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EHOLD, I am vile; what shall I answer
thee? I will lay my hand upon my mouth.
Once have I spoken ; but I will not answer : yea
twice ; but I will proceed no further.—Job x1. 4, 5.
.I have sinned; what shall I do unto thee, O
thou Preserver of men? why hast thou set me
as a mark against thee, so that I am a burden to
myself? And why dost thou not pardon my
transgression, and take away my iniquity ? for
now shall I sleep in the dust; and thou shalt
seek me in the morning, but I shall not be.—Job
vii. 20, 21,

For our transgressions are multiplied before
thee, and our sins testify against us: for our
transgressions are with us; and as for our in-
iquities, we know them; In transgressing and
lying against the Lord, and departing away
from our God, speaking oppression and revolt,
conceiving and uttering from the heart words
of falsehood. And judgment is turned away
backward, and justice standeth afar off : for truth
is fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter.
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Yea, truth faileth; and he that departeth from
evil maketh himself a prey.—Isa. lix. 12-15.

For innumerable evils have compassed me
about: my iniquities have taken hold upon me,
so that I am not able to look up; they are more
than the hairs of my head: therefore my heart
~ faileth me. Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver me:
O Lord, make haste to help me.—Psalm xl.12,
13.

I fell upon my knees,and spread out my hands
unto the Lord my God, and said, O my God, I
am ashamed and blush to lift up my face to thee,
my God; for our iniquitics are increased over
our head and our trespass is grown up unto the
heavens.—Lzra ix. 5, 6. ‘

I beseech thee, O Lord God of heaven, the
great and terrible God, that keepeth covenant
and mercy for them that love him and observe
hiscommandments : letthy earnow be attentive,
and thy eyes open, that thou mayest hear the
prayer of thy servant, which I pray before thee
now, day and night, for the children of Israel
thy servants, and confess the sins of the child-
ren of Israel, which we have sinned against thee:
both I and my father’s house have sinned. We
have dealt very corruptly agaiunst thee, and have
not kept the commandments, nor the statutes,
nor the judgments, which thou commandest thy
servant Moses—Neh. i. 5-T7.
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II.

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to
thy lovingkindness: according unto the multi-
tude of thy tender mercies blot out my trans-
gressions. For I acknowledge my transgres-
sions: and my sin is ever before me. Against
thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this
evil in thy sight : that thou mightest be justified
when thou speakest, and be clear when thou
judgest.—Psalm 1i. 1, 3, 4.

We have sinned, and have committed iniqui-
ty, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled,
even by departing from thy precepts and from
thy judgments: neither have we hearkened un-
to thy servants the prophets, which spake in
thy name to our kings, our princes, and our
fathers, and to all the people of the land. O
Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but
unto us confusion of faces, as at this day; to
the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that are near,
and that are afar off, through all the countries
thou hast driven them, because of their trespass
that they have trespassed against thee.

. O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face,
to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers,
because we have sinned against thée. To the
Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses,
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though we have rebelled against him; neither
have we-obeyed the voice of the Lord our God,
to walk in his laws, which he set before us by
bis servants the prophets.—Dan. ix. 5-10.

O Lord, though our iniquities testify against
us, do thou it for thy name’s sake: for our
backslidings are many ; we have sinned against
thee.—Jer. xiv. 7 -

O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hear-
ken and do ; defer not, for thy own sake, O my
God : for thy city and thy people are called by
thy name.—Dan. ix. 19.
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