abraham gave up the ghost, and died in a good old age, an old man, and full of
years; and was gathered to his people.”

By all estimations, Abraham lived agood lifeand afull life. Ashereached old age, he could testify
of God’ sgoodnessto himinall thingsand that the Lord had filled hislifewith blessing. Remember
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the words of

Genesis24:1
“And Abraham wasold, and well stricken in age: and the LORD had blessed Abraham in
all things.”

In assessing thelife of Abraham thereisno question that God had richly blessed him. TheLord had
laded him with untold earthly riches. Thereweregreat victoriesinwarfare. Hehad given himalong
physical life and all of that is nice but the greatest blessing that God was pleased to give Abraham
was to become his friend. God blessed Abraham with a relationship that few other men have
experienced in their earthly life.

2. ABRAHAM'SETERNAL DESTINY. Verses8b-10.

They buried Abraham in the “Cave of Machpelah.” They placed his body in that tomb where
Sarah’s remains were but note how the Holy Spirit describes where he, that is Abraham, went. “.
.. hewas gathered to hispeople.” (Genesis25:8b). Hewent hometo be with his people. What
peopleisthat? That isall of thefaithful that had gone on before him. That would include his dear
wife Sarah, Adam, Seth, Enoch, Noah and al those who had died in faith before him. Gordon
Lindsey commentsasfollows:. “ Abraham lived till agood old age. But finally theremust come
thetimeof departing. Hehad lived lifeto thefull, and when death beckoned, hewasready to
go. Therewas no reluctance on his part when the angels came to welcome him home.” #*3

On the day of his death Abraham simply changed addresses. They placed his body in the tomb but
Abraham went on to paradise. Remember this dear Christian, you are not your body you just live
in your body. Your body isyour temporary, earthly dwelling place. But because of your faith in
Jesus Christ you have eternal life. Because of what Jesusdid at Mount Calvary, you have an eternal
place with your people, the people of God which includes Father Abraham.

When the beggar Lazarus was ushered into paradise by the angels at his death in Luke 16 who was
there? Was he not taken to Abraham’ s bosom?

Luke 16:22
“And it cameto pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by theangelsinto Abraham’s
bosom ...

IIl. ABRAHAM'SHERITAGE TO ALL BELIEVERS.

Obvioudly, Abraham is one of the key figuresin the Bible. Fourteen chapters of Genesis deal with
his life; beginning when God called him out of Ur of the Chaldees until his death, covering a one
hundred year time period.

It is noteworthy that we find Abraham’ s name mentioned 70 timesin the New Testament. Thisman
Abraham hasthe distinction of being called God' sfriend. Threetimesthe Word of God reminds us
of his specia relationship to our God.
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2 Chronicles 20:7
“Art not thou our God, who didst drive out the inhabitants of thisland before thy people
|srael, and gavest it to the seed of Abraham thy friend for ever?”

|saiah 41:8
“But thou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob whom | have chosen, the seed of Abraham my
friend.”

James 2:23
“And the scripturewas fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it wasimputed
unto him for righteousness. and he was called the Friend of God.”

What a glorious testimony thisisto aman’slife that he when he is gone he would be remembered
asthefriend of God. We see Abraham’slife asit ishonestly recorded for us by the Holy Spirit into
the Word of God. We might wonder how this man who made some great blunders along the way
would be regarded by God so highly? Thisisagreat testimony to the amazing grace of God. God
never gave up on Abraham. He continued to deal with hisfriend and devel oped him and taught him
until the day he was ready for the greatest revelation of hisfaith and trust in God on Mount Moriah.
God is a god of the common man. Abraham’s relationship and walk with God are a shining
testimony to all believers that they too can serve God faithfully.

A. ABRAHAM'SEXAMPLE OF SALVATION THROUGH FAITH. Galatians 3.
The Apostle Paul uses Abraham’ s relationship with God to teach how God saves. How does Paull
tell usthat Abraham was saved? He was saved by faith that is he believed God.

Galatians 3:6
“Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.”

Anyone that has ever been saved has been saved the same way Abraham was and that is by faith.
Paul wroteto the Ephesiansand told them, *“ by gracear eye saved through faith . ..” (Ephesians
2:8). Verse seven of Galatians 3 tells us something very amazing and beautiful .

Galatians 3:7
“Know yethereforethat they which are of faith, the same arethe children of Abraham.”

Who arethe children of Abraham? All those who are of faith. We will look at this again below but
for now soak in the truth that when you by faith receive Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord you
become spiritual children of Abraham. The Jewsarethe physical children of Abraham, but all saved
Jews and gentiles are the spiritual children of Abraham.

