LESSON 17

The mechanics of the baptism ceremony:
I. Instruct the candidate concerning exactly what you are going to do.
A. Ask them about their Salvation.
B. Make sure they are far enough forward so that when they are baptized
backward their head will not strike the end of the baptistry.
II. Some prefatory remarks after you are in the water.
A. Make some brief remarks on the purpose of Baptism as an act of
obedience, not an act of, nor an aid to, Salvation.
B. Briefly ask candidate if they are saved.
Suggested remarks:
1. “Do you believe that Christ died to save sinners?”
2. “Have you accepted Him as your personal Saviour?”
3. Wait for their affirmation of their Salvation through Christ.
You had already made sure of their Salvation in preparation for their baptism but wait for their
public profession at this time before proceeding with their baptism.
III. Have them place one hand over their mouth and nose.
IV. Have them take their other hand and grasp the wrist of the hand that is covering their
mouth and nose and have them keep both handsin those positions while being baptized.
V. Put your left hand in the middle of their back and raise your right hand.
VI. Recite: “Upon your profession of faith in Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour,
I now baptize you, my (brother or sister), in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost– ”
VII. Lower your right hand from the air and grasp the juncture of where their one hand is
grasping their other wrist and hold tight to their back and their wrist and dunk them backward into the water
(if they are tall you may have to take a slight step to the left) until their entire body is under water while
reciting:“buried in the likeness of Christ’s death–”
VIII. Raise them back up out of the water while reciting: “raised in the likeness of His resurrection.”
IX. Give them whatever time they need to recover and then offer a helping hand to assist them in leaving
the baptistry or body of water in which you are baptizing.
Additional Notes:
1. Sometimes the baptistry is too small and/or the water is too shallow for the person to stand up in it in order to
be baptized. If that is the case, then a chair can be placed in the water for the candidate to set on. If the water
is up to the bottom of the chest of the candidate, then baptism can be performed.
2. Have the candidate set on the chair and carry out the mechanics of the baptism in the normal manner. Be
careful to make sure that the water is deep enough for their entire body to be completely submerged when they
are dunked backwards while setting on the chair without bending the top portion of their body downward past
the level of the lower portion of the body that is seated on the chair. To do so might cause a strain on their back.
3. Again, although they are seated during the baptism, you still need to make sure that the candidate's entire body
is under the water when you bend them backwards to perform the baptism and make sure that their head will
safely clear the end of the baptistry while being baptized.

The ordinance of Baptism:
Using proper outline format, outline the ordinance of Baptism and the observance of it.
(Include Scripture references. See the prerequisite course, Baptism.)
Include in the outline:
1. Who is a proper candidate for Baptism.
2. The purpose of the ordinance.
3. How water is to be used.
4. Who has the authority to administer Baptism.
5. The outline of the physical observance of the ordinance.
Submit the outline for approval. Find several volunteers to help in practice sessions following
your outline after you have received approval from the school for your outline.
You are required to carry out at least 2 complete practice sessions on 2 different people using your
outline.
Dr. VBK

Begin making the arrangements for the 2 practice
baptisms that you must perform for this course. You
will need 2 volunteers and access to a pool of water
at least waist deep. You must perform 2 baptisms,
using your pre-approved outline, before you can
finish this course.
NOTE: If you have a physical impairment that will
prevent you from performing the physical baptisms,
please contact the college and other arrangements
will be made concerning this requirement. - Dr. VBK
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