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FATH OF THE RIGHTEOTS.

]' KNOW that my Redcemer liveth, and that he

- shall stand at the latter day upon the earth:
and though after my skin worms destroy this
body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: whom I
shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold,
and not another; though my reins be consumed
within me.—Job xix. 25-27.

Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel and
afterward receive me to glory. Whom have I
in heaven but thee! and there is none upon
earth that I desire besides thee. My flesh and
my heart faileth : but God is the strength of my
heart, and my portion for ever.—Psaln lxxv.
24-26.

These things said he: and after that he saith
unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth ; but I
go, that I may awake him out of sleep. Then
said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do
well. Howbeit, Jesus spake of his death: but
they thought that he had spoken of taking of
rest in sleep.—John xi. 11-13.

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in
God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house
are many mansions: if it were not so I would
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
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And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again, and receive you unto myself; that
where I am there ye may be also.—John xiv.
1-3.

Nay, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him that loved us. TFor I
am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.—Rom. viii. 37-39.’

For I am now ready to be offered, and the time
of my departure is at hand. I have fought a
good fight, I have finished my course, I' have
kept the faith ; henceforth there is laid up for
me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and
not to me only, but unto all them also that love
his appearing.—2 T¥m. iv. 6-8.

So when this corruptible shall have put on
incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in
victory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave,
where is thy victory ¢ The sting of death issin;
and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks
be to God, which giveth us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ.—2 Cor. xiv. 54-57.
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THE RESURREOTION.

L

AS touching the dead, that they rise: have
ye not read in the book of Moses, how in
the bush God spake unto him, saying, I am the
God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob? He is not the God of the dead,
but the God of the living.—Mark xii. 26, 27.
Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss
for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the
loss of all things, and do count them but dung,
that I may win Christ, and be found in him, not
having my own righteousness, which is of the
law, but that which is through the faith of Ohrist,
the righteousness which is of God by faith: that
I may know himn, and the power of his resur-
rection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, be-
ing made conformable untv his death ; if by any
means I might attain unto the resurrection of
the dead.
For our conversation is in heaven; from
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whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord
Jesus Ohrist: who shall change our vile body,
that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious
body, according to the working whereby he is
able even to subdue all things unto himself.—
Phil. iii. 8-11, 20, 21.

I would not have you to be ignorant, breth-
ren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye
sorrow not even as others which have no hope.
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again,
even so them also which sleepin Jesus, will God
bring with him. For this we say unto you by
the word of the Lord, that we which are alive
‘and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall
not prevent them which are asleep.

For the Lord himself shall descend from hea-
ven with a shout, with the voice of the arch-
angel, and with the trump of God : and the dead
in Christ shall rise first: then we which are aliv.
and remain, shall be caught up together with
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:
and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Where-

fore, comfort one another with these words.—

N

1 Thess. iv. 13-18. . - /

II.

I will ransom them from the power of the
grave ; I will redeem them from death ;.Q death,
I will be thy plagues; O grave,I will be thy

13+
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destruction : repentance shall be hid from my
eyes.—Hosea xiii. 14.

Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is
coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear
the voice of the Son of God ; and they that hear
shall live. For as the Father hath life in him-
self; so hath he given to the Son to have life in
himself; and hath given him authority to exe-
cute judgment also, because he is the Son of
man. Marvel not at this: for the hour is com-
ing, in the which all that are in the grave shall
hear his voice and shall come forth ; they that
have done good, unto the resurrection of life;
and they that have done evil, unto the resur-
rection of damnation.—John v. 25-29.

III

Now if Christ be preached that he rose from
- the dead, how say some among you that there is
no resurrection of the dead? But if there be no
resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen:
and if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching
vain, and your faith is also vain. Yea, and we
are found false witnesses of God; because we
have testified of God that he raised up Christ:
whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead
rise not.

For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ
raised : and if Christ be not raised, your faith is
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vain; ye are yet in your sins. Then they also
which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.
If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we
are of all men most miserable. But now is
Christ risen from the dead, and become the first
fruits of them that slept. Christ the first fruits,;
atterwards they that are Christ’s at his coming.

It is sown in corruption, it is raised in incor-
ruption : it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in
glory : it is sown in weakness, it is raised in
power: it is sown a natural body, it is raised a
spiritual body. There is a natural body, and
there is a spiritual body. And so it is written,
The first man Adam was made a living soul;
the last Adam was made a quickening spirit.

Howbeit, that was not first which is spiritual,
but that which is natural ; and afterward that
which is spiritual. The first man is of the earth,
earthy : the second man is the Lord from beaven.
As is the earthy, such are they also that are
earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they
also that are heavenly. And as we have borne
the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the
image of the heavenly.

Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of God ; neither doth
corruption inherit incorruption.’ Behold, I shew
you a mystery ; We shall not all sleep, but we
shall all be changed in a moment, in the twink-
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ling of an eye, at the lagt trump : for the trumpet
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incoz-
ruptible, and we shall be changed. TFor this
corruptible must put on incorruption, and this
mortal must put on immortality.

So when this corruptible shall have put on
incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in
victory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave,
where is thy victory ¥ The sting of death is
sin; and the strength of sin is the law.

" But thanks be to God, which giveth us the viec-
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore,
my beloved brethrer, be ye steadfast, unmova-
ble, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in
vain in the Lord.—1 Cor. xv. 12-58.

[END LESSON 22| |CICRISUton
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