B. THE COMMON BLESSING OF THE SPIRIT.

Galatians 3:13-14.
Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is
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written, Cursed isevery one that hangeth on atree: That the blessing of Abraham might
comeon the Gentilesthrough Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit
through faith.

Paul wants his readersin the local churches of Galatiato know that even though they were for the
most part gentiles they too could have the same blessing of God as Abraham did.

C. THEPROMISE TO ABRAHAM'S SEED.

Galatians 3:16
Now to Abraham and his seed wer e the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of
many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.

What atremendous statement! The Seed of Abraham had inherited the promisesthat God made to
Abraham. Whom do we find out that Paul isultimately referring to? Heistalking about none other
thantheLord Jesus Christ. Yes, Isradl isincluded in those promisesin that they will oneday receive
all theimplications of the promises madeto Abraham concerningtheland. Andyes, all whoreceive
Christ as Savior, Jew and Gentile receive eternal blessings in Him. But, ultimately the promises
madeto Abraham arefulfilled and committed to God’ s only begotten and beloved Son, Jesus. They
are made to God' s eterna King, His own Son.

D. THEBELIEVER'SINHERITANCE WITH ABRAHAM.

Galatians 3:26-29.d

For yeareall thechildren of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For asmany of you ashave been
baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Thereisneither Jew nor Greek, thereisneither
bond nor free, thereisneither male nor female: for yeareall onein Christ Jesus. And if
yebe Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.

Are you saved? Have you placed your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior from sin and
death? Verse 27 isnot talking about water baptism but about being baptized or immersed into Jesus
Christ. Areyouin Christ? If you are, you are a child of God.

Verse 29 makes the glorious declaration that those who belong to Christ are the seed of Abraham
and as his seed receive al the blessings of the promises that God made to Abraham. If you area
child of Abraham, you have aninheritancein him. Y ou haveinherited aland, and Jesus Christ has
prepared aplacefor you in the kingdom of God. Y ou haveinherited to privilege of being ablessing
to all those around you through the gospel of your Savior, Jesus Christ.

How do we close the book on the life of Abraham? How do we sum up what we have learned from
Abraham? Hislife must be summed up as the Scriptures sum it up. The Bible emphasizesthat he
wasaman of faith. TheBibletellsusrepeatedly that Abraham believed God. What doesthat mean?
It means he believed what God told him. He believed the Word of God. Could we not learn that
lesson first and foremost dear ones, believe God, trust Him for what He saysto usthrough Hisword?
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Might we learn from Abraham to trust God in al areas of our lives. It will revolutionize every
moment that we live. It will remove the anxieties of what is going to happen in the future. 1t will
wash away the anguish over the past. Look to Jesus who is the author and finisher of our faith.

Learn that trusting God is the beginning and end of our livesin Christ. When there is true and
completetrust inthe Lord thereisbeautiful victory for every moment. Wherethereiscompletetrust
in God no sacrifice He asks of you will seem too great and no triumph beyond reach. The truth of
one of the most precious and oft quoted verses in the Bible will become areality.

| saiah 26:3
“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whosemind is stayed on thee: because hetrusteth in
thee”

Thelife of Abraham bringslifeto thosetremendouswords. That peaceisavailableto every believer
that isabiding and trusting in Jesus Christ. Thank you Lord for therecord of Abraham'’ slifeand his
walk with Y ou.



91

CONCLUSION/SUMMARY

Great men who achieve great things receive attention for their deeds amongst their peersat thetime
of their achievements. A few are remembered for a short time following their achievement. Even
fewer have their achievements recorded for history. Then there are afew rare individuals that are
remembered for generations and posterity. Abraham is marked in Holy Scripture as one of itstrue
heros. Not so much, aswe have so vividly seen, because his greatnessin and of himself but for his
relationship with his God. Abraham is atestimony for all believers that believing God isindeed a
good and a wise philosophy for time and for eternity.

God istrustworthy. Inaworld of confusion and instability it is wonderful to know that the Word
of God is absolutely reliable. Abraham'’s relationship with God is a testimony to saved and lost
alike, that what God promisesHewill do. Every promisethat God madeto Abraham was kept both
during the life of Abraham but also to Abraham’s posterity with more to come.

With the Holy Scripture as a backdrop we watch with anticipation as to when and how God will
bring to fulfillment those aspects of His promisesto Abraham that areyet to befulfilled. Wewatch
the Middle East wondering what will happen next on God’ stimetable. We do not watch wondering
if but when and how God will accomplish His promise to His friend, Abraham.

It is our prayer that we have challenged some to place their faith in Jesus Christ for salvation. Itis
our prayer that believers have been encouraged to trust God absolutely with no reserve. It is our
great and ultimate prayer that Jesus Christ has been exalted.

May God bless you in your walk of faith in God!
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