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STUDY INSTRUCTIONS
For purposes of study, and to make downloading faster, the book has been divided into 33 lessons instead of the
nine chapters indicated in the table of contents on the next page. However, the original nine chapters are retained
in the text. You will download and open each lesson individually and proceed through it.
You will stop wherever indicated in the book, generally at the end of each chapter as indicated in the table of
contents or at other points where red boxes indicate the end of a lesson, and click the button labeled "Click Button"
to return to the course main page to take the relevant Lesson test.
After taking the test you will close it as instructed which will put you back on the course main page. You may
begin the next lesson, and the attendant 1 week required attendance for that lesson, the day after you pass the test for
the preceeding section of study.
Make sure you download a Course Record Form and keep it up-to-date with the pertinent information for this
course. You will need that information for your Finish Sign In form and to keep you on track with your testing
and to have a place to keep a convenient record of your testing scores and dates that you took them so you can be
sure you are meeting the minimum attendance requirement per lesson.
Dr. VanBuskirk

LESSON 1

See notes 1 & 2 on the next page.

STUDY NOTES:
Note 1:
In bro. Hiscox day it may have been the custom, in most cases, to not preach a sermon during the funeral but for
the minister to not do so would be a serious dereliction of duty.
During this solemn and soul-searching occasion is the perfect time to preach a relevant sermon. Those attending are
faced with the reality of their own mortality. Thus, to bring a sermon to help prepare them for their own step over into
eternity and to give them the gospel so as to give them a choice of Heaven or Hell would seem supremely appropriate.
However, do not make it a long and onerous sermon and especially not a hurtful one.
Never speak of the deceased in any way to even remotely suggest they have gone to Hell. No matter how wicked
they may have lived their lives. But on the other hand you don't want to try to preach them into Heaven either when
you suspect they may not ever have been a believer. If you are familiar with their life you may know how evil they
may have been; but, their fate has already been sealed and they have faced their maker the instant after shaking off
their mortal coil so why grieve the family.
Remember, the funeral is for the benefit of the family not the deceased. He or she is already past succour if they
have gone to hell and if they be in Heaven then the joy they are experiencing would most likely leave them pretty
much uncaring about the few good things you may say about them. However, those of the living gathered at the funeral
are acutely aware of what you are saying. Therefore, do not beat them for the sins of the dead. It is best not to even
mention much about the dead one unless you have good reason to believe they were saved. And even at that you
should not belabour that point either. Don't make them seem like some sort of unbelievably high saint or, even worse,
some sort of demi-god. Keep such comments concerning their Christianity reasonable and short.
The sermon should not be long and should always include the salvation message and a brief invitation should be
included. Some ministers have the entire group say a salvation prayer out loud so as to not embarrass anyone present.
This has much advantage and should be seriously considered. Alternatively you can just lead those present in a silent
prayer for salvation; i.e., one you say out loud in short segments but they do not have to repeat it out loud.
Also, brother Hiscox suggested having the funeral during a regular Sunday service. This is not the best time for
several reasons. That is unless the deceased is a member of the congregation. In which case having the funeral
during a regular service would be acceptable; but probably not during the Sunday morning hour except on rare
occasions. Reasons for not having the funeral during the morning service, other than in the case just mentioned, would
include such things as the undesirable, and generally unwelcome, imposition upon the congregation of forcing them to
sit through a funeral for someone they don't even know. Also, the Sunday morning service is supposed to be for the
worship of God, the edification of the saints and/or presenting Christ to the lost, not the eulogizing or remembrance of
someone who is deceased. Also the presence of the grieving family would not allow the preacher his normal
freedom to preach the Word for fear of injuring the family and prejudicing them against both the Word of God and the
preacher. Either of those would preclude the possibility of the preacher visiting them at a later time to present them
with the Gospel of Christ. It is our custom today to invite the lost to our regular Sunday services and should the Lord
lead the preacher to preach on hell as the final destination of the lost or to preach on certain sins that are deserving of
hell that may have been practice by the deceased, of which the family is most likely aware, it would most likely cause
irreparable damage to the grieving family and preclude the possiblity of them being saved at a later time. There may be
exceptions but having the funeral of a stranger during a regular service, as suggested by brother Hiscox, is not the best
practice. As he said, it is best when the funeral can be held at the church, but it is best if it is not during a regularly
scheduled service.
Note 2:
Bro. Hiscox also refers to Sunday as the "Sabbath," which was common in his day and is common today. However,
this is incorrect usage of the word. The Sabbath is Saturday and is for, and has always been for, the Jew only.
Christians meet on Sunday which is the Lord's Day and not the Sabbath. Some refer to Sunday as the Christian Sabbath
which diferentiates it from the Jewish Sabbath and this is acceptible when they do so with the meaning that it is the
Christian day of rest and worship. But to simply call it the Sabbath causes confusion and misunderstanding because
many Christians, and non-Christians, today mistakenly believe that the original Sabbath was moved to Sunday which,
of course, is simply not true.
Dr. VanBuskirk

