158 - CHASTISEMENT,

LESSON 24

CHASTISEMENT.

WHEREFORE, seeing we also are com-
' passed about with so great a eloud of wit-
nesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin
which doth so easily beset us, and let us run
with patience the race that is set before wus.
Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of
our faith ; who, for the joy that was set before
him, endured the cross, despising the shame, and
is set down at the right hand of the throne of
God.

For consider him that endured such contradic-
tion of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied
and faint in your minds. Ye have not yet re-
sisted unto blood, striving against sin. And ye
have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh
unto you as unto children, My son, despise not
thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when
thou art rebuked of him; for whom the Lord
loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son
whom he receiveth.

If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you
as with sons : for what son is he whom the fath-
er chasteneth not? But if ye be without chas-
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tisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye
bastards, and not sons. Furthermore, we have
had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and
we gave them reverence: shall we not much
rather be in subjection unto the Father of spir-
its, and live ?

For they verily for a few days chastened us
after their own pleasure; but he for our profit,
that we might be partakers of his holiness.
Now no chastening for the present seemeth to
be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless, after-
ward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteous-

ness unto them which are exercised thereby.—
Heb. xii. 1-11. :
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LTHOUGH affliction cometh not forth of

the dust, neither doth trouble spring out of

the ground; yet man is born unto.trouble, as the

sparks fly upward. I would seek unto God, and

unto God would I commit my cause : which

doeth great things and unsearchable; marvel-
ous things without number.—Job v. 6-9.

I am the man that hath seen affliction by the
rod of his wrath. He hath led me, and brought
me into darkness, but not into light. Surely
against me is he turned; he turneth his hand
against me all the day.—Lam. iii. 1-3.

Therefore their days did he consume in vani-
ty, and their years in trouble. When he slew
them, then they sought him,: and they returned
and inquired early after God. And they re-
membered that God was their rock, and the high
God their redeemer.—Psalm 1xxviii. 33-35.

And thou hast removed my soul far off from
peace: I forgot prosperity. And I said, My
strength and my hope is perished Yrom the
Lord : remembering my affliction and my mis-
ery, the wormwood and the gall. My soual hath
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them still in remembrance, and is humbled in
me. This I recall to my mind, therefore have
I hope.— Lam. iii. 17-21. '

For our light affliction, which is but for a
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding
and eternal weight of glory ; while we look not
at the things which are seen, but at the things
which are not seen ; for the things which are seen
are temporal, but the things which are not seen
are eternal.—2 Cor. iv. 17, 18.

Blessed is the man whom thou chastencst,
O Lord, and teachest him out of thy law; that
thou mayest give him rest from the days of
adversity, until the pit be digged for the
wicked. For the Lord will not cast off his
people, neither will he forsake his inheritance.
But judgment shall return unto righteousness:
and all the upright in heart shall follow it.—
Psalm xciv. 12-15.

I know, O Lord, that thy judgments are
‘right, and that thou in faithfulness hast afflict-
ed me. Let, I pray thee, thy merciful kind-
ness be for my comfort, according to thy word
unto thy servant.—Psalm cxix. 75, 76.
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BLESSED is the man whom thou chastenest,

O Lord, and teachest him out of thy law;
that thou mayest give him rest from the days of
adversity, until the pit be digged for the wick-
ed. For the Lord will not cast off his people,
neither will he forsake his inheritance.—Psalm
xciv. 12-14.

My son, despise not the chastening of the
Lord ; neither be weary of his correction: for
whom the Lord loveth he correcteth ; even as a
father the son in whom he delighteth.—Prov.
iii. 11, 12.

Behold, happy is the man whom God cor-
recteth : therefore despise not thou the chasten-
ing of the Almighty : for he maketh sore, and
bindeth up: he woundeth, and his hands make
whole. He shall deliver thee in six troubles :
yea, in seven there shall no evil touch thee.—
Job vi. 17-19.

There hath no temptation taken you but such
as is common to man: but God is faithful, who
will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye
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are able : but will with the temptation also make
a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear
it.—1 Cor. x. 13.

The spirit itself beareth witness with our spir-
it, that we are the children of God: and if chil-
dren, then heirs: heirs of God, and joint-heirs
with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him,
that we may be also glorified together. For I
reckon, that the sufferings of this present time
are not worthy to be compared with the glory
which shall be revealed in us.—Rom. viii.
16-18.

Beloved, think it not strange, concerning the
fiery trial which is to try you, as though some
strange thing happened unto you: but rejoice,
inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s suffer-
ings: that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye
may be glad also with exceeding joy.—1 Peter
iv. 12, 14. :

Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the
God of all comfort; who comforteth us in all
our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble by the comfort
wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.

For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us,
so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ.
And whether we be afflicted it is for your con-
solation and salvation, which is effectual in the
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enduring of the same sufferings which we also
suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is for
your consolation and salvation. And our hope
of you is steadfast, knowing, that as ye are
partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of
the consolation.—2 Cor. i. 3-T.

For our light affliction, which is but for a
moment, worketh for us a far. more exceeding
and eternal weight of glory; while we look not
- at the things which are seen, but at the things
which are not seen: for the things which are
seen are temporal; but the things that are not
seen are eternal.—2 Cor. iv. 17, 18.

And one of the elders answered, saying unto
me, What are these which are arrayed in
white robes? and whence came they? And
I said unto him, Sir, thou knowesi. And he said
to me, These are they which eame out of great
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

Therefore are they before the throne of God,
and serve him day and night in his temple:
and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell
among them. They shall hunger no more,
neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun
light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb
which is in the midst of the throne shall feed
them, and shall lead them unto living fountains
of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears
from their eyes.—Rev. vii. 13-17.
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