It is now common for the minister to go to the grave.

Homework: You need to start making an outline for a mock funeral that you will perform later.
In the outline you need to include notes to yourself telling you where to walk in relation to the casket as it is brought
into the Church (if the casket is not already placed there before the funeral begins) and the name of the deceased and an
outline for a brief funeral sermon and other things that will be part of the funeral service.
Today it is quite common that the Funeral Home makes most of the preparations and has the casket already in place
and will also take it out to move it to the graveyard. They also explain to the pall-bearers their part in taking the
casket out of the hearse and carrying it to the gravesite. However, you will still preceed the casket to the grave as they
carry it from the hearse to the grave.
You need an outline so you are prepared for the time you may have to handle the entire funeral on your own.
A suggested outline would be:
(This is only a suggestion. Feel free to make your own but make sure you include all of the necessary parts.)
I. Talk to the family and the funeral director before the funeral.
A. Find out the name of the deceased and the proper pronunciation of their name and the names of those in the family.
B. Find out if there is a pre-arranged order to the funeral service.
1. Find out who will read the eulogy.
2. Find out if there will be special music and who will play or sing it and when that will take place.
3. Find out if there will be comments spoken about the deceased from family and/or friends.
II. Precede the casket into the Church. (If bringing it in is to be part of the funeral service.)
III. The reading of the eulogy, the special music, comments about the deceased, and other matters on the schedule.
IV. The funeral sermon.
(Suggested Scriptures for the sermon can be found throughout the textbook and there are many others.)
Include a properly outlined sermon here that is appropriate and includes a brief gospel message.
VI. Preceed the casket to the hearse. (If taking it to the hearse is to be part of the regular funeral service.)
VII. Preceed the casket as it is taken from the hearse to the grave.
VIII. If there is anyone who is to say a few words at the grave, see that they have the opportunity to do so.
VIII. Read the graveside scriptures.
There are many that could be used here.
Ps 23 (for anyone); I Cor 15:50-55 (For a Christian); II Tim 4:6-8 (for a good, faithful, Christian worker for the Lord)
There are many other Scriptures that could be used at the graveside or as the funeral sermon itself. These are just
a few of the more common ones that lend themselves easily to the occasion.
Begin making this outline for the funeral service and an outline for a funeral sermon now. Later you will be
required to perform a mock funeral. Without the outline for a funeral service and the performance of a mock funeral
you cannot pass this course.
You may want to ask your pastor if he has time to assist you in the order of a funeral service, the writing of the
outline, and the performance of a mock funeral. Alternatively you can outline and perform a real funeral if afforded
the opportunity.
Start the outline before you take the test for this section. You will be asked in this test if you have started it or not.
You don't have to have it finished yet but you do have to start working on it.
Dr. T.E. VanBuskirk

End Lesson 1
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